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YOUR PIECE

Handsome or hideous? Heads or tails? Two-Face is 
your second knight of the Joker’s black-hearted team, 
ready to show his ugly side and unleash an attack at 
the flip of a coin.

TWO-FACE
BLACKBLACK
  KNIGHT  KNIGHT



but the pressure was intense. A serial killer 
was targeting some of Gotham’s most 
notorious citizens – mostly those with 
connections to Carmine “The Roman” 
Falcone, head of Gotham’s largest criminal 
family. The killer’s M.O. involved murdering 
his victims when they were on holiday – 
hence the moniker “Holiday”. Gordon and 
Batman both wrongly suspected Holiday to 

be Harvey, venting his pent-up anger on 
those who evaded justice. Before Gordon 
or Batman could voice their thoughts, 
tragedy struck. Boss Maroni threw acid at 
Dent during a trial, horribly scarring half of 
Dent’s face. The attack did far more 
damage to Dent than simply scar him; it 
drove him insane, unleashing a fractured 
and psychotic personality – Two-Face. 

It is a bitter irony that Harvey Dent was 
once the main hope for justice in 
Gotham City. When Bruce Wayne first 

appeared as Batman, Dent was the city’s 
District Attorney, and a highly-thought-of 
one at that; he had been nicknamed 
“Apollo” by the press because of his good 
looks and charisma. When Jim Gordon 
returned to Gotham, Dent soon joined 
forces with the detective to fight the 
corruption rampant across the city. 
Together they managed to bring down 
Salvatore “Boss” Maroni, and started to 
root out crooked cops in the Gotham City 
P.D. Their actions made them a number of 
enemies, including Commissioner Loeb, 
who was in the pay of the mob. Fortunately, 
Dent and Gordon soon had a new ally to 
help them in their fight – Batman. The three 
began to make a real difference in Gotham,  
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FACE TO FACE
Two-Face is one of Batman’s most dangerous enemies, and one  
of Gotham City’s most effective and feared villains. Obsessed with 
duality and the number two, the actions of Harvey Dent’s alter 
ego are a twisted reflection of his own split personality.

Scarred for life. Dent is attacked with acid.



THE VILLAIN
According to psychologists at Arkham 
Asylum, Dent is a paranoid schizophrenic 
with homicidal tendencies; he also has a 
borderline personality disorder. Some 
believe both stem from the abuse meted 
out by Dent’s father, a vicious drunk,  
who used to flip a coin to decide if his son 
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FACE TO FACE

should get a beating or not. During the 
emergence of the Two-Face persona, Dent 
was seeing a therapist, one of the few 
people he seemed to trust. Unfortunately 
for Dent, the therapist was killed as part 
of a plan to drive Dent insane – a plan 
which went all too well. 

As Two-Face, he brought many of 
Gotham’s costumed felons together to 
lead an assault on Falcone’s criminal 
empire, killing the crime boss with two 
shots to the head. Two-Face then went 

on to commit a second murder – 
shooting Assistant D.A. Vernon Field, 
who had been working for Falcone 
and had given Boss Maroni the bottle 
of acid to use against Dent. Dent’s fall from 
grace continued as his Two-Face persona 
gained domination over his psyche. He 
became obsessed with crimes relating to 
duality and the disfigured.

GOOD, BAD AND UGLY 
On rare occasions, Dent has managed to 
suppress his darker side. When the Joker 
had the chance to kill Batman in Arkham 
Asylum, Two-Face suggested they decide 
the Dark Knight’s fate with a coin toss. 
When the coin landed scarred face up 
– meaning death for Batman – Dent lied 
about the result, allowing his former friend 
to go free. Likewise, when the Hangman 
was continuing the work of Holiday in 

Gotham City, Two-Face saved Gordon’s life 
when he found the Commissioner hanging 
from a noose. More often than not, 
however, it seemed the Two-Face persona 
was winning the fight for control of Dent’s 
fractured consciousness. Although Two-
Face waged war against the remnants of 

Revenge. Two-Face confesses all to Batman and Commissioner Gordon.



the Falcone family, he created his own 
crime gang in the process – the opposite 
outcome to that which would have been 
desired by the old Harvey Dent.

When Gotham was almost destroyed by 
an earthquake, Two-Face was one of a 
number of villains who carved up the 
devastated city into their own fiefdoms. 

