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YOUR PIECE

Edward Nigma, better known as the Riddler, is one of the 
collection’s black bishops. His riddles often provide a dangerous 
test for Batman’s intellect and spell trouble for the Dark Knight 
and anyone involved in his complex conundrums.

THE RIDDLER
BLACKBLACK
  BISHOP  BISHOP



Of all of Batman’s foes, it is Edward 
Nigma, also known as The Riddler, 
who is the most perplexing. Even 

his real name is ultimately a mystery. Some 
reports suggest that he was born Edward 
Nashton, and that later in life he changed 
his surname legally to better reflect his 
overwhelming passion – some would say 
obsession – with puzzles and conundrums. 
Whatever the truth of this story, there is no 
doubt that E. Nigma is a fitting alias for the 
self-declared Prince of Puzzlers.

Nigma’s psychosis manifested itself for 
the first time when he was just a boy. His 
schoolteacher held a contest to see which 
of her pupils could assemble an elaborate 
jigsaw puzzle the fastest. Little Edward was 
determined to be the victor – to prove that 
he was cleverer than all of his classmates 
put together. Edward wanted to leave 
nothing to chance, however, and he broke 
into the school at night, repeatedly 
assembling the puzzle until he could 
complete it in less than one minute. After 
winning the competition – and receiving a 
book of riddles as a prize – puzzles became 
Eddie’s entire life, a means by which he 

could assert his superiority. It didn’t seem 
to bother him that he’d only managed to 
solve his teacher’s puzzle by cheating…   

CAREER CRIMINAL
After dropping out of high school, Nigma 
became a carnival barker. He ran a rigged 
puzzle booth – and delighted in fleecing 

Edward Nigma is a man obsessed with puzzles. His 
quick mind and deductive prowess could have made 
him a formidable force for good – instead he has 
become one of Gotham City’s deadliest villains.

A QUESTIONABLE PAST
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Clueless. Gotham’s police department draw blanks.

Quizzical. A young Edward Nigma takes an instant interest in all things puzzling.



became as much as an obsession for  
The Riddler as posing riddles.

The Riddler met Diedre Vance and Nina 
Damfino early in his criminal career, hiring 
them as muscle. Assuming the guises of 
Query and Echo, the murderous pair 

A QUESTIONABLE PAST
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the unsuspecting ‘rubes’ that attempted to 
outwit him. However, his obsessive-
compulsive need for attention continued to 
grow. It wasn’t enough that Nigma was 

clever – he had to be seen to be clever. 
He turned to crime full-time, 

establishing himself as one of 
Gotham City’s most infamous 

costumed Super-Villains.  
As The Riddler, Nigma  

was psychologically 
incapable of 

committing a 

crime without first composing a 
riddle or leaving behind a puzzle 
as a clue for the police to follow. 
His repeated attempts at taunting 
the GCPD were frustrating, though, 
as his conundrums were often 
misinterpreted or ignored outright. It was 
only when Batman took up The Riddler’s 
challenge that the Super-Villain finally met 
a worthy opponent. The pair matched wits 
on countless occasions – and although  
The Riddler sometimes escaped from the 
Dark Knight’s clutches, he frequently found 
himself caught and incarcerated in Arkham 
Asylum. Outsmarting Batman soon 

handled much of the rough stuff,  
leaving The Riddler free to concentrate  
on devising ever more complicated 
schemes and    deathtraps. 

MURDER MYSTERY
The Riddler’s logical mind and problem-
solving abilities made him a useful ally. He 
was hired by Carmine ‘The Roman’ Falcone 
– Gotham City’s pre-eminent mob boss – to 
deduce the identity of the so-called Holiday 
Killer. Over the course of a single year, 
Holiday had murdered numerous members 
of the Falcone crime family – each shooting 
taking place on a different holiday. Despite 
coming up with many plausible theories, 
The Riddler was unable to figure out 
Holiday’s true identity – perhaps because 
there were at least two killers. Falcone 
eventually grew tired of The Riddler’s idle 
speculation, and he threw the Super-Villain 
out of his office. In the alley behind the 
building, The Riddler came face to face 
with Holiday. Surprisingly, the murderer 
spared The Riddler’s life – seemingly as part Henchwomen. The Riddler with his hired muscle, Query and Echo.

Moment of truth. At the mercy of the Falcones.
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The Riddler’s scheme, he had almost 
achieved his ambition.

