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patchwork Collection 37

basket weave stitch

Size: 4¾ x 4¾ in. (12 x 12cm) 
Crochet hook: K/10½ (6.5mm)
Stitch: basket weave stitch

throw 
L11

Slate Square

If you are new to 
crochet, you may 
want to come back to 
this stitch once you 
have mastered your 
crochet techniques.

designer’s tip

Crocheted in Crea antique yarn, this highly 
textured square is thick and reversible, so you  
only need to make one square instead of the  
usual two. It is worked in Slate, a soft gray, using  
a size K/10½ (6.5mm) crochet hook.

in slate

★ ★  
★
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try this!
to learn how to work basket weave stitch, follow the 
instructions below or go online to watch the video.

1  Worked in a multiple of 14 plus 4.  
Foundation row: Work 1 double crochet 
into 4th chain from hook—the first 3 chains 
count as the first double crochet. Work 1 
double crochet into each chain to the end. 
You will have 16 double crochet, including the 
3 chains at the beginning of the row.

2  row 1: Work 2 chains for the first double 
crochet (see expert’s tip). Work a double 
crochet at front (abbreviated as dcF): yarn 
over hook and insert hook from front to 
back between 1st and 2nd double crochet, 
around the 2nd double crochet and to the 
front between 2nd and 3rd double crochet.

4  The next double crochet is worked from 
the back—abbreviated as dcB. Take the yarn 
over the hook and insert the hook from 
the back to the front between the 8th and 
9th double crochet, around the 9th double 
crochet and to the back between 9th and 
10th double crochet.

3  Take the yarn over the hook and draw a 
loop through—you will have 3 loops on the 
hook. Yarn over the hook and draw through 
the first 2 loops, yarn over the hook and 
draw through the remaining 2 loops—double 
crochet completed. Work a dcF around each 
of the next 6 double crochet.

5  Take the yarn over the hook and draw a 
loop through—3 loops on the hook. Com-
plete the double crochet as before. Work dcB 
around each of the next 6 double crochet. 
Repeat these 14 stitches to the end; finish with 
a dcB around the chain 2 space. Turn.

6  rows 2 to 4: Repeat Row 1 three times. 
row 5: Work 2 chains, dcB around each of 
the next 7 double crochet and a dcF around 
each of the following 7 double crochet, 
repeat to the end; finish with dcF around the 
2 chain space. The pattern has been rever-
sed. rows 6 to 9: Repeat Row 5 four times.  
To work multiple row repeats, you will work 10 
rows. rows 6 to 10: Repeat Row 5 five times.

label your square l11. You’ll 
need this reference when  
you join the squares for  
your throw. keep the square 
safe in your workbasket.

throw 
L11

basket weave stitch 
square in slate

See “reading a pattern card” for the list 
of abbreviations.

sPecial abbreviations
dcF = dc in the front worked as follows: 
yoh, insert the hook from front to back 
and around next dc, yoh and draw a lp 
through, complete st in the usual way.
dcB = dc at back worked as follows: 
yoh, insert the hook from back to front 
and around next dc, yoh and draw a lp 
through, complete st in the usual way.

to make
Using K/10½ (6.5mm) hook and 
Antique, chain 18.
Foundation row: Work 1 dc into 4th ch 
from the hook, work 1 dc into each ch to 
end. Turn. 
row 1: Ch2 (counts as first dc—see 
expert’s tip), dcF around each of next 7 
dc, dcB around each of next 7 dc, dcB 
around the ch2 sp. Turn.
rows 2 to 4: Rep Row 1 three times.
row 5: Ch2, dcB around each of next 7 
dc, dcF around each of next 7 dc, dcF 
around ch2 sp. Turn.
rows 6 to 9: Rep Row 5 four times.
Fasten off.

Note: The ball of Antique yarn supplied 
is enough to work 1 square. If you find 
you work tightly, or loosely, change your 
hook size—see know-how 1, reading a 
pattern card, gauge square. 

For the basket weave stitch, 
the double crochets sit lower 
than normal as they are worked 
around the stitches. To create  
a stitch of the same height, 
just 2 chains are worked.

expert’s tip

★ ★  
★
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seed stitch rib

Size: 4¾ x 4¾ in. (12 x 12cm) 
Knitting needles: size 8 (5.0mm)
Stitch: seed stitch rib

throw 
J2

Shell Square

Crea Paragone, a lovely soft and fluffy yarn with 
a shiny metallic thread, is used for this square 
for your reversible throw. The square is worked 
in Shell, a delicate cream, on size 8 (5.0mm) 
knitting needles—it works up fast!

in shell

★



when you have tacked your squares together, 
label them J2. You’ll need this reference when  
you join the squares for your throw. keep the 
squares safe in your workbasket.

throw 
J2

joining The SquareS
Block your squares, see blocking your 
work, know-how 3. Then, with wrong 
sides together and the edges matching, 
tack around the outer edge, stitching 
about one stitch from the edge.

watch the video  
www.knit-and-stitch.com

patchwork Collection  38

seed stitch rib sQUare  
in shell
 
See “reading a pattern card” for the list 
of abbreviations.

to make
Using size 8 (5.0mm) needles and 
Paragone, cast on 22 sts.
row 1 (rs):  K3, *p1, k4, rep from * to 
last 4 sts, p1, k3.
row 2: P2, *k1, p1, k1, p2, rep from *  
to end.
These 2 rows form the patt.
Cont in patt until work measures 4¾ in. 
(12cm) from cast-on edge, ending with 
a ws row. Bind off.
Work another square in the same way.

Note: Each ball of yarn supplied is 
enough to work 2 squares. If you find 
you work tightly, or loosely, change your 
needle size—see know-how 1, reading a 
pattern card, gauge square.

try this! To knit the seed stitch rib, follow the instructions 
below or go online to watch the video.

1  Cast on a multiple of 5 stitches, plus 2, 
and work the pattern as follows.  
row 1: Knit 3, purl 1. Repeat knit 4, purl 1 to 
the last 3 stitches, knit the last 3 stitches.

2  row 2: Purl the first 2 stitches, then repeat 
knit 1, purl 1, knit 1, purl 2 to the end of the row.

3  Rows 1 and 2 form the pattern and are 
repeated throughout. You can see the  
seed stitch forming between the 2-stitch 
stockinette stitch panels.

