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With this issue, you receive the fi rst of four railroad 

wheels for your Delorean. 

YOUR CAR PARTS

RAILROAD WHEEL146A

SCREWS X 2AM

3

RAILROAD WHEEL146A

SCREWS X 2AM

WHEEL CENTER146B

WHEEL NUT146C

WASHER146D
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DRIVE TIME
INSTRUCTIONS

Complete the fi rst railroad 
wheel for your DeLorean. 

Begin working on the railroad 
wheels for your DeLorean, by 
following the illustrated guide. 

MAKING THE FIRST RAILROAD WHEEL

4

STEP 1 ›› Take part 146A, with the letter ‘F’ on the inside, and position it as shown.    

DRIVE TIME
INSTRUCTIONS

Complete the fi rst railroad 
wheel for your DeLorean. 

Begin working on the railroad 
wheels for your DeLorean, by 
following the illustrated guide. 

MAKING THE FIRST RAILROAD WHEEL

4

STEP 1 ›› Take part 146A, with the letter ‘F’ on the inside, and position it as shown.    

The post in part 146B goes here (circled) 

146A
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5

STEP 2 ›› Place the center of the wheel over the hub, aligning 
the post and holes.  

STEP 3 ›› Fix the center of the wheel in place with two AM 
screws in the holes shown.   

This is how the assembled 
parts should look from the other 

side at the completion of this stage. 

AM

AM

Note: You will have a wheel nut and 
a washer left over at the completion of 
this assembly, keep these safely.  

5

This is how the assembled 
parts should look from the other 

side at the completion of this stage. 

Note: You will have a wheel nut and 
a washer left over at the completion of 
this assembly, keep these safely.  

146B
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THE GODFATHER 
OF TIME

A profi le of Bob Gale, co-creator, scriptwriter and producer of the Back 
to the Future trilogy, with some behind-the-scenes secrets.  

TRILOGY CO-CREATOR BOB GALE 
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The last few issues have concentrated on the 
work of Robert Zemeckis, so now it’s only 
right to devote some time to the other 

creative force behind the Back to the Future movies, 
co-creator, screenwriter and producer Bob Gale. In 
the three decades since making the � lms, he has 
remained closely involved with the extended 

mythology of the trilogy – Michael J. Fox called 
Gale, ‘the gatekeeper of Back to the Future’.  

mythology of the trilogy 

6

BEHIND THE SCENES 

Gale was born and 
raised in St. Louis, 
Missouri, and studied 
Cinema at the 
University of Southern 
California, gaining a 
degree in 1973. 

Among his fellow � lm 
students was Robert 
Zemeckis, and the pair 
struck up a � rm 
partnership fuelled by 
their love of movies 
and television. Gale 
recalls “Bob was the 
� rst person I’d ever met 
in my life who, like me, 
had the soundtrack 
album for The Great 
Escape, the � rst movie 
soundtrack album I 

ever bought. We just started hanging out and 
talking about movies.” 

After contributing reviews to several � lm 
fanzines, the two began working together. They 
wrote and pitched scripts in Hollywood, having 
some small successes in TV before breaking into 
� lm in 1978. 

The � lm was I Wanna Hold Your Hand, a nostalgic 
drama based around the Beatles’ � rst appearance 

TALKING ABOUT THE PAST & FUTURE
Bob Gale at the Wizard World Comic Con in 
Philadelphia in 2016, participating in an event called 
Great Scott! Revisiting Back to the Future. 
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on The Ed Sullivan Show in 1964. Robert Zemeckis 
was the director, Bob Gale co-wrote the script with 
Zemeckis and Steven Spielberg was executive 
producer, the same line-up that would eventually 
bring Back to the Future to the screen. Writing 
about I Wanna Hold Your Hand in the New York 
Times, Janet Maslin said, “The gimmick behind the 
� lm is the fact that you never actually see the 
Beatles; the genius of the � lm is that you never 
miss them... the sneakiness with which director 
Robert Zemeckis skirts the issue is positively 
dazzling. The Beatles are both there and not there, 
and the paradox hardly even matters. This movie is 
about the fans and their hysteria, and so it’s the 
shouts that count.” From the beginning, Gale’s work 
with Zemeckis was involving paradoxes, nostalgia 
and great music.    