Following Hush’s defeat, The Riddler 
was returned to Arkham Asylum. He 
threatened to reveal Batman’s alter 
ego, but the Dark Knight realised 
that that was a secret the 
Super-Villain would never 
share. The Riddler had solved 
the ultimate underworld 
mystery – just who was 
Batman? It proved The 
Riddler’s superiority once  
and for all. Sharing such 
knowledge would only 
diminish his achievement. 
After all, a riddle that 
everyone knows the answer 
to is worthless.

TURNAROUND
The Riddler inevitably 
escaped from Arkham. 
After receiving a blow 
to the head from a 
time-displaced hero 
called the Shining 
Knight, he spent a 
year in a coma. 
When he awoke he 
had few memories of 
his questionable past 
– and had forgotten 
Batman’s secret 
identity. With a new 
lease on life, he turned 
his considerable deductive 
abilities to a nobler cause.  
He opened up a private 

Detective. Batman gets a helping hand from The Riddler’s new law-abiding personality.

seemingly inevitable end. He tracked down 
one of Ra’s al Ghul’s Lazarus Pits, and used 
its restorative waters to heal himself. 
Hoping to profit from the Lazarus Pit 
further, The Riddler revealed its existence 
to his physician, Doctor Thomas Elliot. 
Elliot possessed a deep-rooted hatred of a 
childhood friend, Bruce Wayne – and when 
The Riddler finally deduced that Wayne 
was secretly Batman, the pair conspired  
to bring about the downfall of the Dark 
Knight. Thomas Elliot assumed the identity 
of the enigmatic Hush, embarking on a 
complicated plan of harassment and 
misdirection devised by The Riddler in 

order to unnerve the Dark 
Knight. A disorientated 
Batman was forced to battle 
many of his greatest foes 
– including Killer Croc,     
The Joker and Poison Ivy 
– while at the same time 
grappling with the greatest 
conundrum ever devised by 
The Riddler… who was 
Hush, and why did he hate 
Bruce Wayne so much?

Batman eventually triumphed over 
Hush. He discovered the crazed 
Super-Villain’s true identity, and learned 

that Elliot had harboured a hatred for the 
Wayne family for decades. When he was 
still just a boy, Elliot had secretly attempted 
to murder his parents in order to inherit the 
family fortune. Bruce’s father, Doctor 
Thomas Wayne, had unwittingly foiled the 
evil scheme by saving the life of the boy’s 
mother. Thomas Elliot had sworn 
vengeance on the Waynes – and thanks to 

of a bizarre April Fool’s Day prank.  
A traumatised Riddler was left asking  
the apparently imponderable question, 
“When does a killer… not kill?”

SECRETS AND LIES
After being diagnosed with terminal cancer, 
The Riddler was determined to escape his 
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Ex-partner in crime.
Blackspell exacts his 
revenge on The Riddler. 

Puzzle solved. The Riddler lets Batman in on a secret.
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detective agency – and even helped 
Batman solve the riddle of who murdered 
antiquities expert Matthew Atkins.

The Riddler’s switch to the side of the 
law was not to last, however, and after he 
was caught in an explosion while on a case, 
his devious persona slowly began to return. 
While still acting as a private detective, he 
framed an old criminal associate – a 
magician called Sebastian Blackspell – for   
a series of murders, making off with his 
former partner’s stash of ill-gotten loot. 
Sometime later, still struggling with the 

puzzle of whether he was actually good 
or evil, The Riddler savagely beat Dick 
Grayson, who usually fought crime as 
Nightwing but had temporarily taken 

on the role of the Dark 
Knight. With the assistance 

of the mysterious Enigma, a 
young woman purporting to be 

his daughter, The Riddler helped 
the insane Two-Face retrieve his 

lost scarred coin. As 
payment, he was given a set 
of District Attorney case files 

that contained details of his 
criminal career. After studying the 

papers, The Riddler was finally 
able to unlock the secrets of his 

past. He became more manic than 
ever before – and brutally shot his 

supposed daughter, gleefully quipping, 
“What’s purple and green and bleeds 
profusely?”
 
KING OF THE CITY
Changes in reality caused by The Flash led 
to alterations to The Riddler’s early years. 
In the post-Flashpoint reality it transpired 
The Riddler was the first of the Dark 
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Having a blast. The Riddler 
rediscovers his evil persona. 

Case files. The Riddler’s criminal past.