  
★



FASHION PROJECTS 16

Materials
•	 	12[13:14]	x	2	oz.	(50g)	balls	of	
Drops	Cotton	Light	in	Off	White

•	 	Pair	of	size	4	(3.5mm)	and	size	
6	(4.0mm)	knitting	needles

•	Tapestry	needle

Knitted in a soft cotton 
yarn, this unisex, short-
sleeved t-shirt is perfect  
for warm days. it is 
worked in a 1 x 1 rib 
pattern, with the pattern 
reversed on the yoke for 
added visual interest.

cotton T-shirt ★ ★



FASHION PROJECTS16

SIZES
To	fit	bust/chest	38[40:42]	in.	
(97[101:107]cm).	
Length:	24½[25½:26¼]	in.		
(62[65:67]cm).
Sleeve	seam	6	in.	(15cm).

GAuGE
24	sts	and	35	rows	=	4	in.	(10cm)	over	
patt,	with	patt	unstretched.

ABBREVIATIONS
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

TO MAKE
BACK:	Using	size	6	(4.0mm)	needles,	
cast	on	113[117:125]	sts.
Rib row 1 (ws): P1,	*k1,	p1,	rep	from	*	to	
end.
Rib row 2:	K1,	*p1,	k1,	rep	from	*	to	end.
Rep	these	2	rows	3	more	times,	then	
work	Rib	row	1	again.
Now	work	in	patt	as	foll:
Row 1 (rs):	K	to	end.
Row 2:	P1,	*k1,	p1,	rep	from	*	to	end.
Row 3:	K1,	*p1,	k1,	rep	from	*	to	end.
Row 4:	Rep	Row	2.
These	4	rows	form	the	patt.	
Cont	in	patt	until	the	work	measures	
15¼[16:17]	in.	(39[41:43]cm)	from	the	
beg,	ending	with	Row	1.	
Reverse	the	patt	for	the	yoke	as	foll:
Row 1 (ws): K	to	end.
Row 2: K1,	*p1,	k1,	rep	from	*	to	end.
Row 3: P1,	*k1,	p1,	rep	from	*	to	end.
Row 4:	Rep	Row	2.
These	4	rows	form	the	yoke	patt.
Work	the	yoke	patt	for	3	rows.
shape armholes
Keeping	the	patt	correct,	bind	off	3	sts	
at	the	beg	of	the	next	2	rows,	2[2:3]	sts	
at	the	beg	of	the	foll	2	rows,	2	sts	at	the	
beg	of	the	foll	2	rows	and	1	st	at	the	beg	
of	the	foll	10	rows.		
89[93:99]	sts.
Cont	without	shaping	until	the	
armholes	measure	6¼[7;7¾]	in.		
(16[18:20]cm),	ending	with	Row	1.
shape neck
Next row (rs):	Work	in	patt	for	29[31:34]	
sts,	bind	off	31	sts	k-wise,	then	work	in	
the	patt	to	the	end.	

Next row:	Work	the	patt	to	the	end,	turn	
and	leave	the	rem	sts	on	a	stitch	holder.	
Work	on	the	first	set	of	29[31:34]	sts		
as	foll:	**Keeping	the	patt	correct,		
bind	off	3[3:4]	sts	at	the	beg	of	the		
next	row,	2	sts	at	the	beg	of	next	alt		
row	and	1	st	at	the	beg	of	the	foll	alt		
row	until	there	are	23[25:27]	sts.
Keeping	the	patt	correct,	work	1	row.	
(For	2nd	side,	work	1	more	row	here.)
Bind	off.	
With	ws	facing,	join	the	yarn	to	the	sts	
on	the	stitch	holder.
Work	as	given	for	the	first	side	from	**	to	
the	end.

FRONT: Work	as	for	the	back	until	
16[16:20]	rows	less	than	the	back	have	
been	worked	to	the	neck	shaping,	
ending	with	a	ws	row.	89[93:99]	sts.
shape neck
Next row (rs): Work	the	patt	for	
33[35:38]	sts,	bind	off	23	sts	k-wise,	
work	the	patt	to	the	end.	
Next row: Work	the	patt	to	the	end,	turn	
and	leave	the	rem	sts	on	a	stitch	holder.	
Work	on	the	first	set	of	33[35:38]	sts	as	
foll:	**Bind	off	3[3:4]	sts	at	the	beg	of	
the	next	row,	2	sts	at	the	beg	of	the	next	
alt	row	and	1	st	at	the	beg	of	the	foll	5	
alt	rows	until	there	are	23[25:27]	sts.
Cont	in	the	patt	until	the	armhole	
measures	the	same	as	the	back	
armhole,	ending	with	a	ws	row.	Bind	
off.	With	ws	facing,	join	the	yarn	to	the	
sts	on	the	holder.	Work	as	for	the	first	
side	from	**	to	the	end.

SLEEVES: Using	size	6	(4.0mm)	
needles,	cast	on	71[79:83]	sts.
Rep	the	2	Rib	rows	of	back	4	times.
Work	the	yoke	patt	as	given	for	
back,	but	inc	1	st	at	each	end	of	the	
10th	and	every	foll	8th	row	until	
there	are	79[87:91]	sts.	
Cont	without	shaping	until	the	
sleeve	measures	6	in.	(15cm)	from	
the	beg,	ending	with	Row	3.
shape top
Bind	off	3	sts	at	the	beg	of	the		
next	2	rows,	2[2:3]	sts	at	the	beg		
of	the	next	2	rows,	2	sts	at	the		

beg	of	the	next	2	rows	and	1	st	at		
the	beg	of	the	foll	10	rows	until	there	
are	55[63:65]	sts.	Work	the	patt	for	
24[28:28]	rows	without	shaping.
Bind	off	2	sts	at	the	beg	of	the	next	
2	rows	and	3	sts	at	the	beg	of	the	
foll	10[12:12]	rows.	Bind	off	the	rem	
21[23:25]	sts.

NECKBAND: Join	the	right	shoulder	
seam.	With	rs	facing,	join	the	yarn	to	
the	top	of	the	left	front	neck,	and	using	
size	4	(3.5mm)	needles,	pick	up	and	k	
123[123:135]	sts	evenly	around	the	neck.
Beg	with	Rib	row	1,	work	the	2	Rib	rows	
of	the	back	for	¾	in.	(2cm),	ending	with	
Rib	row	1.	Bind	off	in	rib.

