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tHe JeeP® stoRY tecHnIcAL DetAILs

t
he Jeep® MB, like the overwhelming 
majority of vehicles issued to the 
various armies, was developed with no 

pretensions for meeting any elegance or style 
requirements. Each Jeep® vehicle built during 
World War II left the assembly line painted 
entirely in matte olive green, specifically 
the Lusterless Olive Drab, Federal Standard 
33070, QM color No. 22, Corps of Engineers 
color No. 9. The hue was specified in the 
documents attached to the Quartermaster 
Specification ES-474 (or ES-474-B) painting 

standards; it was precisely identified in the 
first contract with Pittsburgh Plate Glass  
(PPG) in 1940. 

The color was used alongside the glossy 
olive green enamel previously used under the 
nickname of “long oil”, which continued to 
be used by the Army on vehicles intended for 
civilian use, on official and ceremonial vehicles, 
and, to a certain extent, on ambulances. The 
Lusterless Olive Drab was used on all military 
vehicles made for the United States Army that 
were intended for overseas service and for 

tecHnIcAL DetAILs
each detail of the Willys MB was designed  
to meet exacting standards.

▲ Each Jeep® MB was  
delivered with a rich set  
of tools for maintenance  
in the field.
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tHe JeeP® stoRY tecHnIcAL DetAILs

combat units. There are no doubts (at least at 
the formal level) as to the name and the exact 
official hue of the color. However, right from 
the outset, there were broad differences in the 
shades of color utilized. 

This happened 
despite the exacting 
standards imposed 
by the military and 
the rigorous checks 
implemented for the 
acceptance of service 
vehicles for the entire duration of the war. 
The technical specifications were uniform, 
but the use of chemical products selected 
by the various manufacturers led to slightly 
different shades in the various areas of the 
United States. Moreover, local climate and 

humidity conditions – as well as differing 
industrial machinery and processes – gave rise 
to slight differences in hue. Within just a few 
months of service, time, use, and exposure 
to the sun sometimes transformed these 

slight differences in 
hue into marked color 
differences in otherwise 
identical vehicles. It’s 
easy to imagine how the 
camouflaging needs in 
the various theaters of 

operation, the specific requirements of various 
units, and the sometimes erratic availability 
of standard paints in the warehouses of the 
maintenance units could lead to fundamental 
color differences between Jeep® vehicles 
within the United States armed forces. This 

Right from the outset, there 
were broad differences in the 

shades of color utilized.

All alternative finishes 
of the Jeep® were left 
to the discretion of the 
individual units.
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was in addition to the vehicles that were 
transferred to allied nations during the  
course of the war. 

In any case, it is undeniable that the 
original color was, by and large, uniform, 
setting aside the variability due to the specific 
conditions listed above. The same uniformity 
can be found in the so-called “hood-number” 
– the registration number 
assigned to each Jeep® 
by the US Army at the 
time the contract was 
awarded. The number 
was marked on both 
sides of the hood and, 
for the vehicles of the initial production 
runs, also on the rear panel of the body. The 
identification numbers on the Jeep® vehicles 
all started with the number “20”. This prefix 
indicated the vehicle’s class, so a ¼-ton truck 
(the identification numbers on the Ford GPA 
amphibian Jeep® vehicles started with the 

prefix “70”); in the case of the MB and GPW, 
it was followed by a five-digit number for the 
first 99,999 vehicles and by a six-digit number 
for the later vehicles. In essence, this number 
was the military equivalent of the civilian 
license plate number. 

The hood-number was painted on by 
the manufacturer when the vehicle left the 

assembly line and it 
identified the Jeep® for 
its entire military service. 
Naturally, there were 
exceptions to the rule, 
as in the case of the 
Jeep® vehicles assigned 

to the US Navy (and those procured by the 
Navy for the Marines), which did not follow 
these procedures. The British, Canadian, and 
Australian armies followed procedures similar 
to those of the US Army. The correspondence 
between military identification number and 
chassis number was crude, but it was applied 

within well-
defined numerical 
limits. Until the 
first half of 1943, 
the color of the 
hood-number for 
the US Army was 
usually Blue Drab. 
White was used 
thereafter. On 
the other hand, 
the identification 
numbers for the 
US Marine Corps 
were painted in 
yellow and the 
US Navy, whose 
Jeep® vehicles 
were re-painted 
gray, used matte 
black. Sometimes, 
especially during  

The vehicles intended for landing 
operations and air transport had 
their dimension and weight data 
painted on the side.

In essence, this number was 
the military equivalent of the 
civilian license plate number.
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◀ The letter “S” after 
the hood-number 
specified that the 
electrical system  
was suppressed.

the initial phases of the war, the number 
painted on the hood of the Jeep® was 
preceded by the letter W (for “War 
Department”), later replaced by the  
wording “U.S.A.” The Jeep® vehicles with  
a “suppressed” electrical system had the 
letter S painted in the same three-inch 
characters besides the identification number. 

Obviously, this applied to brand-new 
vehicles. If the Jeep® 
vehicles were repaired 
and/or repainted, the 
color, size, and font of 
the numbers and letters 
were far from uniform. 
The same applied to 
the nationality insignia and to the tactical 
markings painted at the unit level. Here the 
differences were significant and evident, 
despite the fact that there were well-defined 
directives and publications (AR 850-5 and AR 
850-10) that detailed how the identification 
numbers, unit identification elements, and 
nationality insignia were to be painted. 
Although, in principle, not much room for 
interpretation was left to the commissioned 

and non-
commissioned 
officers 
responsible 
for managing 
the vehicles or 
to the artistic 
inclination of the 
GIs mandated 
with the painting, 
in practice the 
results were  
rather chaotic. 

