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YOUR CAR PARTS

106
With this issue you continue the railroad base 
for your DeLorean, with another railroad tie, 

connectors and fi xing screws.  

152A RAILROAD TIE 

NEW ZEALAND
Phone: (09) 308 2871
Fax: (09) 302 7661
Email: subs@ndc.co.nz

SOUTH AFRICA
Phone: (011) 265 4307
Email: service@jacklin.co.za

MALAYSIA
Phone: 
(03) 8020 7112
Email: 
sales@allscript.com

SINGAPORE
Phone: 
(65) 6287 7090
Email: sales@allscript.com

SCREW X 6EPCONNECTORS152C SCREW X 6EPCONNECTORS152C

152B TIE END X 2 
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DRIVE TIME
INSTRUCTIONS

Continue assembling the railroad 
base for your DeLorean.

Put together the seventh railroad tie 
for your railroad base and fi x it 
in place on the assembly.  

SEVENTH RAILROAD TIE

4

DRIVE TIME
Continue assembling the railroad 

STEP 1 ›› The two T-shaped parts 152B fit onto either end of part 152A. Push the parts 152B into place as shown.

 152B

STEP 2 ›› Fix the parts 152B in place with four EP screws in the holes indicated by the arrows.  

SEVENTH RAILROAD TIE

STEP 1 ›› The two T-shaped parts 152B fit onto either end of part 152A. Push the parts 152B into place as shown.

 152B

STEP 2 

EP

EP

EP

152A

152B

EP
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STEP 3 ›› Place the seventh tie next to the railroad base parts 
assembled in previous issues. 

STEP 4 ›› Turn the assembly over and fix the tie in place with 
two EP screws in the two connectors 152C as shown.   

This is how the assembled 
parts should look at the 
completion of this stage. 

STEP 3 
assembled in previous issues. 

EP

EP

This is how the assembled 
parts should look at the 
completion of this stage. 

 152C

 152C

5
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The angular shape of the DeLorean DMC-12 
was not unique in the car world, and there 
were several sports cars of the era that used 

a similar aesthetic. In the mid-1970s, the legendary 
British car maker Aston Martin, the creators of 
James Bond’s DB5 and many others, created a stir 
in the industry with a new version of the Lagonda, 
at almost the same time that John DeLorean was 
working on his new car. The new Lagonda featured 
state of the art technology that wouldn’t have 
looked out of place in a time machine! 

The Lagonda company was founded in 1906 
in the UK by an American called Wilbur Gunn, 

and gained a reputation for making superior 
motor cars after World War I. In 1947, both the 
Aston Martin and Lagonda companies were 
bought by industrialist David Brown, but it was 
not until 1969 that the Lagonda name was 
resurrected, appearing on a prototype car that 
was essentially a four-door version of the Aston 
Martin DBS. The prototype was retained by the 
factory until 1972 and used by Sir David Brown as 
his personal car. 

A famous name and a futuristic design combined to make 
a classic of the 1980s. 

BEST OF BRITISH      

RIVALS OF THE DELOREAN
ASTON MARTIN LAGONDA  

6

STYLE ICONS - 80S CARS

A SHARP CONTRAST
The Aston Martin Lagonda’s wedge-shaped styling contrasted 
sharply with other cars of its day. 
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Between 1974 and 1976, seven Lagonda four-door 
saloons were produced based on the 1969 
prototype, the car’s 5.3 L V8 engine � tted with either 
a 5-speed manual or automatic transmission. It was 
a luxury car in every respect, with an all-leather 
interior and advanced instrumentation. These 
became known as the Series 1 cars, although they 
were e� ectively only a prelude to the design that 
was to follow and become popular in the1980s.  

RIVAL TO THE ROLLS
Following the purchase of Aston Martin by a group 
of enthusiastic businessmen in 1975, the decision 
was taken to introduce a startling new product to 
show that the company was alive and still 
innovative. Aston Martin took a huge leap into the 
future and designed a car the like of which had 
never been seen before.
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TWO FAMOUS NAMES
The Aston Martin name did not feature prominently on the exterior of 
the Lagonda,  but was displayed on the car’s engine.  

