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down the Sports Almanac, and has a close 
encounter with Mr Strickland!    

DRIVE TIME
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rail to the railroad base 
for your DeLorean. 
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YOUR CAR PARTS

106
With this issue you continue the railroad base 

for your DeLorean, with another part of the rail, 
railroad chairs and fi xing screws.  

142A RAIL

SCREW X 8EP SCREW X 8EP

142B RAIL CHAIRS X 4
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DRIVE TIME
INSTRUCTIONS

Continue assembling 
the railroad base for 
your DeLorean.

Add another part of a rail to the 
railroad base and fi x it in place by 
following the illustrated guide. 

CONTINUING THE RAIL

4

STEP 1 ›› Position part 142A on the railroad assembly as shown.

DRIVE TIME

CONTINUING THE RAIL

142A

Ensure that the end of 
the rail is aligned with 
the base as shown.    
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STEP 2 ›› Place two rail chairs (part 142B) on either side of the 
rail part 142A.    

STEP 3 ›› Fix the four chairs in place with eight EP screws in the 
holes shown.   

This is how the assembled 
parts should look at the 
completion of this stage. 

This is how the assembled 
parts should look at the 
completion of this stage. 

5

rail part 142 holes shown.   

142B142B

142B 142B

EP x2

EP x2    

EP x2    

EP x2    
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ZEMECKIS
ON TV

One of Robert Zemeckis’ recent TV successes, Manifest,combines 
elements of science fi ction and the supernatural. 

MANIFEST (2018)
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After he � lmed a spectacular plane crash for 
his � lm Cast Away, and then another for 
Flight, you could be forgiven for thinking 

that Robert Zemeckis may have some doubts 
about the safety of air travel. This is not the case 
of course, as Zemeckis is a trained pilot, with more 
than 1,600 hours of � ight time logged before 
October 2012. He � ies a Cirrus SR20, a plane 

known for its safety, and which incorporates a 
parachute that can bring the plane to the 

known for its safety, and which incorporates a 

6

BEHIND THE SCENES 

ground in case of an emergency. Even so, he knows 
that the inherent thrill of air travel makes for good 
drama, and it is a mystery involving an airliner that 
forms the spine of the story in the NBC TV series 
Manifest, for which Zemeckis is executive producer. 

The pilot was commissioned by NBC in August 
2017, and as Zemeckis’ name was attached, 

SUPERNATURAL SURVIVORS? 
Michaela Stone (Melissa Roxburgh), her brother Ben (Josh Dallas) 
and his son Cal (Jack Messina) in the pilot episode of Manifest.    
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‘ It’s a show about hope, 
it’s a show about second chances.’

JOSH DALLAS ON MANIFEST

BUILD THE                     DELOREAN

audiences were not entirely 
surprised to learn that the story 
would contain a time-travelling 
twist, adding a science � ction 
element into the mix.  

FIVE YEARS ADRIFT
The story begins as the Montego 
Air Flight 828 from Jamaica to New 
York City experiences a brief period 
of turbulence. When they land, the 
passengers and crew learn from 
the National Security Agency that 
the plane has been missing for 
over � ve and a half years. In the 
time from 2013 to the present, 
everyone on board has been 
presumed dead, so as they 
disembark and try to resume a 
normal life, the 191 passengers 
have to face the fact that their 
lives and loved ones are not the 
same as they were. Then, the 
passengers begin to experience 
voices and visions which seem 
to give premonitions of events 
yet to occur. 

WHAT HAPPENS?
Josh Dallas heads the cast as 
scientist Ben Stone, one of the 
passengers on the ill-fated � ight, 
who was travelling with his sister and young son Cal 
(Jack Messina).  Dallas played Prince Charming in six 
seasons of ABC’s Once Upon a Time and Fandral in 
the 2011 � lm Thor. “When I � rst read the script,” 
Dallas said, “Immediately, I wanted to know more. 
I wanted to know, how did that work? What happens 
to a family, what happens to those interrupted lives, 
what happens to a father of twins 
with a wife at home? It’s a show 
about hope, it’s a show about 
second chances, it’s about what 
you do when you get a second 
chance. It’s emotionally rich.” 