FINISHING
Block	pieces	using	the	spray	method.	
Join	rem	shoulder	and	neckband	seam.	
Set	in	sleeves,	then	join	side	and	sleeve	
seams.	Weave	in	the	ends.

The rib pattern pulls the 
width in slightly but will 
stretch to size when worn.

designer’s tip

  
★ ★
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Materials

•	 	6	x	1	oz.	(25g)	balls	of	Crea	
Harmony	in	Magma

•	 size	I/9	(5.5mm)	crochet	hook
•	Tapestry	needle
•	 	1	button,	1½-in.	(40mm)	in	
diameter

Go	to	knit-and-stitch.com		
to	buy	Crea	yarn.	See		
information	chart	for	details		
on	all	the	Crea	yarns.

Worked the in basket weave stitch to create a 
chunky, textured fabric, this bag is made from 
two rectangles. a decorative button and chain 
loop are used to fasten the top edge.

clutch purse USe YOUR
 K

NO
W

Le
DGe • USe YOUR NeW

 STITCH • 

 
★ ★
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siZe       
10¼	x	6¾	in.	(26	x	17cm).

GauGe
1	patt	rep	(14	sts)	=	4	in.	(10cm)	and		
10	rows	=	3½	in.	(9cm).

Note: Use	2	strands	of	yarn	held	together	
throughout.	Wind	yarn	into	2	equal-sized	balls	
before	using	to	obtain	an	even	gauge.

aBBreViaTioNs
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

sPeciaL aBBreViaTioNs
dcF	=	dc	at	the	front	worked	as	follows:	yoh,	
insert	the	hook	from	the	front	to	the	back	and	
around	the	next	dc,	yoh	and	draw	a	lp	through,	
complete	the	st	in	the	usual	way.
dcB	=	dc	at	the	back	worked	as	follows:	yoh,	
insert	the	hook	from	the	back	to	the	front	and	
around	the	next	dc,	yoh	and	draw	a	lp	through,	
complete	the	st	in	the	usual	way.

To MaKe
BACK: Using	size	I/9	(5.5mm)	hook	and		
2	strands	of	yarn	held	tog,	make	39	ch.
Foundation row: Work	1	dc	into	4th	ch	from	
hook,	work	1	dc	into	each	ch	to	end.	Turn.	37	sts.
Work	in	patt	as	foll:
Row 1 (rs):	Ch2	(to	count	as	first	dc),	dcF		
around	each	of	next	7	dc,	*dcB	around	each	
of	next	7	dc,	dcF	around	each	of	next	7	dc,	rep	
from	*	once	more,	dcF	around	ch2	sp.	Turn.

Row 2:	Ch2,	dcB	around	each	of	next	7	dc,	*dcF	
around	each	of	next	7	dc,	dcB	around	each	of	
next	7	dc,	rep	from	*	once	more,	dcB	around	
ch.	Turn.
Rows 3 and 4:	Rep	Rows	1	and	2.
Row 5:	Rep	Row	1.
Rows 6 to 9:	Rep	Rows	1	and	2	twice.
Row 10:	Rep	Row	1.
These	10	rows	form	the	patt.
Work	the	patt	for	5	rows.
Now	work	the	border	as	foll:
Next row : Ch1	(does	not	count	as	a	st),	work	1	sc	
into	each	dc	to	the	end.	Turn.	37	sc.
Next row: Ch1,	work	1	sc	into	each	sc	to	end.	
Turn.	
Rep	the	last	row	two	more	times.	
Fasten	off.
Chain loop:	Using	2	strands	of	yarn	held	tog,	
make	a	slip	loop	and	place	it	on	a	I/9	(5.5mm)	
hook.	With	ws	of	back	facing,	insert	hook	into	
17th	sc	from	right,	make	22	ch,	skip	next	3	sc,	sl	
st	into	next	sc.	Fasten	off.

FRONT:	Work	as	given	for	the	back,	omitting	the	
chain	loop.

FiNisHiNG
Join	the	back	and	front	together,	leaving		
the	top	edge	open.	Weave	in	the	ends.		
Sew	the	button	to	the	front,	centered	on		
the	width	and	with	the	top	edge	just		
below	the	border.	
Fasten	with	the	loop.	

Chain stitches are worked at the beginning  
of rows to create the first stitch; the number 
depends on the stitch you are using.  
For double crochet, you would normally work  
3 chains, but for the basket weave stitch the 
double crochets sit lower than normal as  
they are worked around the stitch on the 
previous row. To create a stitch of the  
same height, just 2 chains are worked at  
the beginning of each row to create a stitch 
that’s the same height. 

designer’s tip

★ ★
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Materials

•	 	Multi-colored	potholder,	1	x	3⅓	oz.	
(100g)	skein	of	Cascade	Ultra	Pima	
Paints	in	Modern

•	 	Pair	of	size	5	(3.75mm)	knitting	
needles.

•	 	Set	of	size	4	(3.5mm)	double-pointed	
knitting	needles

•	 	Cream	potholder,	2	x	2	oz.	(50g)	ball		
of	DK	cotton

•	 	Pair	of	size	9	(5.5mm)	knitting	needles
•	Stitch	marker

Potholders are handy accessories to have in the 
kitchen—they’re perfect for holding warm pan 
handles. these two potholders are knitted in garter 
stitch, with shaping along the center diagonal.

potholdersUSE YOUR K
NO

W
LE

DGE • USE YOUR STITCH LIbRaRY • 

★



EAsy does it!12

sIZes
Multi-colored,	5	x	5	in.	(13	x	13cm).
Cream,	8	x	8	in.	(20	x	20cm).

gAuge
Multicolored,	23	sts	and	44	rows	=	4	in.	(10cm)	over	g	st.
Cream,	15	sts	and	28	rows	=	4	in.	(10cm)	over	g	st.
Note:	Use	2	strands	of	cream	yarn	held	together	
throughout.	Wind	yarn	into	2	equal-sized	balls	before	
using	to	obtain	an	even	gauge.

