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YOUR PIECE

Pamela Lillian Isley was a shy, retiring botanist until Dr. Jason 
Woodrue changed her into the deadly Poison Ivy. Now she is 
one of Gotham City’s deadliest Super-Villains and a powerful 
enemy of the Dark Knight.

POISON IVY
BLACKBLACK
    PAWN    PAWN
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evil machinations, Pamela 
blossomed from a demure shrinking 
violet into a seductive creature with 
a poisonous personality. 

SOWING THE SEEDS
Although he seemed to be human, 
Dr. Woodrue was actually an exile 
from a dimension inhabited by 
sentient plants. He posed as a 
college professor and experimented 
on humans as part of his 
investigations into animal/plant 
hybridisation. He seduced the naive 
Pamela Isley with words of love and, 
over time, surreptitiously injected 
her with chemical compounds that 

mutated her physiology 
so that it became 
more plantlike than       

human. Her porcelain skin took      
on a subtle green hue, and she 
discovered that she had an almost 
supernatural ability to control plants 
of any kind – to transform them 
from tiny saplings to mighty oaks in 
a matter of seconds, and to use 
them as offensive and defensive 
weapons as required. In her new 
form, Pamela had such fine control 
over her pheromones that she 
was able to place people under 
her hypnotic power. The 
briefest kiss from the newly 
christened Poison Ivy was 
enough to make any man 
her slave. Unfortunately     
for many of her victims,   
Ivy’s skin was also toxic     
to the touch.

Like the plant from which she 
takes her name, Poison Ivy is 
beautiful to look at, but deadly 

to touch. She is a human/plant 
hybrid, with chlorophyll, not blood, 
flowing through her veins. She 
desires nothing less than the total 
eradication of ‘bothersome 
humanity’, so that plant life can be 
free to overrun the planet and 
transform it into a verdant paradise.

Poison Ivy was born Pamela Lillian 
Isley. A shy, retiring young woman, 
she studied botany in a class that 
also included Alec Holland, whose 
biochemical research later resulted 
in his transformation into Swamp 
Thing. Pamela’s tutor, Dr. Jason 
Woodrue, was not all he appeared 
to be, however – and thanks to his 

PROFILE

Poison Ivy is a cold-blooded killer but she’s also a staunch 
defender of nature and has, on occasion, fought the good fight 
alongside Birds of Prey. Her changeable nature, exceptional 
powers and tragic origins make her a deadly force in Gotham City.

TOXIC BEAUTY 
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In bloom. Pamela Isley is transformed.



PROFILE

TOXIC BEAUTY 

a radical ecoterrorist, targeting individuals 
and corporations who – in her somewhat 
warped view – posed a threat to the 
natural world.

Ivy eventually grew tired of her plans 
being pruned back by Batman, and she 
abandoned Gotham City, taking root on a 
desert island in the Caribbean. She turned 
the barren rock into a tropical paradise. For 
the first time since her metamorphosis, 
Poison Ivy was truly happy. Unfortunately, 
her idyll was not to last. An arms company 
picked the supposedly abandoned island as 
a suitable location to test its new weapons 
systems. In the ensuing conflagration, 

FIRST FLOWERING
Poison Ivy’s transformation left her mentally 
unbalanced. She realised that Woodrue had 
manipulated her – and vowed to make all 
men pay for his malfeasance. She relocated 
to Gotham City and, at first, seemed 
content to use her newfound abilities to pull 
off common or garden crimes such as bank 
robberies and museum heists. While 
breaking into a jewellery store with a gang 
of hired thugs, Poison Ivy encountered 
Batman for the first time. She was 
immediately attracted to the charismatic 
hero – primarily because he seemed able to 
resist her seductive allure. 
   A short while later, Ivy threatened to 
release suffocating plant spores into the air 
unless the authorities met her demand for 
ten million dollars. Batman easily foiled Ivy’s 
extortion scheme by tracking the Super-
Villain back to her hothouse hideaway. After 
her arrest, Poison Ivy was consigned to the 
notorious Arkham Asylum for the Criminally 
Insane for what proved to be the first of 
many extended visits.

GREEN GUARDIAN
Poison Ivy’s human side slowly withered 
away. She became emotionally divorced 
from normal human concerns, becoming 
increasingly intolerant of mankind’s abuse 
of her beloved flora. She became 
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Fungal attack. Ivy makes her demands.

Island queen. A refuge for Ivy.

