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DRIVE TIME
Add four cables to the reactor 
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With this issue, you receive four cables to add to the 
reactor drum on your DeLorean’s reactor platform. 

YOUR CAR PARTS

10

REACTOR CABLES X 4116A

6
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DRIVE TIME
INSTRUCTIONS

Add cables around the 
reactor drum.

With this issue, follow the illustrated 
guide to add more details to the reactor 
platform of your DeLorean.  

REACTOR DRUM CABLES

4

DRIVE TIME

STEP 1 ›› Push the straight ends of two reactor cables into the two holes in the left mount as shown below.  

Two holes here

J244_BTTF116_UKNAT_DELOREAN_P04-05.indd   4 27/08/2019   20:30



BUILD THE                     DELOREAN

5

STEP 3 ›› Push two more cables into the holes in the right mount.  STEP 2 ›› Bring the right-angled ends of the cables around the 
drum and push them into the holes between the 7th and 8th blocks.  

STEP 4 ›› Bring the right-angled ends of the cables around the 
drum and push them into the holes between the 8th and 9th blocks.  

Bring the right-angled ends of the cables around the 
drum and push them into the holes between the 8th and 9th blocks.  

Two holes here

1

2

3

4
5

6 7 8

7
8

Two holes here

This is how the reactor platfom should look at 
the completion of this stage.   

9
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ANIMATED 
ADVENTURES 

More on how Marty and Doc Brown continued their adventures in 
an animated series, with an episode guide. 

DESTINATION: SATURDAY MORNING   

T he animated Back to the Future series 
began its Saturday morning run on the CBS 
network in October 1991, about a year after 

the idea was fi rst proposed by Universal Cartoon 
Studios. Bob Gale, co-writer and co-creator of the 
Back to the Future trilogy, was involved with the 
production of the animated series and brought on 
board a number of innovations. It was his idea to 
include live-action scenes with Christopher 

board a number of innovations. It was his idea to 

6

BEHIND THE SCENES

Lloyd as Doc Brown, and to 
feature ‘real’ science 
experiments. The fi rst 
season’s live scenes were 
shot in the summer of 1991 
at Universal Studios

Peyton Reed, who had shot 
the live-action footage with 
Lloyd for the Back to the 
Future rides at Universal 
Studios, was employed to 
direct the live scenes. ‘It was 
a thrill,’ Reed admitted. ‘This 
was not just behind-the-
scenes stuff, it was directing 
Chris as the Doc Brown 
character. For me as a 
director it was a big leap, we 
were shooting on 35mm fi lm 
[rather than the video 
cameras used for the ride 
footage]. It was a Saturday 

morning show, but it was still an offi cial Back to 
the Future thing.’ 

DOC’S LABORATORY 
The live-action set for the fi rst series featured 
Doc’s laboratory, and was built to resemble the lab 
in the theme park ride, giving continuity to the 
various elements. Lloyd delivered his scientifi c 
jargon straight to camera, but because of the very 

DOC DOES IT AGAIN
At Bob Gale’s request, Christopher Lloyd 
returned as Doc Brown for new scenes to 
bookend the animated series.   
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tight schedule there was little or no time for 
multiple takes. Peyton Reed used an innovative 
means to cover the cuts between takes, something 
that he had used in the video for the theme park 
ride. He cut in a screen of static, followed by a 
‘Please Stand By’ card and some music – when 
the picture returned, Reed could use a different 
take, with the cutaway disguising the join. Reed 
also co-wrote the episode Retired with his writing 
partner Mark Cowen.   

For the animation that made up the body of the 
episode, half of the run was directed by John Hays, 
and the other half was directed by Phil Robinson.  

SCIENCE OF BASKETBALL 
The science experiments, marshaled by Bill Nye,  
were also shot with Lloyd’s scenes. Nye was 
featured in every animated episode except one 
– for the baseball story Batter Up, the closing 

BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE SERIES
SEASON ONE  EPS 8-13
Ep. 8 Batter Up (Nov 6, 1991)
Written by Mark Hoffmeier, John Loy and John Ludin, Directed by John Hays  
Marty goes back to 1897 to help his ancestor, Pee Wee McFly, the pitcher for the Boston 
Beaneaters, win the series with the help of Doc’s special glasses. But Diamond Jim Tannen 
makes trouble...  

Ep. 9 Solar Sailors (Nov 16, 1991)    
Written by Earl Kress, John Ludin and John Loy, Directed by Phil Robinson    
As an anniversary gift from Jules, Doc and Clara get tickets to ride the fi rst Passenger 
Solar Sailing ship to Mars in 2091, piloted by Captain Marta McFly Jr. When Verne and 
Jules discover Ziff Tannen’s plans to sabotage the ship, they race to the rescue.