ABBReVIAtIoNs
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

to MAKe
MULTICOLORED Potholder:	Using	size	5	(3.75mm)	
needles,	cast	on	60	sts.
Row 1 (ws): K30,	place	a	stitch	marker	on	the	right-
hand	needle,	k30.
Row 2:	K	to	within	2	sts	of	the	marker,	k2tog,	sl	the	
marker,	k2tog,	k	to	the	end.
Row 3: K	to	the	end,	slipping	the	marker.
Rep	Rows	2	and	3	until	4	sts	rem,	ending	with	a	ws	row.
Remove	the	marker.
Change	to	size	4	(3.5mm)	double-pointed	needles,	
and	work	a	2¼	in.	(5.5cm)	iCord	(see	Customizing	
Techniques	7)	to	make	a	hanging	loop.	Bind	off.
Weave	in	the	ends.	Fold	the	hanging	loop	in	half	and	
sew	the	end	in	place.

CREAM Potholder: Using	size	9	(5.5mm)	needles	and		
2	strands	of	yarn	held	tog,	cast	on	60	sts.
Row 1 (ws): K30,	place	a	stitch	marker	on	the	right-
hand	needle,	k30.
Row 2: K	to	within	2	sts	of	the	marker,	k2tog,	sl	the	
marker,	k2tog,	k	to	the	end.
Row 3:	K	to	the	end,	slipping	the	marker.
Rep	Rows	2	and	3	until	4	sts	rem,	ending	with	a	ws	row.
Next row: K2tog,	remove	the	marker,	k2tog.
Next row: K2.
Rep	the	last	row	16	more	times	for	the	hanging	loop.
Next row: K2tog	and	fasten	off.
Weave	in	the	ends.	Fold	the	hanging	loop	in	half	and	
sew	the	end	in	place.

These potholders are suitable for use 
with warm pan handles. For a thicker 
potholder, make two squares and sew 
them together with an insulating fabric 
between the layers.

designer’s tip

Customize a plain potholder 
by couching a diagonal line 
(as shown), or border onto  
it, using an accent color  
to match your kitchen.

designer’s tip

 CUSTOmIz
E Y

OU
R P

ROJECTS • EmbELLISH W
ITH STYLE • 

See Customizing Techniques 19  
for more creative ideas  

with couching.

★



1 If you are using two strands 
of laid thread, fold a single 
length in half and position 

it on the fabric with the 
strands side by side. Bring the 
couching thread to the front, 
just below the laid thread. 
Make a tiny vertical stitch over 
the laid thread and bring the 
needle to the front again a 
short distance to the left.

2 Spacing the stitches 
evenly, continue making 
vertical stitches over the 

laid thread until it is anchored 
to the fabric.

Customizing techniques 19

designer’s notebook: couching
couching involves laying a decorative thread, 
yarn or cord on to a piece of fabric and stitching 
it in place using a finer thread.

basic couching
Couching lends itself to straight, curved and wavy lines.

Working a corner
Stitches are fanned out at a corner.

The couching technique is very 
versatile—you can use it for outlines 
and linear designs and to fill small or 

large shapes. The thread that is laid down is 
called the laid thread. Laid threads are ones 
that are too thick, delicate or textured to sew 
with a needle in the usual way.  

Couching thread secures the laid thread. 
For this, use a fairly strong thread, such 
as crochet cotton, stranded cotton, silk or 
knitting yarn. You can match the color of the 
couching thread to the laid thread, or use a 
contrasting color for added effect.

cusToMiZe Your 
ThroW...
Horizontal lines of couching, 
worked in contrasting yarns 
and colors, look effective 
when worked on a plain 
square. Use a selection 
of yarns and designs to 
customize some of the 
squares on your throw.

watch the video  
www.knit-and-stitch.com

• When using a single  
thread, turn the laid thread 
at right-angles at a corner. 
Secure it at the corner  
with three closely spaced 
stitches, fanning them  
out around the corner.

• When using a double 
thread, turn the laid thread 
at right-angles when you 
get to a corner. Secure the 
laid thread with two closely 
spaced stitches, then make 
a third, short stitch over the 
lower laid thread only.
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Decorate a felt coaster 
with simple couching.

couched 
coaster

size
4¼ x 4¼ in. (11 x 11cm).

to make 
• Referring to the photograph 
above, pin the navy cord in a 
circle and loop design  
 

around the outer edge of the 
felted square. Leave enough 
space in the center for a mug 
or glass.

• Using the sewing needle 
and navy sewing thread, 
couch the cord in place.  
Work single stitches and 
place them about ¼ in. 
(5mm) apart.

• With cream thread, work 
a few long stitches over the 
cord where it crosses. Secure 
the ends on the wrong side.

MaTerials

•	  4¼ x 4¼ in. (11 x 11cm) of 
felted wool

•	  25½ in. (65cm) of navy 
rounded	cord,	¹/₁₆	in.	 
(2mm) wide

•	  Sewing needle and navy 
sewing thread

•	Pins
•	  Scrap of stranded cotton or 

crochet thread in cream

baTh TiMe
Couch strips of 
fabric into large 
daisy-like flowers 
on a bath mat.

nauTical bag
Customize a fabric bag with  
a couched motif.

scarf TriM
Break the hard 
line of a color 
change by 
couching a wavy 
line along it.



Create neat corners or angles in your knitting with these 
useful techniques. Mitered corners can be used for borders, 
bands and necklines, and mitered squares form neat corners.

Know-How 20

mitered corners  
and squares

working around Corners
To shape knitting so it fits around a corner, you have to increase the number of stitches 
at either side of a central stitch for an outward corner, or decrease the number of 
stitches for an inward corner. Depending on the stitch and type of increase worked, you 
can make a miter with different effects.

Miter at an outer Corner
You will most often find outer corners where two adjacent edges are being worked 
simultaneously on blanket borders or the lower front bands of a garment. 

• For this stockinette stitch border, the stitches 
have either been picked up from the central 
panel or cast on to fit around the outer edges. 
On a right-side row, knit to the corner stitch. 
Make a stitch using the invisible method (puk—
see reading a pattern card), knit the corner 
stitch, then make another stitch (puk) and 
knit to the end. Repeat these two increases at 
either side of the corner stitch on every row, 
or every following alternate row, depending on 
the angle required. Remember to work “pup” 
on wrong-side rows of this border.