Fiery end. Poison Ivy’s 
paradise goes up in flames.



Thanks to     
her plant-
controlling 
abilities, she 
was able to 
feed her 
charges with an 
abundance of 
exotic fruits and 
vegetables. 
Because of this, 
she was soon 
approached by 
the monstrous 

Clayface, who suggested they join forces to 
corner the market on food production in the 
devastated city. When Poison Ivy refused to 
go along with his plans, Clayface 
overpowered her. He kept her in the dark, 
and used salt to weaken her abilities. After 
months of captivity, Poison Ivy was freed by 
Batman and Robin. She ruthlessly took 
revenge on Clayface – defeating him in 
hand-to-hand combat and using his 
mud-like body as fertiliser for her plants.

HARLEY AND IVY
A short while later, Ivy met the woman who 
would become her only true friend. Dr. 
Harleen Quinzel had developed a fatal 
attraction to the villainous Joker – even 
going so far as to assume the costumed 
identity of Harley Quinn in order to woo the 
Clown Prince of Crime. The Joker was 
nothing if not mercurial, however, and in a 

PROFILE
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Poison Ivy’s jungle haven was razed to the 
ground. She swore revenge, and tracked 
the company’s owners back to their base of 
operations in Gotham City. After punishing 
those responsible for despoiling her home, 
she rededicated herself to the goal of 
cleansing the entire world of mankind.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Despite her avowed intent, Poison Ivy has 
shown a conciliatory nature on rare 
occasions. After Gotham was struck by a 
powerful earthquake and abandoned by the 
federal government, Ivy seized the 
opportunity to establish her own fiefdom. 
She transformed Robinson Park – located 
at the heart of Gotham – into a lush 
jungle, offering its sheltering boughs to 
the young orphans of the city. 

Poison Ivy became a veritable 
Earth Mother to the waifs and 
strays in her care, protecting them 
from the violent gang warfare that 
had erupted throughout Gotham. 

No Man’s Land. Ivy attempts to lay down the law to Clayface.

Gotham City Sirens. Ivy with 
Harley Quinn and Catwoman.

Root of the problem. Clayface suffers at the hands of Poison Ivy.
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fit of pique he strapped his ‘beloved’ Harley 
to a rocket, propelling her into Robinson 
Park. Poison Ivy stumbled upon the 
wounded Harley Quinn and nursed her back 
to health. In the process, the pair became 
the closest of allies – later joining Catwoman 
in a criminal coalition that became known as 
the Gotham City Sirens.
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BITTER HARVEST
Surprisingly, Poison Ivy turned to Batman for 
assistance on one occasion. She claimed that 
her beloved plants had inexplicably turned 
against her, mutating into a single, 
bloodthirsty creature called Harvest. The 
truth of the matter was much more insidious. 
Ivy had been feeding people, including 

‘tiresome lovers’, ‘incompetent henchmen’ 
and any who dared ‘return her smile’, into 
the maw of a giant man-eating plant. As the 
plant devoured its victims, their souls merged 
with it – creating a hybrid creature with a 
terrible thirst for vengeance.

Batman saved Poison Ivy from Harvest, 
and the monster was seemingly destroyed – 
although the Dark Knight noted that a 
creature made from plant matter and the 
unquiet souls of the dead might very well 
sprout back into life at any time.

Poison Ivy later accepted an invitation from 
the vigilante Black Canary to join a black ops 
team of heroines known as the Birds of Prey. 
Dedicated to combating extra-governmental 
forces considered beyond the reach of the 
law, the Birds of Prey were on the trail of the 
enigmatic terrorist Choke, who was using 
revolutionary mind-control techniques to 
wreak havoc in Gotham City. Poison Ivy’s 
knowledge of will-sapping toxins proved 
invaluable in combating Choke, and she 
seemed to embrace her new role as a      
team player. 

Following the changes in reality following 
the Flashpoint event, Poison Ivy’s origins had 
changed. Pamela Isley had grown up in a 
violent household where her abusive father 
often attacked her mother. He would then 
buy her plants to make up for the abuse, his 
daughter learning that flowers could be used 
to manipulate people. Eventually Pamela’s 

Birds of Prey. Black Canary tries to get Ivy accepted.