Dent’s mini-kingdom brought him 
into conflict with Bane, Two-Face 
eventually losing his domain. He went 
on to kidnap Commissioner Gordon and 
put him on trial for the events that had 
happened post-earthquake. The 
bizarre court case that followed 
exemplified Dent’s broken 
persona. Two-Face acted 
as judge and chief 
prosecutor, but when 
Gordon asked Dent to 
act as the defence, too, 
he did just that, winning 
Gordon’s freedom from 
Dent’s alter ego.  

HEARTACHE
This emotionally twisted 
character has not been 
without love. Dent was 
married when he was 
Gotham’s District 
Attorney; his wife, Gilda, 
was actually one of the two 

killers known as “Holiday”. She remained 
loyal to her husband for years, hoping he 
could be cured of his condition, but she 
eventually remarried and had twins with 
her new husband, Paul Janus. Jealous, 
Two-Face tried to frame Janus for murder, 
only to learn that he himself was the father 
of the twins, thanks to artificial 
insemination. Two-Face later developed 
feelings for Gotham detective Renee 
Montoya, to the point of obsession. He 
outed her as a lesbian to her colleagues 
and framed her for murder in the hope of 
ruining her life – so that she would be just 
like him…

REDEMPTION
Dent has also come close to salvation 
several times. Early in his criminal career, 
he had his scarred face fixed by plastic 
surgery and once again began living a 
normal life, until he was disfigured in an 
explosion. Dent once tried to kill himself – 
tossing a coin to make Two-Face go along 
with his suicide bid. Dent was saved by 
Batman but the shock seemed, 
temporarily, to have killed off the Two-Face 

personality, allowing Dent to seek 
proper help for his affliction. 
The most recent attempt to 
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No Man’s Land. Two-Face is boss in a devastated Gotham City.

Double trouble. Two-Face kidnaps his babies.

Two-Face and 
Renee Montoya. 

PROFILE
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cure him was successful until the pressure 
of Gotham life proved too much. Top 
surgeon Thomas Elliot fixed Dent’s face 
and the Two-Face persona seemed to be 
vanquished. However, when Elliot, also 
known as the villain Hush, tried to destroy 
Bruce Wayne’s life, a bandaged Dent came 
to Batman’s rescue, shooting Elliot. As 
there was no body found, Dent was never 
tried for the shooting.

DAMNATION
It looked like Dent had fully recovered. 
He even started to help Batman, joining 

the Dark Knight to defeat Firebug and Mr. 
Freeze. When Batman left Gotham for a 

year to recover from the traumatic 
events of the events of the Infinite 
Crises, he felt confident enough 
about Dent’s recovery to leave his 
old friend as Gotham’s protector. 
Dent revelled in the role but when 

the Dark Knight returned his mental 
state quickly deteriorated. When a series 

of murders occurred in Gotham, Dent 
started talking to his Two-Face persona 
once again and, following a toss of his 
two-headed coin, scarred his own face with 

a scalpel and acid, unleashing Two-Face. 
This time, Two-Face was more dangerous 
than ever, going on a rampage across 
Gotham City before being caught by 
Batman. Two-Face went on to be part of 
Lex Luthor’s Injustice Society and survive 
exile to the interplanetary prison world 
known as Salvation before reality itself  
was changed.

CHANGING TIMES
In the new reality created by the Flashpoint 
event, much of Harvey Dent’s life was 
altered – including how he became 
Two-Face. Harvey and Bruce had met 
shortly after the murder of Bruce’s parents 
when both found themselves in Arkham 

Mirror, mirror. Two-Face begins to regain control.



Payback. Erin McKillen scars Harvey’s face.
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boys’ home. Harvey had been sent there 
after fighting back against his abusive father 
and tying him up. His friendship with Bruce 
led the two to make a pact – Bruce would 
one day kill Harvey’s father and Harvey 
would kill Joe Chill. When Harvey’s father 
tried to turn over a new leaf, the young 
Harvey backed out of the deal. 