• The border starts with cast-on stitches  
for the entire outer edge, and the miter is 
formed with decreases at either side of the 
corner stitch. On a right-side row, knit to  
2 stitches before the corner stitch. 
Decrease by working slip 1, knit 1, pass the 
slipped stitch over (skpo), knit the corner 
stitch, then make another decrease by 
knitting the next two stitches together 
(k2tog). Continue to decrease in this way 
on every following right-side row until the 
border is the required depth.

• Use the same method (working an invisible 
increase at either side of a corner stitch) to 
make a mitered corner on a garter stitch 
border. Here the corner stitch has been  
given extra emphasis by working it in 
stockinette stitch.

Miter at an inner 
Corner
This stockinette stitch border is knitted 
separately and sewn on afterwards. 
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Making Mitered squares
This is a novel way of making a square with extra-neat corners. Start with a number of 
cast-on stitches that will represent two adjacent sides of the square and then decrease in 
the center of the rows until all the stitches are worked off.

1 Cast on an even number of stitches to 
represent two sides of the square. Working 
in garter stitch throughout, for the first 

row (which will be a wrong-side row) knit half 
the number of stitches and then tie a marker 
loop in a contrasting color yarn onto the right 
needle. Knit to the end of the row.

2 For the second (right-side) row, knit  
to 2 stitches before the marker loop,  
knit 2 together (k2tog), slip the marker 

loop, knit 2 together (k2tog) again, then knit 
to the end. Knit across the following wrong-
side row without decreasing and slipping the 
marker loop when you reach it. Repeat these 
2 rows, decreasing 1 stitch at either side of the 
marker loop on every right-side row.

3 Work until 4 stitches remain. On the next 
right-side row, knit 2 together (k2tog) 
twice to leave 2 stitches. Work 1 row on 

these 2 stitches, then knit 2 together (k2tog) 
and fasten off. The resulting shape is a solid 
square with the two decreases at either side 
of the center forming a mitered line that runs 
diagonally from the bottom left to the top right 
of the square.

stripes and Mitered squares
Make a series of garter stitch mitered squares with the same stripe pattern, then 
have fun arranging them in different ways for a variety of design effects.

• Although the pattern looks different on 
these four squares, they are all identical 
with two broad stripes in each square. By 
arranging them in this format, you can 
create a design based on diamond shapes.

• These squares all have a border of narrow stripes 
along two sides. When placed together with the 
stripes facing in the same direction, the design has 
a strong geometric appearance. Or arrange the 
four squares together with the stripes around the 
edges to form a neat border.

When joining these squares, 
use a ladder stitch seam. 

expert’s tip
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double crochet

Size: 4¾ x 4¾ in. (12 x 12cm) 
Crochet hook: G/6 (4mm)
Stitch: double crochet

throw 
H10

dunite Square

the next crochet square for your reversible throw is 
worked in rows of double crochet using Crea impasto 
yarn and a G/6 (4.0mm) crochet hook. double 
crochets are worked into the top of the stitches on 
the previous row, forming long vertical stitches.

in dunite

★  
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try this!
to learn how to work double crochet, follow the 
instructions below or go online to watch the video.

1  Work on any number of chains, plus 2. 
The first row is worked into the length of 
the chain. Foundation row: Take yarn over 
the hook (abbreviated as yoh) and insert 
the hook into the 4th chain, yoh and draw a 
loop through—3 loops on the hook.

2  Work yoh and draw a loop through the 
first 2 loops—2 loops on the hook. Work  
yoh again and draw a loop through the 
remaining 2 loops—1 loop remains on the 
hook. One double crochet completed.

4  Pattern row: Work 3 chain to count as 
the first double crochet, skip the first double 
crochet of the previous row and work 1 
double crochet into the next double crochet.

3  Work 1 double crochet into each chain to 
the end. At the end of the row, turn your 
work. You are ready to work the next row.

5  Work 1 double crochet into the top of each 
double crochet to the end of the row, work the 
last double crochet into the top of the chain 3.

6  Repeat the pattern row to create the 
double crochet fabric—remember to work 
3 chains for the first double crochet at the 
beginning of each row, and work the last 
double crochet of the row into the top of the 
chain 3 of the previous row. 

when you have tacked your squares together, 
label them h10. You’ll need this reference when 
you join the squares for your throw. keep the 
squares safe in your workbasket.

throw 
H10

douBle crochet square  
in dunite

See “reading a pattern card” for the list 
of abbreviations.

to make
Using G/6 (4mm) hook and Impasto, 
make 21 chs.
Foundation row: Work 1 dc into 4th ch 
from hook, work 1 dc into each ch to 
end. Turn. 
Patt row: Ch3 (counts as first dc), work 
1 dc into each dc to the end. Turn. 19 dc.
This row forms the patt. 
Rep the patt row 8 more times.  
Fasten off. 
Work another square in the same way.

note: Each ball of yarn supplied is 
enough to work 2 whole squares. If 
you find you work tightly, or loosely, 
change your hook size—see know-how 
1, reading a pattern card, gauge square.

joininG the SquareS
Block your squares, see blocking your 
work, know-how 3. Then, with wrong 
sides together and the edges matching, 
tack around the outer edge, stitching 
about one stitch from the edge.

watch the video  
www.knit-and-stitch.com

★
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Size: 4¾ x 4¾ in. (12 x 12cm) 
Knitting needles: size 6 (4.0mm)
Stitch: 3 x 3 garter rib

throw 
L5

albite Square

Crea Provenance, in albite, has been used to knit 
this textured square for your beautiful throw. this 
is a simple pattern to knit. it’s created by repeating 
just two pattern rows—one knit row and one row 
worked in 3 x 3 rib.

in albite

3 x 3 garter rib ★



patchwork Collection  40

try this!
to learn how to knit 3 x 3 garter rib, follow the 
instructions below or go online to watch the video.

1  Cast on a multiple of 6 stitches, plus 
3. row 1: Knit to the end of the row. This 
forms the garter stitch row.

2  Now work the rib row. row 2: Purl the 
first 3 stitches, knit the next 3 stitches, then 
purl the following 3 stitches.