Ep. 10 Dickens of a Christmas (Nov 23, 1991)  
Written by Rick Cunningham, John Loy and John Ludin, Directed by John Hays 
During a heatwave, Doc takes Marty and the family back in time to a snowy Dickensian 
Christmas. But they fi nd miserly landlord Ebiffnezer Tannen making trouble, and resolve to 
teach him a lesson...  

Ep. 11 Gone Fishin’ (Nov 30, 1991)
Written by Wayne Kaatz and John Ludin,  Directed by Phil Robinson 
Jules, Verne and Marty go back in time to Doc’s childhood, to help him overcome his fear of 
fi shing. By using a memory device, they discover that his fear stems from an accident when 
four-year-old Doc was staying with his Uncle Oliver one summer, and fell into the river while 
fi shing. In a strange turn of events, young Emmett becomes a celebrity daredevil. 

Ep. 12 Retired (Dec 7, 1991)
Written by Peyton Reed, Mark Cowen, John Ludin and John Loy, Directed by John Hays  
When Jules and Verne play an April Fool’s trick on Doc, he believes his mental powers are 
exhausted and goes back in time to the Cro-Magnon period. There he realizes that there are 
still things left to invent, and decides to go to Marty’s rock concert – something totally 
mindless! When a freak storm threatens everyone, can Doc be brought out of retirement to 
save the day? 

Ep. 13 Clara’s Folks (Dec 14, 1991)
Written by John Loy and Mary Jo Ludin, Directed by Phil Robinson  
Verne, Jules and Marty head back to 1850 Wyoming to meet Clara’s parents on the Oregon 
Trail. But once they arrive, Martha, Clara’s future mother, falls in love with Marty. Then Wild 
Bill Tannen (‘Mad Dog’ Tannen’s father) kidnaps Martha for himself. Doc and Daniel Clayton, 
Clara’s future father, attempt to rescue Martha, and with the help of Old Faithful, history is 
put back on track.

7

NEW MODEL DELOREAN 
Doc and Marty continue their adventures in the DeLorean, 
watched by Doc’s sons Jules and Verne,  and Einstein. The design 
of the time machine was simplifi ed considerably for the series. 

SOUNDS FAMILIAR
For the animated adventures, Marty was voiced by David Kaufman 
and Dan Castellaneta was Doc. Mary Steenburgen, Thomas Wilson 
and James Tolkan also provided voices for the series.  
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BEHIND THE SCENES

WHAT THE DICKENS?
Doc takes Marty and the family back in time to a Victorian Christmas, 
where they discover an ancestor of Biff’s making trouble, as usual. 
But there’s still time for some carol singing!        

BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE SERIES
SEASON TWO  EPS 1-7
Ep. 1 Mac the Black  (19 Sep. 1992)
Written by John Loy and John Ludin, Directed by John Hays
Verne stows away with Marty to the Caribbean in the year 1697. Once there, Marty is mistaken 
for the infamous pirate, Mac the Black, but then the real Mac the Black appears, and the 
Spanish Armada engages the pirates in battle. 

Ep. 2 Put on Your Thinking Caps, Kids! It’s Time for Mr Wisdom! (26th Sep. 1992)
Written by Wayne Kaatz, Directed by John Hays 
Mr Wisdom is the host of a children’s science show, and Verne’s hero. But Doc explains to 
Verne and Marty that Mr Wisdom was his college roommate and stole one of his inventions to 
win a science fair. When Mr Wisdom steals the DeLorean and ends up in Krakatoa in 1883, a 
contest is held to see who the real scientifi c genius is... 

Ep. 3 A Friend in Deed (3rd Oct. 1992)
Written by Sean Derek, John Loy and John Ludin, Directed by John Hays 
Biff produces a legal deed from the 1800s for Jennifer Parker’s ranch and plans to evict her 
and her family. Marty heads back with Jules and Verne to the Old West to fi nd the truth. Marty 
discovers that the Parkers were swindled out of their property by outlaw Thaddeus Tannen... 

Ep. 4 Marty McFly PFC (17th Oct. 1992)
Written by Mary Jo Ludin, Directed by John Hays 
When Verne complains that he doesn’t like dance lessons, Doc tells him about a machine he 
once devised to help people memorise dance steps. Unfortunately the plans were lost in a fi re 
when Doc was young. Verne and Marty head back to 1944 to fi nd the plans. Marty accidentally 
joins the Army and Verne wins the trophy at the Hill Valley Jitterbug Contest. 