The lady in question. 
Enigma with her father, 
The Riddler. 
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Knight’s infamous Rogues Gallery to trouble 
him. When the young Bruce Wayne 
returned to Gotham City to launch his war 
on crime, he soon learned that his uncle 

Philip Kane – who had 
control of the company on 

Bruce’s behalf – was working with Edward 
Nigma. When Nigma saw Bruce Wayne’s 
opposition to Philip’s running of the 
company, he arranged for the Red Hood 
Gang to kill him. The attempt failed, but 
Philip died. Wanting everyone in Gotham 
City to know his name, Nigma started to call 
himself The Riddler and took over the city. 
Batman tried to stop The Riddler’s plans, 
only to be defeated and nearly killed. After 

recovering from his injuries, Batman 
returned to action – and a Gotham 
City very much under The Riddler’s 
control. The Riddler called his new 

era “Zero Year”. He had control of all 
of Gotham City’s power, its people his 

prisoners – until the Dark Knight stopped 
him. Nigma ended up in Arkham. His keen 
criminal mind soon led to Gotham City cops 

coming to him for help, 
The Riddler solving their 
more troublesome 
crimes with ease. While 

Nigma was imprisoned, 
The Joker started his 

campaign of terror. The 
Riddler used his ingenuity to 
escape and approached The 
Joker with a plan – they should 
join forces to destroy Batman. 
The Joker had a simple response 
– he shot him in the guts. Nigma 

survived the attack 
and scarred the rest 

Zero Year. The Riddler establishes himself as the boss of Gotham City.

Ruler dethroned. 
Batman puts a 
stop to The 
Riddler’s plans.

Deadly duo. The Joker 
and the Riddler team up 
against Batman. 
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– Batman attacked The Riddler with a 
knife, trying to kill him. The Joker leapt 
in and saved The Riddler’s life. That 
fact made The Joker laugh. The war 
was at an end.

The Riddler continued to plague the 
Dark Knight and his allies for years. He 
also took time out from Gotham City 
to bring his puzzles to Central City and 
The Flash, only to be defeated by the 
hero and the Rogues. The Riddler was 
also called on by the Society of Super 
Villains to defend Deathstroke, when 
the Terminator was charged with no 

longer being evil. The Riddler showed 
Deathstroke killing them all if he broke free 
– proof that he was evil and therefore still 
worthy of membership. 

QUIZ TIME
The Riddler went on to find love with a fan 
– Quiz. The Riddler’s sweetheart had stolen 
his heart with a series of puzzles, before 
revealing her feelings during a bank job 
she’d lured him to. When a deal The Riddler 
had struck with the Scarecrow went wrong, 
Quiz turned to Batman for help – worried 
that Scarecrow would kill her paramour. The 
Dark Knight agreed to help – and hoped 
the Super-Villain was telling the truth when 
he said he wanted to go straight. 

The man known as Edward Nigma is  
a riddle wrapped inside a mystery inside  
an enigma. He is a living conundrum. What 
the future holds for him – and the victims of 
his intricate machinations – is a question to 

test even The Riddler. 

of his torso so the bullet wound would 
appear like the dot under a question mark. 
He then went into conflict with the Clown 
Prince of Crime in what became known as 
the War of Jokes and Riddles.

THIS MEANS WAR
Soon many of Gotham City’s colourful 
criminals were forced to pick a side. The war 
brought chaos to the city, so much so that 
Bruce Wayne tried to bring both sides 
together. The meeting failed, and Batman 
formed a brief alliance with The Riddler to 
attack The Joker’s lair. Once there, Batman 
learned the whole war had been created by 
The Riddler to make The Joker laugh. 
Knowing how many had died because of 
the war – including his ally Kite-Man’s son 

Love is in the air. The Riddler with his new companion

Quiz. The Riddler’s 
new love. 

Question time. The Riddler shows his scarred torso.
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The Riddler’s obsessive-compulsive desire for attention means that he simply 
has to leave clues – often in the form of riddles – to each of his crimes. Here are 
some of his rhymes and reasons… and the crime scenes they led to.