3  Repeat knit 3, purl 3 to the end of the 
row. Rows 1 and 2 form the pattern.

when you have tacked 
your squares together, 
label them l5. You’ll 
need this reference 
when you join the 
squares for your throw. 
keep the squares safe 
in your workbasket.

throw 
L5

3 x 3 garter rib square  
in albite

See “reading a pattern card” for the list 
of abbreviations.

to make
Using sixe 6 (4.0mm) needles and 
Provenance, cast on 21 sts.
row 1: K to end.
row 2: P3, *k3, p3, rep from * to end.
These 2 rows form the patt.
Cont in patt until work measures 4¾ in. 
(12cm) from cast-on edge, ending with 
Row 2. Bind off.
Make another square in the same way.

Note: Each ball of yarn supplied is 
enough to work 2 whole squares. If you 
find you work tightly, or loosely, change 
your needle size—see know-how 1, 
reading a pattern card, gauge square.

joiNiNg the SquareS
Block your squares, see blocking your 
work, know-how 3. Then, with wrong 
sides together and the edges matching, 
tack around the outer edge, stitching 
about one stitch from the edge.

watch the video  
www.knit-and-stitch.com

4  Repeat Rows 1 and 2 throughout to 
create the 3 x 3 garter rib fabric.

  
★



Fashion projects 17

Materials
•	 	2[2:3:3]	x	3½	oz.	(100g)	balls	of	
James	C.	Brett	Twinkle	Fashion	
DK	in	Black	with	Black	metallic	

•	 	Pair	of	size	6	(4.0mm)	knitting	
needles

•	Cable	needle
•	Tapestry	needle

this a-line 
skirt, knitted in 
stockinette stitch, 
has a panel of 
narrow cables 
forming a deep 
yoke. it is made 
from a yarn with 
a sparkly thread 
to give it an extra 
touch of glamor.

short skirt
USE YOUR K

NO
W

LE
DGE • USE YOUR STITCH LIbRaRY • 

  
★ ★
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siZes
To	suit	hips	34–36½[37–39¾:40–	
42½]in.	(86-93[94-101:102-108]cm).
Length	19¾	in.	(50cm).

GauGe
24	sts	and	32	rows	=	4	in.	(10cm)		
over	st	st.

aBBreViations
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

sPeciaL aBBreViations
ssk	=	slip,	slip,	knit	worked	as	follows:	
sl	next	2	sts	k-wise,	insert	left	needle	
into	the	2	slipped	sts,	from	left	to	
right,	and	k	them	tog.
C4B	=	cable	4	back	worked	as	follows:	
sl	next	2	sts	onto	the	cn	and	leave	at	
the	back	of	the	work,	k2,	then	k	sts	
from	the	cn.

to MaKe
FRONT:	Using	size	6	(4.0mm)	
needles,	cast	on	110[122:132]	sts.		
K	6	rows.
Cont	in	st	st,	shaping	as	foll:
Beg	with	a	k	row,	work	28	rows,	
ending	with	a	p	row.
Dec row:	K2,	k2tog,	k	to	last	4	sts,	ssk,	
k2.	108[120:130]	sts.

Work	29	rows,	ending	with	a	p	row.
Rep	the	last	30	rows	two	more	
times,	then	work	the	dec	row	again.	
102[114:124]	sts.
Cont	without	shaping	until	the	work	
measures	16½	in.	(42cm)	from	the	
beg,	ending	with	a	p	row.	
Yoke
Row 1 (rs):	K2[2:1],	*p2,	k2,	p1,	k4,	p1,	
k2,	rep	from	*	to	last	4[4:3]	sts,	p2,	
k2[2:1].
Row 2: P2[2:1],	*k2,	p2,	k1,	p4,	k1,	
p2,	rep	from	*	to	last	4[4:3]	sts,	k2,	
p2[2:1].
Row 3: K2[2:1],	*p2,	k2,	p1,	C4B,	p1,	
k2,	rep	from	*	to	last	4[4:3]	sts,	p2,	
k2[2:1].
Row 4: Rep	Row	2.
These	4	rows	form	the	patt.
Rep	them	6	more	times.		
Bind	off.

BACK:	Work	as	given	for	the	
front.

FinishinG
Block	the	skirt	to	size	using		
the	spray	method.	Join	the		
side	seams.	Weave	in	the	ends.

The cable pattern on the yoke 
stretches to ensure a comfortable 
fit. If the yoke is a bit loose on you, 
add a few rows of shirring elastic, 
weaving it through the pattern on 
the wrong side.

designer’s tip

  
★ ★
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Materials

•	 	5	x	5	oz.	(150g)	balls	of	Sirdar	
Gorgeous	in	Linen

•	 	Pair	of	size	19	(16.0mm)	knitting	
needles

•	Large-eyed	tapestry	needle
•	Scrap	of	chunky	yarn
•	 	Foam	cube,	14x	14	x	14	in.		
(36	x	36	x	36cm)

•	60	in.	(1.5m)	of	narrow	elastic

this elasticized ottoman cover is worked in 3 x 3 
garter rib, your new stitch. it has a square panel 
for the top, while a long strip forms the four sides. 

ottoman cover USe YOUR
 K

NO
W

Le
DGe • USe YOUR NeW

 STITCH • 

★
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SIZE  
To	fit	a	foam	cube	14	x	14	x	14	in.	(36	x	36	x	36cm).

GauGE
6	sts	and	9	rows	=	4	in.	(10cm)	over	3	x	3	garter	rib.

aBBREVIaTIONS
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

TO MaKE
LONG STRIP:	Using	size	19	(16.0mm)	needles,	cast	on	21	sts.
Work	in	patt	as	foll:
Row 1 (rs): K	to	end.	
Row 2:	K3,	*p3,	k3,	rep	from	*	to	end.
These	2	rows	form	the	patt.
Rep	them	63	more	times.
Bind	off.

TOP PANEL:	Using	size	19	(16.0mm)		needles,	cast	on	21	sts.
Work	the	2	patt	rows	as	given	for	the	long	strip		
15	times,	then	work	Row	1	again.	Bind	off.