Following this, in 1979, the pair moved on to 
providing the script for Steven Spielberg’s � lm 
1941. The comedy, set in Hollywood at the time of 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, had mixed reviews. 

Nevertheless, the � lm received three nominations 
at the 1980 Academy Awards, for cinematography, 
sound and visual e� ects. Gale defended the � lm in 
an interview for the DVD release, saying “It is down 
in the history books as a big � op, but it wasn’t a 
� op. The movie didn’t make the kind of money that 
Steven’s most successful movies have made, 
obviously, but the movie was by no means a � op. 
And both Universal and Columbia have come out 
of it just � ne.”

USED CARS
Gale’s next � lm with Zemeckis was 1980’s Used 
Cars, a boisterous satirical comedy about rival 
secondhand car dealers. Gale was producer and, 
again, co-writer with Zemeckis, who directed 
the � lm. The movie had a mixed reception, but 

THE GATEKEEPER 
Bob Gale always seems to relish promoting and celebrating Back to 
the Future, and is seen here at the 30th Anniversary festivities 
launching the Blu-ray set. 

7
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

FRIENDS, COMRADES, PRODUCERS
Back To The Future producer Neil Canton with Bob Gale at the 2002 

Reunion and DVD Launch Party for the trilogy on the Universal backlot in 
Universal City, California. 

veteran critic Pauline Kael of The New 
Yorker described Used Cars as “a classic 
screwball fantasy – a neglected 
modern comedy that’s like a more 
restless and visually high-spirited 
version of the W. C. Fields pictures.”

While they were working on these 
� lms, Gale and Zemeckis had been
working on another project – a
science-� ction story about a teenager
in a time machine.

THE YEARBOOK
The idea had started to form when 
Gale found his father’s high school 
yearbook with a picture of his father 
as a young man. Gale began to 
wonder, would he have liked his 
father if they had been at school 
together? Would they have been 
friends? From this germ, the story of 
Back to the Future began to grow. 

OTHER PROJECTS: TRESPASS 
● In the mid-1970s, when Robert Zemeckis and Bob Gale
were busy pitching scripts and � lm ideas in Hollywood,
they wrote a script called The Looters about two � remen
who decide to search an abandoned building for a hidden
treasure but wind up being targeted by a gang.

● In 1991, Back to the Future producer Neil Canton, who
wanted to produce a � lm of The Looters, showed the script
to director Walter Hill. At the time, Hill was working with
Zemeckis on the Tales from the Crypt TV series. Hill liked the
story a great deal, saying, “I was quite surprised because it’s
certainly not the kind of story that Zemeckis and Gale
identi� ed with, but I thought it was enormously primal,
elemental, brutal, and a great confrontation. It was totally
dependent upon the narrative circumstances to reveal
character and of course it took place in a time
compression, both are things I’m very fond of.” 

● The � lm was renamed Trespass and Gale and Zemeckis
acted as producers. On the � lm’s release at the end of 1992,
Gale said “Our chance lies in counter-programming. There’s
so much sweetness and light this time of year, why not an
action picture?”  The � lm starred Bill Paxton, Ice Cube, Ice-T
and William Sadler. 

8
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‘We thought about the 
mechanics of changing history.’

BOB GALE

BUILD THE                     DELOREAN

MICHAEL AND THE GATEKEEPER
Bob Gale greets Michael J. Fox at an on-stage question and answer session during the Wizard World Comic 
Con in 2016. Fox called Gale ‘the gatekeeper of Back to the Future’.

“I told Bob about this, and he was very 
excited,” Gale says. “Bob said “Yeah, I 
wonder if your mom was at the same 
high school” and it just started 
snowballing from there. We thought 
about the mechanics of changing history. 
Would it be interesting to have someone 
talk to President Truman about dropping 
the A-Bomb? The secret of doing this 
time travel movie was not having an 
adult go back in time but having a kid 
go back.” 

“The big epiphany,” Gale continues, 
“beyond the concept of going to high 
school with your parents, was the idea of 
creating a � ctional history that we could 
change. We couldn’t change who the 
President of the United States was going 
to be. There are movies and Twilight Zone
episodes where characters try to change 
history and they can’t do it. Because if 
they do change history the audience is 
going to scratch their head and say, 
‘What time zone are we living in?’ That 
was one of the big things we were able 
to do with Back to the Future that had 
not been done before, at least not to 
my knowledge.”