7

High-concept themes and emotional depth have 
long been hallmarks of Zemeckis’ work, from Back 
to the Future to Welcome to Marwen, so it’s not 
surprising that he chose to steer this particular 
project to the screen.      

Melissa Roxburgh (who appeared in Star Trek 
Beyond and Bloodline) plays Michaela Stone, Ben’s 

FLYING HIGH
NBC advertised Manifest as ‘The Number One 
new show of the season’. Robert Zemeckis’ 
name was used prominently on the show’s 
promotional material.   
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

SPACE AGE FAMILY
The colorful characters of Hanna-Barbera’s beloved Space Age 
cartoon series, The Jetsons.  

sister and fellow passenger on Flight 828, who 
returns to her job as an NYPD detective. Other 
members of the show’s main cast include Athena 
Karkanis as Grace Stone, Ben’s wife, with J. R. 
Ramirez, Luna Blaise and Parveen Kaur. 

A MYSTERY BOX
The series has been compared to J.J. Abrams’ 
in� uential genre-bending saga Lost, which 
bewitched and beguiled audiences for six seasons  
from 2004-2010. Abrams coined the term ‘mystery 
box storytelling’ to describe a narrative that is 
revealed gradually over the run of a series. 
Certainly there are plenty of mysteries in just the 
� rst episode of Manifest, which concludes with the 
passengers and crew being drawn to the airstrip 
where the plane is parked. As they look on, the 
plane explodes.    

The series was created by Je�  Rake, creator of 
The Mysteries of Laura and a producer and writer on 
such series as Beauty and the Beast, Bones and 

THE RETURN OF THE JETSONS 
Robert Zemeckis has been announced as an executive producer 
on the live-action TV reboot of the futuristic cartoon series The 
Jetsons, which has been put into production by ABC. 

The Jetsons was originally produced by legendary animators 
William Hanna and Joseph Barbera in 1962 and was their 
counterpart to The Flintstones, using ‘Space Age’ jokes instead 
of ‘Stone Age’ ones. It’s a small step from the fantastic 
technology of The Jetsons to the hoverboards and Mr Fusion 
generators of Back to the Future, so it seems particularly 
appropriate that Robert Zemeckis is involved with the live-
action version.    

Originally aired from September 1962 to March 1963, with 
just 24 episodes, The Jetsons was � rst shown in an evening 
primetime slot, the � rst program broadcast in color on ABC-TV. 

After its initial run, the episodes were syndicated and shown 
in the Saturday morning cartoon slot, and quickly passed into 
TV legend. New episodes were produced by Hanna-Barbera for 
syndication from 1985 to 1987, and there was a 1990 � lm 
Jetsons: The Movie. No casting has been announced for the live 
action series yet. Zemeckis was originally announced as the 
director of the pilot, but it is not known whether this will still 
be the case.     

8
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‘A potentially addictive 
series.’  

THE LOS ANGELES TIMES ON MANIFEST

BUILD THE                     DELOREAN

THE MAN AND THE MANIFEST
The combination of high-concept themes with affecting emotional performances, as in Manifest, has been a 
hallmark of Robert Zemeckis’ work from Back to the Future to Welcome to Marwen. 

Boston Legal. He had been working on 
the pilot script for Manifest for a 
decade. “It spent a few years on the 
shelf, “ Rake explained, “then, I would 
noodle with it, and give it more shelf 
time. Ultimately, I was lucky enough to 
get Warner Brothers and NBC excited 
about it in 2017.”

TOP-RATED
The pilot was directed by David 
Frankel, who also served as executive 
producer alongside Rake. Robert 
Zemeckis produced with his partners 
Jack Rapke and Jackie Levine of 
Compari Entertainment. In May 2018, 
NBC ordered a series of 13 episodes, 
with a premiere on September 24, 
2018 and a regular Monday night 
timeslot of 10 p.m. 