Harvey again went on to marry Gilda 

Gold, after Bruce introduced them. Harvey 
became a successful Defense Attorney but 
started to doubt his role – especially when 
he found himself defending the McKillen 
crime family and twins Shannon and Erin 
McKillen. He switched to being District 
Attorney after advice from Bruce and soon 
joined forces with Batman and Jim Gordon 
to clean up crime in Gotham City. He used 
his knowledge of the McKillen family to 
bring the sisters to justice. Seeking revenge, 
the two plotted a deadly escape – Shannon 
taking her own life so Erin could escape jail 
disguised as her sister’s corpse. Once free, 
Erin killed Dent’s wife and scarred half of 
Harvey’s face with acid so he would always 
be reminded how two-faced he had been. 
Some of the acid dropped on 
one of Harvey’s 
coins, scarring 
one side.  
Harvey 
Dent 
was now 
the insane 
villain Two-Face.

Years later, when Erin returned to Gotham 
City, Two-Face attempted to kill her but 
failed, Gordon saving her from Dent’s 
vengeance. Dent also revealed that he had 
always known Batman was his old friend 
Bruce and blamed him for Gilda’s death – if 
Bruce hadn’t persuaded him to become 
District Attorney, Erin wouldn’t have sought 
revenge. After failing to kill Jim Gordon, the 
insane Harvey tried to end his own life, only 
to survive. His injuries made his madness far 
worse. The Two-Face persona was closer 
than ever to gaining control. 

Two sides. Harvey’s acid-scarred coin.

Reprieved. Dent is prevented from killing Erin 
with acid by a bullet from Gordon’s gun. 
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KILL OR CURE
Harvey asked his old friend for help – telling 
Batman that there was a cure for his 
condition hidden in the old boys’ home 
where they had first met. As Batman took 
Two-Face to the old and now abandoned 
home, they found themselves attacked by 
numerous enemies – Two-Face had put out 

a contract on both of them. 
They managed to make it to 
the home, only for Batman 
to learn that it wasn’t a 
cure. Harvey planned to use a 
drug to kill his own persona and 
allow Two-Face dominance. He had 
given up the fight against his own 
madness. Harvey even threatened to rain 
acid on Gotham City if Batman didn’t use 
the ‘cure’ on him. Batman agreed, but 
used a new drug, one that would keep both 
personas ‘alive’ so one could never fully 
control the other.

Two-Face soon resurfaced when Batman 
investigated the murder of Karl Twist, a 
mercenary Harvey had failed to jail while 
District Attorney. Investigating the murder, 
Batman at first thought Two-Face had killed 
him, but learned the killer had actually been 
Harvey – and Two-Face had even framed 
himself to protect his alter ego. 
Twist had worked for the deadly 
Kobra Cult and the investigation 
soon brought the cultists into play, 
with Two-Face seemingly killed saving 
Gotham from one of their deadly attacks. 
While some believed Two-Face had finally 
died, Batman soon worked out that his old 
enemy had faked his own death and was 
still at large and just as lethal as ever. 

Perhaps this time Harvey Dent is truly 
doomed, with his alter ego pushing 
him further and further from sanity. It 

is one of Gotham City’s many 
tragedies. Dent’s fall from grace 
not only deprived Gotham City of 

its greatest District Attorney but also 
gave the city one of its greatest threats 
– Two-Face. 

Cure. Dent asks for Batman’s help.

Finding Kobra. Dent and Batman team up.

Personality clash. Two-Face and Harvey Dent debate over the cure’s effects.

Aftermath. 
Harvey Dent’s 
death was highly 
exaggerated.
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For decades, virtually every aspect of Gotham City life was under gangster 
control – even the police department. While several crime families fought for 
domination, one man dominated the scene – Carmine Falcone.

GOTHAM GUIDE
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While the Falcone and Maroni families 
often fought, they were also willing to work 
together when profit was to be made. Big 
Lou was succeeded by his son Salvatore 
“Boss” Maroni. Sal Maroni was second only 
to Carmine in Gotham’s criminal power 
stakes. He was having an affair with Sofia, 
Carmine’s daughter. When the mysterious 
“Holiday” killer murdered Big Lou, a worried 
Sal turned state’s evidence, believing the 
Holiday killer was being sent by Carmine. 
Sal was planning to give Harvey Dent info 
on all of Carmine’s criminal activities, but, 
on the morning of the trial, Sofia convinced 
Sal that Harvey Dent was Holiday, and 
that if Maroni killed Dent all would be well 
between the mobster and Carmine. This led 
to Sal throwing acid at Dent during the trial 
and inadvertently creating Two-Face. Sal 
was killed by the real Holiday killer, Alberto 
Falcone – Carmine’s youngest son.