FINISHING
Using	the	scrap	of	chunky	yarn,	join	the	cast-on	and	bind-
off	edges	of	the	long	strip	together,	with	the	seams	on	
the	wrong	side.	With	right	sides	together,	and	the	seam	at	
one	corner,	pin	the	strip	around	the	edge	of	the	top	panel.	
Working	on	the	wrong	side	and	one	stitch	from	the	edge,	
use	the	mattress	stitch	to	sew	the	strip	to	the	top	panel—
the	seam	will	be	on	the	right	side	(see	Decorative	Seams,	
know-how	21).	Weave	in	the	ends.	
Place	the	cover	over	the	foam	cube.	Thread	the	elastic	
onto	a	tapestry	needle	and	weave	it	around	lower	edge	
of	the	side	strip,	pull	it	up	to	fit	the	cube,	then	secure	the	
ends	of	the	elastic.

If you want to make a lining for your 
ottoman, cut six 15½ in. (39cm) squares of 
cotton fabric. Join the squares together, 
using a ½–in. (1.5cm) seam allowance 
and leaving the bottom panel open. 
Trim the seams and trim the corners to 
reduce the bulk. Press the raw edges to 
the wrong side. Turn right side out and 
place the cover over the foam; slipstitch 
the bottom panel in place.

designer’s tip

bottom panel

★
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Materials
•	 	10	x	1	oz.	(25g)	balls	of	Crea	
Shadow	in	Tuff

•	 	Pair	of	size	10½	(6.5mm)	knitting	
needles

•	Tapestry	needle
Go	to	knit-and-stitch.com	to	buy	
Crea	yarn.	See	the	information	
chart	for	full	details	on	all	the		
Crea	yarns.

this knitted basket is worked in garter 
stitch and uses two strands of yarn held 
together to create a firm fabric. The  
basket is ideal for storage, making it  
a useful addition to any home.

storage basketUSE YOUR K
NO

W
LE

DGE • USE YOUR STITCH LIbRaRY • 

★
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sIZe       
7	in.	(18cm)	inside	diameter	x	6¾	in.	
(17cm)	high,	with	cuff	turned	back.

GAuGe
13	sts	and	24	rows	=	4in.	(10cm)	over	g	st.
Note:	Use	2	strands	held	together	
throughout.	Wind	2	balls	together	before	
using	to	obtain	an	even	gauge.

ABBReVIAtIoNs
See	reading	a	pattern	card.

to MAKe
Using	size	10½	(6.5mm)	needles	and	2	
strands	of	yarn	held	tog,	cast	on	30	sts.
Cont	in	g	st	(every	row	k)	until	work	
measures	22	in.	(56cm)	from	beg	(see	
designer’s	tip).	Bind	off.
Base:	Join	2	strands	of	yarn	to	lower	
edge	and	using	size	10½	(6.5mm)	needles,	
pick	up	and	k	66	sts	evenly	along	this	
edge.
K	1	row.
1st dec row: K1,	k2tog,	*k6,	k2tog,	rep	
from	*	to	last	7	sts,	k7.	58	sts.
K	1	row.
2nd dec row:	K1,	k2tog,	*k5,	k2tog,	rep	
from	*	to	last	6	sts,	k6.	50	sts.
K	1	row.
3rd dec row:	K1,	k2tog,	*k4,	k2tog,	rep	

from	*	to	last	5	sts,	k5.	42	sts.
K	1	row.
4th dec row:	K1,	k2tog,	*k3,	k2tog,	rep	
from	*	to	last	4	sts,	k4.	34	sts.
K	1	row.
5th dec row:	K1,	k2tog,	*k2,	k2tog,	rep	
from	*	to	last	3	sts,	k3.	26	sts.
K	1	row.
6th dec row: K1,	k2tog,	*k1,	k2tog,	rep	
from	*	to	last	2	sts,	k2.	18	sts.
K	1	row.
7th dec row:	K1,	*k2tog,	rep	from	*	to	last	
st,	k1.	10	sts.
K	1	row.
Cut	the	yarn,	leaving	a	long	yarn	tail.	
Thread	the	yarn	tail	through	the	rem	sts,	
draw	up	the	yarn	tightly	and	secure	the	
end.	Do	not	cut	the	yarn,	but	use	it	to		
join	the	seam.

FINIsHING
Join	the	seam,	reversing	the	seam	for	2½	
in.	(6cm)	at	the	top	for	the	cuff.	Weave	in	
the	ends.	Fold	the	cuff	over.

When you need to join 
new yarn, aim to do 
so at the same edge 
each time. Make this 
the lower edge of the 
basket so the edge  
of the turned-down 
cuff is neater.

designer’s tip

 CUSTOmIz
E Y

OU
R p

ROjECTS • EmbELLISH W
ITH STYLE • 

See Customizing Techniques 20  
for more creative ideas  
with covered buttons.

Use colorful covered buttons on 
a knitted strip to create a faux 
fastening on your knitted basket. 
Knit a garter stitch strip, a little 
wider than your buttons, and sew 
it to the side of your basket. Cover 
the buttons with knitted or fabric 
pieces and sew them onto the strip.

designer’s tip

★



1Use the guide provided with the button 
kit to cut a fabric circle for each button. 
Secure the end of the thread in the 

fabric, then work small running stitches 
around the edge. Center the top part of the 
button on the wrong side of the fabric.

2Pull up the thread to gather the fabric 
around the top of the button. Secure 
the end by working a few small  

stitches into the fabric. Cut the thread.
3Push the back of the button over the 

shank and press it firmly in place.

Customizing techniques 20

covering a button
Use knitted, dressmaker’s or upholstery fabric to cover button mounts.

watch the video  
www.knit-and-stitch.com

covered buttons are the ultimate coordinated trims 
and give your projects the perfect finish.

Buttons serve a useful purpose as a 
fastner, but looked at another way, 
they can be a focal point on many 

items. So why should they be understated?

A row of bright buttons in contrasting colors 
lifts a cardigan to another design level, while 
a single outsized button adds character to 
the simplest of pillow covers.

Mounts for making covered buttons are 
available in a wide range of sizes and can be 
used to create an original set of fastenings 
or trims for your projects. Cover them in 
a fabric to match your item, or choose a 
contrasting texture for added interest.

cuStoMiZe Your 
tHroW...
Cover a large button in felted 
wool, textured knitting or a 
cotton fabric and sew it to the 
center of one of the squares 
on your throw. Alternatively, 
cover a set of smaller buttons 
and sew in an arrangement 
on one of the plain squares.

designer’s notebook:  
covered buttons
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a vintage-style pincushion 
made from felted knitting. 

pincushion

size       
4 x 4 in. (10 x 10cm).