The series premiere was the top-
rated show airing that week, with 
aggregate viewing � gures of more 
than 18 million viewers. It was also the 
top-rated new show for the broadcast 
season. Reviews were positive and in 
October, NBC ordered an additional 
three episodes, bringing the � rst 
season up to 16 episodes. 

CLEAR FOR TAKE-OFF
USA Today’s critic Kelly Lawler praised 
the series for maintaining the high 
standard of the premiere episode 
saying, “Heavily serialized shows often 
start with a great concept and � rst 
episode, but many lesser shows 
collapse when the story expands. 
Manifest navigated through its � rst 
major roadblock by easily moving 
from the setup to meatier stories.” 

Variety said “Manifest is brazenly emotional in the 
This Is Us mold, unafraid to nod at the real toll of 
missing � ve years of life, even as it lays the 
groundwork for a procedural.” 

The Los Angeles Times praised “a 
potentially addictive series” with a 
“gripping supernatural narrative”. 
Once again, Zemeckis had helped to 
create a winner. On April 15, 2019, 
NBC renewed Manifest for a second 

9

season. At the same time, it was announced that 
Zemeckis’ other science � ction series, Project Blue 
Book, had been renewed by the History channel 
for a second season of 10 episodes.  ■
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 In Hill Valley High School, 1955, Marty is 

on the trail of the Sports Almanac, 

which has been taken from Biff Tannen 

by disciplinarian Mr Strickland. Seeing his 

chance, Marty creeps after Strickland to 

his offi ce, and manages to get inside 

without being seen. It helps that the 

teacher is more concerned with having 

a quiet drink than worrying about the 

confi scated book. Marty gets to the desk 

and tries to reach for the book, but as 

Strickland rolls his chair back, Marty’s 

hand is trapped between the desk and the 

chair! He has to bite down on his hat to 

stop himself crying out. Eventually, 

Strickland gets up and leaves, tossing 

the Almanac in the waste basket with 

contempt. Checking that Strickland has 

gone, Marty rescues the book with a 

triumphant “Yes!” But his celebrations are 

premature... As he fl icks through the 

Almanac, the paper cover falls off and 

inside is Biff’s French magazine, Oh Là Là. 

“Oh Là Là?!” wails Marty in disbelief. 

“Oh Là Là???” He grabs the walkie-

talkie and tells Doc Brown that he’s 

lost the book and doesn’t know where 

Biff is. But then, through the window, 

he sees George McFly walking up to 

Doc’s car. “I’ve gotta go!” he tells Doc 

excitedly. “I’ve got one chance, my old 

man’s about to deck Biff!” ■

SO NEAR AND YET SO FAR

FINDING THE 
ALMANAC? OH LÀ LÀ!

● Although Oh Là Là magazine 
never existed, and was created 
as a prop for the fi lm, the inside 
pages, the price and the issue 
number were all taken from a 
real French magazine, Paris Sex 
Appeal, from December 1935, 
issue 29, price 4F 50.

● The set for Strickland’s offi ce 
was built above the car park at 
Whittier High School, which 
was used as the location for 
Hill Valley High. This enabled 
the camera to capture the shots 
of Marty looking down on the 
action as George attempts to 
rescue Lorraine from Biff.    

A TIME-TRAVELER’S GUIDE 

10

stop himself crying out. Eventually, 

10

QUICK FACTS!

Left: Marty rescues the Sports Almanac from the 
trash in Strickland’s offi ce, but inside the paper 
cover is a surprise! Below: Marty sees his future 
father George take on Biff Tannen.  

While trying to retrieve the Sports Almanac, 
Marty enters Mr Strickland’s domain...   

excitedly. “I’ve got one chance, my old 
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NEXT ISSUE...
YOUR CAR PARTS...
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TIME CIRCUITS 
Continue working on the time 
circuit box for your DeLorean.

With next issue, you will receive more 
parts for the time circuit box for your 
DeLorean, which you can assemble 
by following the step-by-step guide.   

ZEMECKIS ON TV  
A look at Robert Zemeckis’ new TV series What/If

starring Renée Zellweger 
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