3. COLUMBUS DAY MASSACRE 
Several smaller families and mobsters 
worked for both the Falcone and Maroni 
families. Eddie Skeevers and Tony Zucco 
were given control of drug trafficking. While 
seeking new ways of smuggling drugs into 
Gotham, Zucco attempted to take over 
Haley’s Circus, killing the Flying Graysons 
(parents of Dick Grayson) as a warning to 
the circus’ owner. Zucco was thought to 
have died of a heart attack but survived and 
was sent to jail. Upon being released, he 
was gunned down by a rival mobster. 

The rise in costumed villains caused 
trouble for Gotham’s crime families. Two-
Face had already arranged a mass breakout 
of villains from Arkham Asylum to help him 
kill Carmine Falcone. The Columbus 
Day Massacre finally shattered the 
Mob’s grip on Gotham City. The 
leaders of four of Gotham’s five 
main families were murdered 
by costumed villains during a 
violent city-wide onslaught. 
Skeevers was assassinated 

1. CARMINE FALCONE 
The Falcone family has been linked to 
Gotham for many years. They were at 
their strongest under Carmine Falcone, 
nicknamed “the Roman” because of 
the size and brutality of his criminal 
empire. As a boy, Carmine was shot 
by one his father’s rivals, Luigi Morani 
(head of the Morani crime family). 
Carmine’s father Vincent took his son 
to Wayne Manor for help, fearing that 
Carmine would be killed if he was 
taken to a hospital. The shooting 
only served to enhance Carmine’s 
status – he was the gangster even a 
hail of gunfire couldn’t stop.

By the time Batman first 
appeared in Gotham, Carmine was 
the most powerful man in the city. 
He controlled crime, the police 
department and City Hall. While 
he had rivals, notably the Maroni 
family, few remained breathing for 
long. Carmine also had ties with 
Chicago’s Viti family, run by his 
sister Carla. Following Carmine’s 
murder by Two-Face and the rise 
of costumed criminals in Gotham, 
Falcone’s empire started to 
crumble. His daughter, Sofia 
Gigante-Falcone, briefly took 
over the organisation but was 
also killed by Two-Face. Mario 
Falcone, Carmine’s surviving 
son, turned his back on his 
father’s business, burning the 
family home to the ground. 
However, decades later, a 
hardened Mario returned to 
Gotham intent on rebuilding 
the Falcone Empire. 

2. SAL MARONI
Luigi “Big Lou” Maroni was 
second only to Vincent 
Falcone in power, his family 
running much of Gotham. 

by Mr. Freeze, Umberto and Mini Maroni 
(sons of Boss Maroni) were killed by Two-
Face, Lucia Viti (Carmine’s niece) was killed 
by Poison Ivy, and Bobby Gazzo was shot 
by the Joker. Only Sofia Falcone remained 
alive. Sofia turned out to be a costumed 
villain herself – the Hangman – but was 
killed in a showdown with Two-Face.  

4. MARIO FALCONE
Since the fall of Gotham’s crime families, 
various villains have attempted to gain 
the sort of dominance once enjoyed by 
Carmine. Two-Face and the Penguin came 
close, only to have their empires torn from 
them by the first Black Mask. The Black 
Mask quickly became one of the most 
powerful crimelords since the days of 
Carmine, but his empire didn’t last long; 
he was killed by Catwoman. Great White 
Shark tried to take over, but his reign was 
also short-lived. Intergang, led by Bruno 
“Ugly” Mannheim, moved their operations 
from Metropolis to Gotham, using Kord 
Enterprises as a front, but soon retreated 
back to Metropolis after coming under 
attack from Gotham’s heroes.

The fall of the Black Mask left a void in 
Gotham’s crime scene. Enter 
Mario Falcone. Life 
for the criminals of 
Gotham City might 
have finally gone 
full circle, with a 
Falcone at the 
top again. 

GANGS OF GOTHAM
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Before Harvey was horribly disfigured, he was Gotham City’s  
white knight, fighting for justice despite the danger to himself.  
Now he is a servant of crime and a slave to chance. 
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Law supremo: Harvey Dent, hot shot lawyer.