Plant food. Ivy’s disregard for human-life would lead to the creation of the monster Harvest.
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father killed her mother and buried her 
body in the garden. He was caught and the 
young Pamela taken into care. By college 
Pamela was already creating pheromone 
drugs that could be used to manipulate 
others. She later used a powerful version of 
the drug to kill her father during a prison 
visit – making it look like he had died of a 
heart attack. After graduating, she gained a 

job at Wayne Enterprises, but when she 
proposed a chemical that could essentially 
brainwash people, Bruce Wayne shut down 
the project and had her removed from the 
company. As she left she was doused in her 
own chemicals and soon learned the 
accident had given her the amazing ability 
to control fauna. 

LIFE AND DEATH
Preferring plants to people, Poison Ivy soon 
became an ecoterrorist, fighting Batman 

and other heroes. In time she 
took a job at Gotham 
Botanical Gardens and started 
an experiment to try and 
create children of her own. 
When her mentor Luisa Cruz 
was murdered at the 

gardens, Ivy started to 
investigate. At the same 
time her own experiment 
bore fruit – in the form of 
two genetically modified 
children she named Rose 
and Hazel. The children 

grew quickly while Ivy 
investigated the death of Dr. 

Eric Grimley, head of the Gardens. 
She also found a young girl in the 
Gardens Labs – one that had been 

created the same way as her own 

children from her own stolen notes. It 
transpired that Grimley had been dying of 
cancer and used Ivy’s notes to grow himself 
a new body in an attempt to beat the 
cancer. It gave him similar powers to Ivy, but 
an even deadlier attitude. He attacked Ivy 
and her children in his new monstrous form, 
but Ivy eventually defeated him with the 
help of her children and Swamp Thing. Her 
children – by then adults – decided to go 
their own way. Shortly after, Ivy became 
involved in a new plan of conquest by 

Deadly kiss. Ivy uses her new chemicals to dispose of her father.

Spore relations. Ivy 
with her children.

Monster. Grimley attacks Ivy and her family.
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Mongul, and found herself eventually 
fighting alongside Batman, Superman and 
Wonder Woman to defeat the tyrant.

SUDDEN DEATH
Ivy’s relationship with Harley Quinn had 
continued to develop, the two becoming 
lovers. Ivy was having trouble coming to 
terms with her recent trauma and Harley 
suggested that she went to the Sanctuary 
– a secret facility where heroes could 
recover. While there, though, Ivy was killed 
by Wally West, only to be later revived  
by him using the Speed Force. The 
experience left Ivy even more troubled and 
with less control of her powers and physical 
form. At one point she created a double of 
herself. When the double went away with 

Harley, Ivy’s sanity was threatened 
– until her double sacrificed 

her own life to ensure Ivy’s survival.
Ivy remained a troubled character. Her 

connection to the Green was, according to 
Swamp Thing, changing her for the better 
– or at least the Green was trying to change 
her. At times she has become almost heroic 
– most notably fighting alongside Batgirl in 
a new incarnation of the Birds of Prey. When 
the mysterious Simon Saint tried to kill Ivy, 
she was rescued by Catwoman. As Pamela 
recovered, she asked Selina to simply call 
her Ivy. Could it be the ecoterrorist was 
finally on her way to becoming a force for 
good? If so, the Green could 
soon have another 
champion and 
Gotham City 
another hero. 

Turning over a new leaf? Ivy mellows after being rescued by Catwoman.

New lease of life. Ivy 
returns from the dead.

Double trouble. 
Harley and Ivy 
hit relationship 
problems.
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GOTHAM GUIDE
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ROBINSON PARK
22

The Feraks. Protectors of Ivy’s orphans and park.

Ivy captures the Riddler.

Ivy with the Alstairean.



Poison Ivy often escapes Gotham City’s urban cacophony by seeking sanctuary 
in the green oasis of Robinson Park. Its concealing foliage sustains and 
inspires her while she plots to bring about mankind’s ultimate downfall.

sought to evict Poison Ivy from the park – 
but she successfully resisted all attempts 
to remove her. It was only when she 
realised that her actions were endangering 
the young orphans in her care that she       
finally relented and agreed to abandon 
her jungle domain.

3. THEATRE OF WAR
When a brutal turf war broke out amongst 
Gotham’s criminal gangs, it appeared as 
if the entire city would be completely lost 
to lawlessness. Batman refused to give in, 
however, and he rallied Robin, Catwoman, 
Nightwing and other allies to the defence 
of his beloved home. He used the Greco-
Roman amphitheatre in Robinson Park to 
corral the warring factions – allowing the 
GCPD time to take out many of the prime 
movers and to slowly wrest back control of 
the city. 