WILLIAM TOWNS
● William Towns was born in 1936 and began his training as a 
designer at independent car maker Rootes in 1954, where he 
was responsible for the styling of seats and door handles. Later 
Towns also worked on Rootes’ Hillman Hunter. 

● Towns moved to Rover in 1963 and worked there for David 
Bache, designing the body of the Rover-BRM gas turbine Le 
Mans car. In 1966, Towns left Rover to join Aston Martin as a 
seat designer, eventually becoming the force behind the Aston 
Martin Lagonda. Although the Series 2-4 Lagondas are known 
as the ‘Towns Lagondas’, Towns also designed the Series 1!   

● In 1977, Towns left Aston Martin to persue more lucrative 
work in industrial design, establishing his own design studio, 
Interstyl. As a freelance designer, he worked on the Jensen-
Healey, the Hustler kit-car, the Reliant SS2 and the short-lived 
Railton. He designed a concept car for Aston Martin called the 
Bulldog, powered by their 5.3 litre V8 with twin-turbos. This car 
looked something like a Lotus Esprit and a Lamborghini and 
used gullwing doors, with similar electronic technology to the  
Lagonda. Only one Bulldog was built and it was deemed too 
expensive for production. 

7
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The futuristic four-door Lagonda Series 2 featured 
a spectacularly radical design by William Towns. He 
took a cue from the angular, aerodynamic ‘folded 
paper’ style that was popular at the time with 
beguiling details such as pop-up headlights. Other 
famous cars in the same style include the 
Lamborghini Countach, the Lotus Esprit and, of 
course, the DeLorean DMC12.  

CAUSING A SENSATION 
The Lagonda Series 2 made its debut at the 1976 
London Motor Show and caused something of a 
sensation. The Lagonda retailed at £50,000 in 1980, 
signi� cantly more than a Ferrari 400 or Maserati 
Kyalami, although less than a Rolls-Royce Corniche. 
The model displayed at the Motor Show did not 
run – it was shown moving on television by � lming 
it rolling downhill!  The car featured a four-cam 
carbureted V8 engine with a Chrysler three-speed 
‘TorqueFlite’ automatic transmission. Unfortunately, 
fuel economy was not a major consideration, and 
the car’s extravagance was not improved by the 
change to fuel-injection in 1986.

Di�  culties with the manufacture of the 
electronic displays meant that production of the 

8

Series 2 did not begin in earnest until 1978 and the 
� rst deliveries were not made until 1979. In the � rst 
two years of production, only 16 cars were 
completed. The car was sold in the US from 1982 
with minor amendments to the front bumper and 
airdam due to American safety regulations. 

THE TALKING CAR
The Series 3 Lagonda was produced from 1986 to 
1987. Apart from some changes to the electronics 
and a new fuel-injection system, the Series 3 was 
effectively the same as the Series 2 from the 
outside. As an addition to the electronic displays, 
a synthesised voice now alerted the driver to 
problems with the car such as ‘low fuel’, ‘boot 
open’ and ‘battery charge’. The price tag was 
beyond all but the richest in the UK, but the car 
was in demand in Middle East, so much so that 
Aston Martin produced a brochure in Arabic.  

The Series 4 was launched at the Geneva Motor 
Show in March 1987 after the car had received a 

HI-TECH LOOK
The interior of the Series 2 Lagonda had a futuristic dashboard with electronic 
instrument panels, but, sadly, no fl ux capacitor. However, the cutting-edge 

technology did prove temperamental at times.  

STYLE ICONS - 80S CARS
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significant facelift by William Towns. The changes 
to the car’s exterior rounded off some of the sharp 
edges and removed the pop-up headlights, with a 
new arrangement of three headlights on each side 
of the grille, along with the introduction of 
16-inch wheels. 

END OF THE LINE
With production at around one car per week, 105 
Series 4 cars were manufactured. The last car rolled 
o�  the production line in January 1990, but the car 
was by then legendary as one of the most striking 
vehicles of the 1980s. 