    BLACK STRATEGY
In his days as District Attorney, Harvey Dent 
was a man with a mission, a cause, like a 
knight of old. Dent’s charisma and nobility 
gave many in Gotham hope when the city 
itself was in the thrall of gangsters. 
Following Harvey’s tragic fall from grace and 
the appearance of his villainous alter ego 
Two-Face, he has abandoned all his old 
beliefs and morality. As Two-Face, he has 
tried to become everything Dent fought 
against. He has even attempted to build his 
own criminal empire. If Dent was Gotham’s 
white knight, there can be little doubt that 
Two-Face is the exact opposite – one of 
Gotham’s blackest knights. 

THE REAL DARK KNIGHT 
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FRONT AND CENTRE
In chess, the knight is at his most effective in the centre of the 
board, where it presents a clear and present danger to the 
pieces around it. Two-Face is often found at the centre of the 
action. It seems to be where he works best – whether during 
Dent’s time as D.A. taking the initiative against Gotham’s 
gangsters or as Two-Face tearing through his enemies in the 
Falcone family at the start of his criminal career.  

ATTACK
The heroic, legendary view of a knight stems from legends and 
epic works such as Mallory’s Le Morte d’Arthur. The reality was 
completely different from the myths. Knights of old were brutal 

and savage, willing to kill without 
a second thought. It’s a brutality 
Two-Face shares, as he too is 
able to kill victims with no sign  
of regret.

Since Two-Face’s recent 
reappearance, he has moved 
ever further away from the Harvey 
Dent persona. Two-Face went 
to war with Oswald Chesterfield 
Cobblepot, a.k.a. the Penguin, 
in attempt to become Gotham’s 
ultimate crimelord. While the 
plans of both villains were 
crushed by the rise of the original 
Black Mask, it wasn’t the first 
time Two-Face has attempted 
such a move. Unfortunately for 
Gotham, it seems that madness 
has permanently gained hold of 
Dent and Two-Face is now the 
dominant persona.

Gang war: Two-Face plots the Falcones’ downfall.

THE REAL DARK KNIGHT 
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ROGUE KNIGHT 
Two-Face serves no master other than 
himself; he bows to no king. While he has 
been known to team up with other villains, it has 
always been to serve his own plans. The most obvious 
example is his assault on Carmine Falcone, when he 
released a group of villains from Arkham – including 
the Joker and Poison Ivy – to help him invade 
Falcone’s residence and dispatch Gotham’s godfather 
of crime. Even this plan was carried out with chance 
at its core: each villain he freed from Arkham had 
their fate decided with a coin toss. 

While most chess players use skill and strategy  
to further their plans, what is most terrifying about 
Two-Face’s actions is his commitment to chance,  
a truly immoral blackness, prepared to kill at the  
flip of a coin. 

Arkham’s finest: Two-Face and his ‘gang’.

Dark justice: Two-Face kills Carmine Falcone.



the BLACK KNIGHT
Much like the often misunderstood villain Two-Face, the knight is one of 
the most unusual pieces on the chess board. By moving two squares, 
horizontally or vertically, followed by another square, vertically or 
horizontally, the knight moves alternatively to white and black squares.
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RULES & MOVES

CHESS OPENINGSCHESS OPENINGS
The first moves in a game are known as 
the opening moves, or simply the opening. 
They are also commonly referred to as 
defences. For the first move of any chess 
game, a player must move either a pawn 
or a knight.

THE KNIGHT IN CHESSTHE KNIGHT IN CHESS
Almost as powerful as the bishop, the 
knight is the only piece able to hop 
over other pieces. Each player begins 
the game with two knights. 

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h
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THE TWO KNIGHTS DEFENCE
The Two Knights Defence is one of the oldest known 
openings, dating back to 1580 where it was used by 
the Italian Renaissance player Giulio Cesare Polerio 
(1550–1610). The Two Knights is a particularly 
aggressive opening, and has been adopted by many 
players noted for their assertive style, including former 
Russian world champions Mikhail Tal and Boris Spassky. 
It was also a favourite of the very first Russian 
Grandmaster, Mikhail Chigorin (1850–1908) and is 
occasionally still described as ‘Chigorin’s 
Counterattack’.

The Two Knights Defence is described by the  
following three moves:

 1. e4 e5 
 2. Nf3 Nc6 
 3. Bc4 Nf6

DEFEATING THE TWO KNIGHTS
The Two Knights Defence is one of the most common 
defences in scholastic chess, and several strategies have 
been developed to combat it.  
One such is described by the following move:

 4 Ng5

This move is known as the ‘Fried Liver Attack’. 
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