CRIME SCENE
3. NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
Gotham’s Natural History Museum has 
often been the target of the city’s villains. 
Catwoman, the Joker, Mr. Freeze – at one 
time or another, they have all attempted 
to breach the museum’s state-of-the-art 
security and make off with an item of 
priceless antiquity. The Riddler, on the 
other hand, broke into the Natural History 
Museum not to commit a crime – but to 
solve one. After abandoning his criminal 
ways, the Riddler established himself as a 
highly paid private detective. His research 
into the murder of antiquities expert 
Matthew Atkins took him 
to the Natural History 
Museum, where 
a sword-wielding 
assassin attempted 
to cut short his 
investigations. 

1. FINGER YARD
Finger Yard is not a crime scene as 
such, but it still holds a special place in 
the Riddler’s twisted heart. Filled with 
huge props intended for advertising 
stunts, it was left to rot by its former 
owners. It eventually became the 
Riddler’s secret sanctuary – a place 
for him to hide out and plan his next 
crime. On one occasion, the Riddler 
welcomed a television crew into his 
bizarre bolthole, and the resulting 
interview was as incomprehensible 
as the Prince of Puzzlers himself.

2. EIGHT ST. & DILL AVE.
The cryptic note read, “The street 
was delicious, with pickle on the 
side.” The solution to the riddle 
seemed obvious – the Riddler was 
prompting Batman to proceed 
to the corner of Eight Street and 
Dill Avenue. It was only when 
the Dark Knight arrived at the 
seemingly innocuous address 
that he realised the depravity 
of the Riddler’s latest scheme. 
The Cluemaster was the 
Riddler’s long-time adversary 
– another villain who themed 
his activities around puzzles 
and conundrums. Wanting to 
be rid of his bothersome rival, 
the Riddler had kidnapped 
the Cluemaster and strapped 
a bomb to his chest. Batman 
had just fifteen 
minutes to solve 
a chain of riddles 
and defuse 
the bomb. 
With the Dark 
Knight otherwise 
engaged, the 
Riddler was free to 
commit a robbery 
elsewhere in the city. 

Fortunately, Batman was on hand to save 
the Riddler. The pair joined forces to crack 
the case – discovering that the assassin 
was Simon Brooks, an associate of Atkins. 
Brooks and Atkins had used their positions 
of influence to steal artefacts from the 
museum. When Atkins had become too 
greedy, Brooks had murdered his partner 
in crime. 

4. CITY HALL CLOCK TOWER
The Riddler attempted to extort money 
from the authorities by threatening to blow 
up a Gotham City landmark. The riddle he 
sent to Batman and the GCPD suggested 
that the landmark was the historical 
City Hall Clock Tower. Sure enough, 
when Batman arrived at the location, he 
discovered the Riddler planting explosives. 
However, what should have been a 
straightforward arrest turned into a fight to 
the death. Unbeknownst to either Batman 
or his foe, the villainous Bane had injected 
the Riddler with a steroid-like chemical 
called Venom. The drug transformed the 
Riddler into a muscle bound monster of a 
man – and it took all of Batman’s strength 
to defeat him. 

5. THE LIGHTHOUSE CLUB
After months of being virtually 

ignored by the GCPD, an angry 
Riddler upped the ante. He 
sent a parcel bomb to police 
headquarters, along with the 
riddle, “Why did the cottage go 

on a diet?” The cottage in question turned 
out to be Gotham’s famous Lighthouse 
Club, and further clues led Police 
Lieutenant Jim Gordon to deduce that the 
Riddler was going to strike at the crowded 
nightspot on March 4 at 2.30am. Gordon 
shared this information with the Dark 
Knight, leading to the first confrontation 

between the hero and the Riddler – and 
sparking Edward Nigma’s obsessive 

need to outsmart Batman. 
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RANK & FILE

Like the bishop in chess, the Riddler often moves in mysterious ways.  
With an unparalleled genius for puzzles and brainteasers, the Riddler  
is a villain who enjoys the game as much as victory itself.  

12

MASTER PLANNER
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

The bishop moves diagonally across the board – and can move any number of 
squares so long as the path is clear. This makes the entire board within quick 
and easy reach of attack. Like the bishop, the Riddler has few restrictions on his 
activities. The only thing that inhibits the scope of his crooked schemes is the 
limits of his own imagination – and the Riddler has a formidable imagination. 
Thanks to his innate intelligence and obsessive-compulsive nature, he is able 
to devise the most outrageously complicated crimes. His bizarre 
plots – such as flooding a bank vault to allow the money to flow 
out – are the products of a warped genius. In his own twisted 
mind, the Riddler can move anywhere – and do anything.