4. TORTURE GARDEN
Poison Ivy later returned to Robinson 
Park, secretly establishing a 
lush grove that overflowed 
with exotic plants and 
flora. The villainous 
Riddler sought 
shelter in this 
primeval forest 
while on the run 
from his former partner 
in crime, the enigmatic 
Hush. Ivy refused 
the Riddler sanctuary, 
however, angry that he 
had previously used her in 
his scheme to bring about 
Batman’s downfall. Declaring 
that she was no man’s 
puppet, Poison Ivy used her 
jungle plants to torture the 
Riddler. She tormented him to 
the point of despair – and forced 
him to temporarily abandon his 
costumed identity.

1. NO MAN’S LAND
Robinson Park was opened to the 
general public in 1784, its three hundred 
acres of green land offering much-
needed recreational space to the 
impoverished citizens of neighbouring 
South Gotham and Central Gotham 
Island. With many notable landmarks, 
including the Forum of the Twelve 
Caesars and Finger Castle, the park 
was also a favourite of the city’s great 
and good. Over the years, the park 
fell into disrepair, and it became 
a notorious haven for criminals 
– particularly after dark. Early in 
his crime-fighting career, Batman 
ensured that his nightly patrols 
always took in Robinson Park. 
When Gotham City was struck by 
an earthquake and abandoned by 
the federal authorities as a lawless 
‘No Man’s Land’, Poison Ivy seized 
the opportunity to take control            
of Robinson Park for the first 
time, and to transform it into 
a jungle paradise.

2. GREEN GUARDIANS
Under Poison Ivy’s care, Robinson 
Park became a sanctuary for the 
homeless children of Gotham 
City. In order to defend her new 
territory from human predators, 
Ivy created an army of Feraks – 
genetically engineered creatures 
with a wild mix of human and 
plant DNA. Each of these 
beautiful beasts possessed 
superhuman strength, and had 
the ability to regenerate limbs 
and grow toxic barbs and 
thorns. The Feraks exhibited 
only a primitive intelligence 
and were completely loyal to 
Poison Ivy. Once law and 
order was re-established in 
Gotham, the authorities 

5. ALIEN INCURSION
While working at S.T.A.R. (Scientific 
and Technological Advanced Research) 
Laboratories under the assumed name of 
Dr. Paula Irving, Poison Ivy came under 
the malign influence of an alien life form. 
The Alstairean was a plant-based creature 
sent to Earth as a scout in preparation for 
an all-out invasion. His spaceship crash-
landed, however, and the Alstairean’s 
dehydrated body was sent to S.T.A.R. Labs 
for study. Sensing the presence of another 
plant-based creature, the Alstairean took 
control of Poison Ivy, convincing her that 
she was in love with him. The pair set up a 
base of operations in Robinson Park, from 
where they planned to unleash their floral 
spores in an attempt to take control of the 
entire world. Poison Ivy’s fellow Gotham 
City Sirens, Harley Quinn and Catwoman, 
fought their way through the overgrown 
park to reach Ivy. They persuaded their 

friend that a man was once 
again using her – and, as a 

result, Poison Ivy turned 
on the Alstairean, 
destroying him with 
her toxic kiss.

11

GOTHAM GUIDE

ROBINSON PARK



RANK & FILE

A self-declared foot soldier in a war to preserve the ecology of the planet, 
Poison Ivy will go to any lengths to achieve her objective – the total 
eradication of mankind. She is one of Gotham City’s deadliest residents.
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POISONOUS PAWN

HIDDEN 
STRENGTH
Technically, the pawn 
is the weakest piece 
in chess. However, 
pawns are still useful 
weapons in a player’s 
overall arsenal. A 
pawn can attack or 
defend; threaten to capture an opponent’s valuable nobles or restrict an 
attacking piece by blocking it. So it is with Poison Ivy – whose beautiful 
form belies a poisonous interior that can be deadly to the touch. Like the 
piece that she represents in your chess set, Poison Ivy alternates between 
attacking and defending. She can use her plant-controlling abilities to 
smother a corporate headquarters in suffocating kudzu vines or to erect 
an impenetrable barrier of foliage around her own territory, such as Neo 
Eden or Robinson Park. Her mutant plants can withstand many blows –  
or snake out to snatch the Batplane from the sky.