THE TIME MACHINE 
Then there was the question of the time 
machine itself, as Gale explains. “You’ve 
got to � gure out, where did the machine 
come from? Did a corporation build it? 
Was the government building it? We said, 
no – we thought those were bad ideas. 
The guy who invented the time machine 
is that guy you’ve always heard of who 
invented the reusable match and the internal 
combustion engine that gets 250 miles per gallon 
– some eccentric guy who invented it in his garage.  
Doc Brown! So the character of the guy who would 
invent this thing in his garage meant that it had to 
have this slapdash, kind of cool look to it. In the 
� rst draft, it was just a stationary thing, 
a time booth or something. But then 
Bob came up with this idea that it 
would be cool to use a DeLorean 
because the car could be mistaken for a 
� ying saucer. It makes sense to use a 
car because that gives you mobility.” 

history.
9

As for the name of the hero, Gale says, “Well, we 
knew a guy named Marty who was the production 
assistant on Used Cars and it seemed like a good, 
all-American name. And Zemeckis just said, ‘How 
about McFly?’” ■
There will be more from Bob Gale on the making of 
Back to the Future next issue. 
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Things are getting heavy. Really 

heavy. Marty McFly has found 

and then lost the Sports 

Almanac, Biff Tannen is triumphant and 

racing away in his black ’46 Ford. Marty is 

dejected. “It’s my fault Doc, I should have 

gotten out of there sooner!” 

“No time for that now,” says Doc 

sensibly, “which way did he go?” 

“East, towards the River Road Tunnel.” 

That tunnel is the fateful setting for the 

fi nal showdown with the young Biff 

Tannen as Marty, on a hoverboard, 

manages to snatch back the Almanac 

from Biff’s car. But Biff has realized the 

secret of the Almanac and his greed 

and fury drive him up to top speed.    

Marty pushes desperately on, urging 

the hoverboard to go faster, while Biff 

chases him down remorselessly...    

Then, suddenly, there at the end of the 

tunnel, a string of pennants snakes down. 

When Doc took off in the Delorean, the 

car became tangled in the pennants on 

the Lyon Estates billboard. Marty grabs 

hold and Doc pulls him to safety. 

“Go Doc!” Marty shouts. 

“Hold on Marty!” Doc replies.

Biff looks up in disbelief at the fl ying 

futuristic car, and Marty on a hovering 

skateboard. Mesmerized, he doesn’t see 

the manure truck in front of him until it’s 

too late and runs smack into it! The future 

is back in safe hands... ■

IN THE NICK OF TIME

SAVED BY THE 
DELOREAN    

POETRY IN MOTION
● The brilliance of Back to the 
Future Part II’s plotting is seen 
here once more as everything 
clicks into place with the 
precision of a vintage timepiece. 
Elements including the 
pennants from the billboard 
(fi rst seen in Part I) and the 
hoverboard (from 60 years in 
the future) combine in the 
climactic chase. Marty and Doc 
escape, and, of course, Biff 
Tannen ends up in the manure 
truck again. Sheer poetry.  

A TIME-TRAVELER’S GUIDE 

10

secret of the Almanac and his greed 

10

QUICK FACTS!

Left, above and below: Marty avoids certain 
doom and escapes a bewildered Biff Tannen 
when Doc Brown arrives to save the day, with a 
little help from some fl ags.  

Marty has a narrow scrape in a tunnel, and 
the fate of time hangs on a thread...  

too late and runs smack into it! The future 

‘Go Doc!  ’ 
MARTY 

‘Hold on, 
Marty!  ’ 

DOC BROWN
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NEXT ISSUE...
YOUR CAR PARTS...
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TIME CIRCUITS
Add more components to the time 
circuits for your DeLorean.

With next issue, you will receive more 
components for the time circuit box for 
your DeLorean, which you can assemble 
by following the step-by-step guide.   

THE GODFATHER OF TIME    
More from Bob Gale, co-creator of Back to the Future, 
on the adventures of Marty McFly. 

YOUR CAR PARTS...

‘Go Doc!  ’ 
MARTY 
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