Ep. 5 Verne’s New Friend (24th Oct. 1992)  
Written by Mary Jo Ludin, Directed by John Hays
While practising baseball, Verne makes a new friend called Chris who is actually a girl called 
Christina. This fact isn’t revealed until Chris joins Verne and Marty on a trip to the circus in 
1933, where Verne gets in trouble on a high wire and is rescued by his new friend.  

Ep. 6 BraveLord and the Demon Monstrux (31st Oct. 1992)   
Written by Wayne Kaatz, Directed by John Hays 
Verne is addicted to a video game called ‘BraveLord and Monstrux’ so Jules transfers the game to 
Verne’s bedroom TV, but the characters in the game come to life, and Doc is trapped in the game. 
BraveLord ends up in Verne’s bedroom while the Demon Monstrux appears in Biff’s house!

Ep. 7 The Money Tree (7th Nov 1992)
Written by Earl Kress, Directed by John Hays
On Verne’s suggestion, Jules grows a money tree, which makes Jules the popular rich kid at 
school but the FBI learns about the tree and believes it is part of a counterfeiting operation. 
Then Biff and Biff Jr steal the tree in the middle of the night and get their just desserts when 
they are arrested by the FBI for being in possession of the tree. 

8

scene featured Los Angeles Dodgers player Brett 
Butler, who talked about the Magnus effect, the 
phenomenon which makes a curve ball curve.  

CAST RECORDING 
Most voice-over sessions for animated shows 
involve the actors recording their lines individually. 
For this show, however, Bob Gale wanted to try 
something different and asked that the entire cast 
record the dialogue together like a radio play. ‘It 
was a creative decision,’ he said. ‘We thought it 
would improve the performances and give the 
show extra energy, and it did.’ 

Certainly the animation has energy to spare, 
packing a wealth of action into each episode’s 
21-minute running time and catching the thrilling 
pace of the original movies with constantly 
changing backgrounds and dynamic angles. It was 
some achievement, because the series was entirely 
hand-drawn cel animation – the era of computer 
animation was still a little way off.  

At the end of the fi rst season of 13 episodes, 
CBS agreed to go ahead with a second run of 13. 
However, the head of children’s programming at 
CBS wanted some changes, as Gale recalled. 
‘She didn’t like the science experiments, so she 
wanted to drop that aspect. Her other suggestion 
was to add an alien to the cast of characters. I said 
absolutely no to both.’ 
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BACK TO THE FUTURE: THE SERIES
SEASON TWO  EPS 8-13
Ep. 8 A Verne by Any Other Name (Nov 14, 1992)
Written by Earl Kress, Directed by John Hays
Verne gets teased about his name, so he and Marty head back to 1880s France to convince 
Jules Verne to change his name. When that plan fails, they head to the Old West to get Doc 
and Clara to choose another name for their baby, who is about to be born. When Verne 
courageously helps out with his own birth, Clara and Doc name Verne after a brave young 
man.... called Verne!

Ep. 9  Hill Valley Brown-Out (Nov 21, 1992)
Written by Wayne Kaatz, Directed by John Hays
Doc causes a power outage in Hill Valley, affecting the Founder’s Day Celebration planned 
for the next day. Doc offers to fi x the town’s power plant by increasing its output and 
producing free electricity, but this just causes havoc. With no power, the townspeople 
celebrate Founder’s Day as the original Founders would have done.

Ep. 10 My Pop’s An Alien (Dec 5, 1992)
Story by: Mark Hoffmeier, Mary Jo Ludin, Directed by John Hays 
The comet Kahooey is approaching Earth’s orbit, which sends Biff into a panic because he 
thinks aliens are invading. Mass hysteria grips Hill Valley as the police and the army surround 
the suspected alien – Doc Brown! The trouble, it seems, all started back in 1967...  

Ep. 11 Super Doc (Dec 12, 1992)
Written by Wayne Kaatz, Directed by John Hays 
In his short-lived career as a wrestler in the 1950s, Doc bangs his head and believes that he is 
a superhero – Mega-Brain-Man! – but constantly mistakes ordinary events for dastardly deeds. 

Ep. 12 St Louis Blues (Dec 19, 1992)  
Written by Mary Jo Ludin, Directed by John Hays
When Marty uses Doc’s hair-cutting machine, it causes his hair to change styles 
instantaneously. He seeks out Doc, who has gone with Clara to the 1904 World’s Fair in St 
Louis. There, PT Tannen (Buford’s son) kidnaps Marty and displays him in a side-show as a 
‘curiosity of nature’!