ABBReViAtions
See reading a pattern card.

to mAKe
PINCUSHION: Using size 7 (4.5mm) 
needles and A, cast on 40 sts.
K 1 row and p 1 row.
Join B.
Stranding the color not in use 
loosely up the side of the knitting, 
cont in st st, working in stripes of 
4 rows B and 4 rows A until work 
measures 15¾ in. (40cm) from the 
beg. Bind off.

BUTTON COVER: Using size 7 
(4.5mm) needles and C, cast on  
40 sts.
Beg with a k row, work in st st for  
6 in. (15cm). Bind off.

Finishing
Felt the knitting following the 
instructions in know-how 11.  
Once felted, let dry completely. 
From the striped fabric, cut two 4¾-
in. (12cm) squares. With rs together, 
taking a ½-in. (1cm) seam allowance, 
sew around the outer edge, leaving 
an opening on one side. Turn the 
pincushion right side out, pushing 
out the corners. 
Fill firmly with polyester toy filling, 
then slipstitch the opening closed.
Following the manufacturer’s 
instructions, make a covered button 
using the pink felted fabric. 
Sew the button to the center of  
the pincushion.

MaterialS

•  1 x 2 oz. (50g) hank of Cascade  
Fingering (4 ply) in Walnut Heather (A) 

•  1 x 2 oz. (50g) hank of Cascade  
Fingering (4 ply) in Beige (B)

•  Scrap of pink yarn suitable for felting  
for button cover (C)

•  Pair of size 7 (4.5mm) knitting needles
• Tapestry needle
• Polyester toy filling
•  Self-cover button, 1⅛-in. (29mm)  

in diameter
• Sewing needle and sewing thread

Hair bobbleS
Fabric-covered buttons make 
cute hair bobble trims.

blanket Wrap
Use covered 
buttons to fasten a 
fabric band around 
a picnic blanket. 

floral 
buttonS
Add buttons 
covered in pretty 
floral prints to a 
plain cardigan.
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Seams have the obvious practical function of joining 
together two pieces of a garment or other item. 
However they can be given a creative touch that 
makes them decorative as well as functional. 

decorative seams

S eams are often required to be as 
unobtrusive as possible. However, 
drawing attention to them turns  

them into design features that add focus 
to anything from garments to bags or soft 
furnishings. Work seams with decorative 
stitches using matching yarns, or choose a 
contrasting color to maximize the visual effect. 
Alternatively, by reversing the usual seaming 
process and placing wrong sides together, 
the seam becomes a highly visible ridge that 
creates decorative impact on the right side of 
the item, rather than being inconspicuous. 

All kinds of fabrics, including knitted and 
crocheted fabrics, felted wool and other  
non-fraying materials, can benefit from  
these alternative approaches.

decorative SeamS for knitted fabricS

overcast stitch
Usually worked from the wrong side with right 
sides together, the overcast stitch can also be 
worked with the edges placed side-by-side 
to make a flat seam. To create a decorative 
feature, use a contrasting yarn that’s thick 
enough to cover the edges of the fabric.

knitted stitch
Used to join row-ends on vertical edges, this 
creates a line of imitation knit stitches similar 
to the effect of the duplicate stitch. The finish 
is slightly raised, and a contrasting color makes 
the seam stand out.

fishbone stitch
As with overcast stitch, this can be worked in  
a contrasting color for an attractive flat,  
edge-to-edge seam. 

mock grafting   
Similar to the knit stitch in appearance, this 
can be used either to join two bind-off edges 
stitch-to-stitch or to join a bind-off edge to a 
selvedge edge. Work the mock grafting fairly 
loosely so the individual stitches are apparent.

Experiment with different 
yarns to work decorative 
seams. You can try the same 
weight of yarn as used for 
the knitted fabric, but the 
ornamental effect will be more 
pronounced if a thicker yarn 
is used. Knitting yarns offer 
a wide range of colors and 
weights, and they have the 
same amount of natural “give” 
as the fabric. Alternatively, 
try using tapestry wools. 

expert’s tip
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crocHeted SeamS
Crocheted seams can be worked on both 
crocheted and knitted fabrics. They create 
a firm finish that’s perfect for transforming 
seams into a striking design feature.

 
Slip stitch crochet seam   
Worked from the right side of the fabric, this 
creates a ridged seam that leaves the edges 
of the knitting exposed—use contrasting or 
matching yarn for different design effects.

Single crochet seam 
Here again, place wrong sides together 
and work from the right side of the knitted 
fabric to create a neat, decorative seam that 
completely covers the knitted edges.  

ridged SeamS
Ridged seams are created by stitching with the wrong sides together. The ridge  
that is normally on the “wrong” side is on display on the front of the item. 

overcast stitch   
Place the edges with wrong sides together 
and use the overcast stitch to create a cord-
like ridge on the front of the work. Using a 
contrasting color makes the stitches stand out. 

mattress stitch 
Also known as the ladder stitch, this stitch is 
usually used to create a completely invisible 
seam on the right side with a ridge on the 
back. For the ridge to appear on the right side 
of the item, simply work the seam with the 
wrong sides of the knitting facing you.

backstitch   
Backstitch seams are usually worked with 
the right sides together. However, placing the 
wrong sides together gives a decorative ridged 
effect on the right side of the work. Use a 
matching yarn unless you want the stitches  
to stand out.

changing direction 
Use ridged seams to join bind-off edges  
or selvages. Changing the direction of the  
join and alternating the right and wrong  
sides of the knitting adds extra impact to  
a patchwork of knitted squares. 

Embroidery stitches can be used to create 
decorative flat-felled (overlapped) seams on 
fabrics that do not fray, such as conventional 
felt and felted wool. Alternatively, these stiches 
can be used to add a right-side design impact 
that highlights conventional plain seams. 

The herringbone stitch is a simple, long- 
armed version of the cross stitch. Work  
it over the edge of the overlapped fabric  
to secure the seam. 

The blanket stitch is a useful and traditional 
way to finish a flat-felled seam on heavy 
fabrics. To form the loop, bring the needle  
out immediately below the edge of the upper 
layer of the fabric.

decorative SeamS for non-fraying fabricS
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