A total of 645 cars were produced in the 12-year 
production run of the wedged-shaped version. The 
quality of their manufacture seems to have made 
them durable, too – as of 2011, there were 81 
Lagondas still registered in the United Kingdom. ■

BUILD THE                       DELOREAN
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TROUBLE WITH TECHNOLOGY
FOLDED PAPER SHAPE  
The Series 2 Lagonda was the brainchild of designer William Towns 
who followed the trend for a ‘folded paper’ shape, also used for the 
Lamborghini Countach, the Lotus Esprit and the DeLorean.  
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● The interior of the 1980s Lagonda featured a number of 
extremely hi-tech gadgets that could be mistaken for the 
equipment in Doc Brown’s DeLorean! 

● As digital watches were becoming more commonplace in 
the 1970s, it was decided to � t light-emitting diode (LED) 
screens for the instrument panels in the Series 2, making the 
Lagonda, in 1976, the � rst production car to have digital 
displays. The development cost for the electronics  on the 
Lagonda came to four times as much as the budget for the 
whole car, and, unfortunately, the technology was not always 
entirely reliable.    

● The Series 3 Lagondas were originally � tted with cathode 
ray tube instrument panels, which proved even more 
problemtic than LED displays. Later Series 3s featured a 
vacuum � uorescent display system similar to that used at the 
time in some Vauxhalls and Opels. Time Magazine included the 
Lagonda in its ‘50 Worst Cars of All Time’, describing it as a 
mechanical ‘catastrophe’ with electronics that would be very 
impressive ‘if they ever worked’.
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W hen Marty McFly arrives at 

the Twin Pines Mall to meet 

Doc Brown in the early 

hours of October 26, 1985, the parking 

lot is eerily deserted save for a large 

square white truck parked incongruously 

in the middle of the lot. The wording on 

the side of the van, in large capital letters, 

reads Dr. E. Brown Enterprises - 24 Hr. 

Scientifi c Services. While we never 

discover exactly what services Doc 

Brown offered at any hour of the day or 

night, we are quickly introduced to his 

greatest invention as a ramp descends 

from the back of the truck and the 

DeLorean emerges, wreathed in 

clouds of steam. Doc Brown certainly 

knows how to make an entrance!   

As an example of Doc’s sense of 

humour, there’s a briefl y-glimpsed yellow 

sticker by the truck’s licence plate that 

reads ‘One Nuclear Bomb Can Ruin Your 

Whole Day’. As Doc is carrying a stolen 

consignment of plutonium, the bumper 

sticker is somewhat prophetic!

Doc’s 1985 truck nearly had a futuristic 

equivalent in the 2015 scenes. In the 

planning stages of Back to the Future 

Part II, there was an idea for Doc to have 

a travelling laboratory in 2015. Although a 

concept drawing was produced, sadly, 

the vehicle did not appear in the fi lm. ■

24 HR. SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 

DOC BROWN’S 
TRUCK

STEP VANS
● The vehicle that Doc Brown 
uses to  transport the DeLorean 
is a white 1984 General Motors 
Company (GMC) P-60 model 
Value Van. These kinds of 
vehicles are known as multi-
stop trucks, walk-in delivery 
vans or step vans, and were 
created for local delivery routes.  
Designed to be driven either 
sitting down or standing up, 
they often provide easy access 
between the driver and goods. 
These vans are generally taller 
than equivalent vans from Ford, 
Dodge and Chevrolet. 

● The GMC P-60 Value Van 
series was discontinued in the 
late 1990s.

A TIME-TRAVELER’S GUIDE 

10

from the back of the truck and the 

10

QUICK FACTS!

Left, above and below: Doc Brown’s GMC Value 
Van, which is used to transport the DeLorean. 
As Marty is a regular visitor to Doc Brown’s 
workshop, but he has never seen the time machine 
before, fans theorise that Doc must have another 
laboratory where he worked on the DeLorean.  

We take a look at the vehicle that 
Doc Brown uses to transport his time machine. 
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CONTINUING THE RAIL
Add another length of rail to the 

railroad base for your DeLorean.

With your next issue, you will receive another 
part of the rail for your DeLorean’s railroad 
base, which you can assemble by following 
the step-by-step guide.   

ICONS OF 80S STYLE: 
RIVALS OF THE DELOREAN     
A look at the Mazda RX-7, another stylish rival to the 
DeLorean in the 1980s. 
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