Flight of danger. Even in the air, the Batplane is not safe.
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MIND CONTROL
Men often become little more than pawns themselves 
when they are ensnared in Poison Ivy’s insidious schemes. 
It usually takes just a gentle kiss from Poison Ivy to turn 
a member of the opposite sex into a mind-controlled 
thrall. Toxin from Ivy’s nightshade hybrids is particularly 
effective in creating super-strong, almost mindless 
zombies – although the process eventually kills the victim. 
It’s particularly ironic that someone so adept at creating 
pawns would become one herself – but that’s precisely 
what happened to Poison Ivy. The Riddler manipulated 
Ivy into turning Superman into a mind-controlled weapon 
with which to strike at Batman. When she finally learned 
that she had been played like a puppet, Poison Ivy turned 
on the Riddler – torturing him with her barbed plants.

PROMOTION
The ultimate achievement of an advancing pawn is to reach 
the enemy’s back rank, whereupon they get to promote – often 
to a queen. Early in her career, Poison Ivy was content to be 
a common or garden thief – often harvesting the wealth of 
Gotham’s elite citizens at charity galas or other public events. 
As she grew more attuned to plant life, and could ‘hear’ the 
cries of the foliage all around her, she became increasingly 
hostile to mankind. Like a pawn promoting to a noble piece, 
Poison Ivy refashioned herself as an eco-terrorist – targeting 
individuals or companies who put monetary gain ahead of 
protecting the planet. On one memorable occasion, she took 
control of Gotham’s imposing 
Vanguard Building, threatening 
to poison the world’s most 
powerful industrialists, who 
had gathered inside for a 
business conference.

Eco-warrior. Ivy will even kidnap wealthy industrialists to further her cause.

Creeping terror. 
The capture of the 
Vanguard Building.

Girl power. 
Ivy with 
Superman.
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IN TANDEM
A single pawn is very 
immobile, but a group of 
them used together creates 
a pawn structure on the 
chessboard – opening up 
diagonals in the game so that 
more powerful pieces can be 
effectively developed. In this 
way, pawns help lay out the 
terrain of the coming battle. 
Poison Ivy, too, often works 
with others in order to reach 
a goal that she would not 
be able to achieve on her 
own. For a time she operated 
alongside Catwoman and 
Harley Quinn in a group that 
was dubbed the Gotham City 
Sirens, and more recently she 
joined Black Canary’s new 
Birds of Prey team. Poison 
Ivy has proven a valuable 
member of the Birds of Prey 
– willingly taking orders and 
seemingly acting for the 
good of the team – but it 
seems inevitable that one day 
she will use the group for her 
own nefarious ends. 

Bad girls. 
The Gotham 
City Sirens.
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RULES & MOVES

PAWN STRATEGIESPAWN STRATEGIES
Despite their lowly status on the 
board, the greater numbers of pawns 
make them the source of the majority 
of attacking strategies. Unlike other 

pieces the pawn cannot retreat, 
and so must always advance, 
regardless of the danger.

PAWN CHAINS
A pawn chain occurs when two or more of a player’s pawns are 
lined up diagonally on the board, where a rear pawn is protecting a 
vertically forward pawn one rank forward and in the file to the left 
or right of the rear pawn.

THE WEAKEST LINK
The simplest pawn chain contains only two pawns, as in this 
example, though three, four or even five pawn chains are not 
unheard of. The weakest link in a pawn chain is the first, since this is 
the ‘base’ of the chain.  

DOUBLED PAWNS
A player may occasionally end up with two pawns on the same 
rank of the chessboard, as in this example. These are known as 
doubled pawns. Doubled pawns are seen as weak, since the front 
pawn blocks the advance of the one behind, and they cannot 
defend each other. Even weaker are pawns which are doubled 
and isolated. A single piece or pawn in front of doubled isolated 
pawns blocks both, and is not easily dislodged.

TRIVIA
The enduring popularity of chess over the centuries has resulted in 
new uses for the names of some pieces. As the smallest and least 
powerful chess piece, the word ‘pawn’ is often used negatively, 
referring to someone who is used by others for their own purposes. 

the BLACK PAWN
In chess, the pawn represents the rank-and-file soldiery on the 
battlefield. The eight pawns allocated to each player are sometimes 
differentiated from each other by their position on the board; for 
example a ‘rook pawn’ refers to any pawn which stands on the outer 
files of the chessboard, in line with the rooks.
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James Gordon 
is Batman’s 
closest ally 
in Gotham 

City’s police 
department.
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