FATAL FLAW
Despite being a criminal genius, the Riddler has one fatal 

flaw – he is psychologically incapable of committing a crime 
without first posing a riddle to Batman or the Gotham City 
Police Department. Ever the showman, he has to prove to 

everyone just how clever he is. In this way, the Riddler is 
predictable in his unpredictability… and it simply takes a 
more logical mind to ultimately outwit him. Similarly, the 

bishop only ever moves and attacks on squares that are the 
same colour as its starting square. An experienced chess 

player will come to expect a bishop’s attack – and the 
direction from which it will come – and learn to counter it.

Cash flow. The Riddler floods the bank vault.
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TRUE POWER
In medieval courts, it was often the clergy who were the real 
power behind the throne. So, too, with the Riddler, who 
uncharacteristically remained in the shadows during his most 
ambitious scheme – the complete and utter destruction of the 
Dark Knight. In a moment of madness following his immersion in 
the alchemical waters of a Lazarus Pit, the Riddler deduced that 

Batman and Bruce Wayne were 
one and the same. He joined 

forces with the villainous Hush, 
and, using Batman’s secrets 
to their advantage, the 
pair devised a complicated 
scheme to wear down the 

Dark Knight and break his 
fighting spirit. It was only thanks 
to the support of allies, such 
as Catwoman and Robin, that 
Batman managed to ultimately 
defeat the Riddler and Hush.

NO JOKE
With a value of three points, the bishop 
is not as powerful as a king or a queen. 
Nevertheless it is still a formidable piece 
– and the longer it stays on the board, 
the more powerful it becomes. A player 
underestimating the effectiveness of 
a bishop has lost many a chess game. 
Thanks to his manic persona and comic 
appearance, the Riddler, too, has often 
been underestimated. Certainly, it took 
the Police Department many months to 
take the villain seriously when he first 
emerged in Gotham City. Even former 
Robin Dick Grayson – who was operating 
as Batman at the time – failed to take the 
Prince of Puzzlers seriously, and was taken 
unawares when ambushed by the villain.

MASTER PLANNER

Bat bashing. Dick Grayson gets clobbered.
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DOUBLE TROUBLE
An experienced chess player will know not to allow an 
opponent to keep both bishops active for too long. Two 
bishops working in tandem can offer numerous strategic 
advantages – skewering or pinning rival pieces, and 
completely dominating an opponent’s game. Early in his 
career, the Riddler realised that while effective on his own, he 
would be immeasurably more powerful working with others. 
He engaged Query and Echo as muscle-for-hire, and proved 
to be at his deadliest when working in tandem with his 
unpredictable daughter, Enigma.



the BLACK BISHOP
The bishop is seen as the third power on the board, equal in potential 
to the knight. The bishop grows in influence as the game progresses, 
though it is restricted to squares of one colour only.
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CHESS OPENINGSCHESS OPENINGS
For the first moves in any game, a player 
must move either a pawn or a knight. 
A chess opening is also commonly referred 
to as a ‘defence’. 

THE BISHOP IN CHESSTHE BISHOP IN CHESS
The bishop can move to any square 
along its diagonals as long as its path 
is not blocked. Each player begins the 
game with two bishops.

THE BISHOP’S OPENING
The Bishop’s Opening is one of the oldest in 
the game, and begins with the moves:

White attacks black’s f7 square, thus 
preventing black from advancing his d pawn 
to d5. In so doing white leaves his f pawn 
unblocked, allowing the possibility of playing 
f4. In this, the Bishop’s Opening resembles the 
King’s Gambit. Indeed, the Bishop’s Opening 
can transpose into both the King’s Gambit 
or the Vienna Game, and transpositions into 
other openings are also possible. 
 
The Bishop’s Opening was known to be a 
favourite of French chess legend François-
André Danican Philidor (1726–1795), and had 
earlier been studied by Spanish chess luminary 

1 2W/Pawn - e4

B/Pawn - e5

W/Bishop - c4

Ruy Lopez (1530–1580). Though less popular 
in modern chess, the Bishop’s Opening was 
seen in international chess in 1964, by three 
times Interzonal Tournament winner, Danish 
International Master Bent Larsen, and has also 
surfaced in the games of Garry Kasparov.

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h
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Poison Ivy, 
the ultimate 

femme fatale,  
is a black pawn.

BLACKBLACK
PAWNPAWN

COMING SOON