Ep. 13 Verne Hatches an Egg (Dec 29, 1992)   
Written by Mark Klastorin, Michael Klastorin, John Loy and John Ludin
Directed by John Hays 
Biff Jr steals an arrowhead that Verne was going to use for his ‘Show and Tell’. Verne will have 
to sing in the school play if he does not fi nd something to talk about, so he goes with Marty to 
the age of dinosaurs and brings back a dinosaur egg. The egg hatches into a Brontosaurus 
which is captured by Biff and Biff Jr. They, in turn, sell it to Mr Wisdom, who plans to dissect 
‘Tiny’ and make a fortune. Marty and the Brown family reunite Tiny with his mother in 
prehistoric times, but one of his baby teeth comes loose. Doc says Verne can 
use this for his ‘Show and Tell’. 

9

All the animation for the second season was 
directed by John Hays. Peyton Reed was not 
available to record the live-action material with 
Christopher Lloyd and Bill Nye, so these scenes 
were directed by Bob Gale. The budget was tight, 
so to save money, Lloyd was shot in front of a blue 
screen, and backgrounds were added later.    

FANTASTIC STORIES
For the second series, the emphasis moved away 
from science and history-based plotlines to more 
fantastic and comedic elements, such as Doc 
being mistaken for an alien, a tree that grows 
money, and video game characters that ‘escape’ 
into the real world. Doc’s boys Jules and Verne 
became the focus of many of the storylines. By 
the end of the second series, with ratings falling, 
CBS decided not to renew the show. 

Nevertheless, everyone connected with the 
animated incarnation of Back to the Future felt that 
they had brought something new and worthwhile to 
children’s television. Bob Gale was particularly 
delighted to receive letters from children who said 
that they had carried out their own science 
experiments and teachers who used the science 
from the series in their lessons. ‘We loved getting 
those letters,’ he said. ■

MARTY GOES SOLO 
Although Marty’s girlfriend Jennifer appeared in the animated series, 
voiced by Cathy Cavadini, the rest of the McFly family were not 
featured, as there was already a large cast of characters.    
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 Marty has arrived in Hill Valley 

1955, transported through 

time in the DeLorean. He hides 

the car and makes for the town square, still 

not entirely realizing what has happened. 

It’s 8:30 on a Saturday morning but 

already the center of town is bustling with 

life, so different from the concrete-covered 

parking lot that Marty knew as the town 

square in 1985. Someone has set up an 

easel and is painting a picture, a cop is on 

patrol, elsewhere a municipal worker is 

mowing the grass on the well-tended 

lawn in front of the Courthouse. 

Some of the businesses around the 

square haven’t changed – there’s the ‘Ask 

Mr Foster’ travel service, the Statler car 

dealership and the Texaco garage –  all 

much as they were in 1985. But some are 

very different. Who would have thought 

that Cupid’s adult bookstore was once Hill 

Valley Stationers? Or that Lou’s Aerobic 

Fitness Center was once Lou’s Cafe? 

Marty grabs a discarded newspaper and 

checks the date. November 5, 1955! 

“This has gotta be a dream!” he 

murmurs. But it’s no dream, Marty, this 

is Hill Valley town square, 1955... ■

Marty arrives in a familiar location, but 
fi nds it very, very different...  

A NICE PLACE TO LIVE

HILL VALLEY TOWN 
SQUARE (1955)

A WEALTH OF DETAIL
● One of the many amazing 
things about Back to the Future
is the amount of work that has 
gone into every frame. The 
minutiae of Hill Valley town 
square in 1955 may have gone 
unnoticed on the fi rst viewing, 
maybe even the second or third, 
but now with the virtue of 
freeze-frame and hi-defi nition 
transfers of the fi lm, every detail 
can be enjoyed, from the shop 
fronts to the passers-by to the 
logos on the ‘Welcome to Hill 
Valley’ board. And yes, there 
really is an organization called 
‘Optimist International.’    

A TIME-TRAVELER’S GUIDE 

mowing the grass on the well-tended 

10

QUICK FACTS!

Left: It’s Hill Valley town square in 1955, 
but Marty thinks he must be dreaming... 
Above: Vintage graphics including 
Ask Mr Foster’s ‘Time to Travel?’ sign.     
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NEXT ISSUE...
YOUR CAR PARTS...

WWW.BUILD-THE-DELOREAN.COM
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PICTURE CREDITS: All photos © Universal except where stated.
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REACTOR CABLES
More cables for the reactor 
of your DeLorean.    
With your next issue, you will receive 
more components for your DeLorean’s 
reactor, which you can fi t by following 
the illustrated guide.   

THE MICHAEL J. FOX STORY 
The continuing career of actor Michael J. Fox 
after the Back to the Future trilogy. 
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