The United States military regulation 850-
5, issued in 1936, required that each vehicle 
had to bear the national emblem – consisting 
of a star – on the hood and on each of the 
two rear fenders. The dimensions had to be 
as large as possible, whilst remaining suitable 
for the available space. Starting in 1940, this 
star was white and could be enclosed within 
a circle, which was also white. The color white 

was also used for the 
writing specifying the 
weight and dimensions, 
information that was 
required for when the 
Jeep® vehicles were 
transported by sea, 

rail, or air. The “bumper markings” – the unit 
identification codes usually painted on the 
front and rear bumpers – were also white. 
These markings ran from left to right and 
indicated the corps, unit, and company to 
which the vehicle belonged, as well as its 
position within the company. For example, the 
Jeep® whose front bumper bore the writing 
4-4E HQ-3 belonged to the 4th Army Corps 
(4), 4th Engineers battalion (4E, Engineer), 

each vehicle had to bear  
the national emblem,  
consisting of a star.
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and HQ-3 identified vehicle 
number 3 of the battalion’s 
headquarters company (HQ, 
Headquarters). 

The Jeep® , a light truck 
intended for reconnaissance 
and liaison, had to guarantee 
service even under the most 
demanding conditions. For 
this reason, each vehicle was 
equipped as standard with 
a first-class set of tools and 
accessories. The purpose 
was to enable the crew to 
perform light maintenance 
in the field or to solve, in 
real time, all those small or 
serious problems that could 
compromise the success of 
the mission. The on-board 
equipment included a full 
set of tools, in addition to 
accessories such as a fuel  
can with pouring spout, 
a shovel, a hatchet, a fire 
extinguisher, a hand-pump 
to inflate the tires, and a jack. 
The equipment was kept in a waterproof 
canvas bag which, in theory, had to be stowed 
under the front passenger seat and which was 
called “Spare Parts Bag, Federal Stock Nbr. 
8-B-11”. The bag contained a complete set  
of open-end wrenches, an adjustable wrench, 
a pair of pliers, a 
hammer, a screwdriver, 
a spark plug socket, a 
socket to remove the 
wheels, spare light bulbs, 
a spark plug, a fan belt, 
inner-tube valves and 
caps, and a gauge for measuring tire pressure. 

Each Jeep® was also equipped with  
snow chains (two pairs that could also be 
used in the mud), the folding roof, two 

mud flaps that could be attached to snap 
buttons on the sides to limit the amount of 
mud and water splashing into the cab, the 
windshield cover, and two shades to cover 
the headlights when traveling under black-out 
conditions. The standard issue also included 

a greasing gun, an oil 
can, and a container 
with screw cap for the 
spare lubricant. It also 
included an operation 
and maintenance  
manual (Technical 

Manual 9-803) with attached lubrication 
guide, two padlocks with keys, an emergency 
start crank, a roll of insulating tape, and a 
skein of metal wire.

The rear jerrycan was not part  
of the standard equipment issued 
with the very first Jeep® vehicles.

the equipment was kept  
in a waterproof  

canvas bag.
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tHe ReneGADeTHE JEEP® BRAND

I
n the late 1960s, the market for “heavy 
duty” light 4x4 vehicles, a sector in 
which the Jeep® products were generally 

considered the benchmarks, began to show 
signs of saturation. At the same time, a 
steady and definite trend became evident: 
the expansion of the market for 4x4 vehicles 
intended for the non-commercial market, 
defined as “leisure” or “soft duty”. In the 
Jeep® corporate environment, this sector 
had been repeatedly judged as secondary, 
partly because the few specific models 
developed for this target market didn’t 

achieve the anticipated sales results. For this 
reason, the strategy chosen for countering the 
competition was very original and, in addition, 
didn’t require the level of investment needed 
to develop entirely new models. 

Given the satisfactory results obtained 
with the Tuxedo models, built since 1964 as 
a derivative of the Jeep® CJs and equipped 
with an especially broad collection of 
accessories, it was decided to follow the 
same approach. This meant targeting the 
type of customers that sought in the Jeep® 
a set of accessories similar to those found 

tHe ReneGADe
one of the most iconic Jeep® models  
was developed for off-road use.

▲ Bright colors, special 
rims, and a broad range of 
equipment characterized 
the Jeep® Renegade.
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in passenger cars and, perhaps, also a more 
lively performance. So, in 1969, the CJ-5 
became available in the “462” configuration. 
With this model, Jeep® laid the foundations 
for what in the following years would become 
one of its most iconic 
models: the Renegade. 

In essence, the 462 
configuration consisted 
of a collection of 
accessories specifically 
intended for challenging 
off-road use. In addition to the “Dauntless” 
155 bhp V6 engine (an option that at the 
time was selected for 75% of the Jeep® 
CJ vehicles), the package included heavy-
duty chassis and suspensions, oversize tires, 

additional instrumentation, roll bar, self-
locking rear differential, lower skid plate 
to protect mechanical components, and a 
swiveling spare wheel holder. It also included 
front bucket seats with matching rear bench 

seats and padded sun 
visors and dashboard. 

In practice, it was 
a Jeep® CJ conceived 
especially for sports off-
road driving, a concept 
never seen before in a 

standard Jeep® . In this configuration, the CJ-5 
462 attracted the interest of all the enthusiasts 
of off-road driving, a motor sport which, at the 
time, was becoming increasingly popular in 
the United States. In fact, the following year,  

In 1969, the cJ-5 became 
available in the “462” 

configuration.

Over time, the Renegade 
configuration became a specific 
version and was built directly at 
the factory.
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a new version of the CJ-5, equipped with an 
appropriate set of accessories and having 
technical characteristics similar to those of the 
462, was included in the Jeep® catalogues. 
The new version was named the “Renegade”. 

The year was 1970 and the Kaiser Jeep® 
Corporation had just 
become part of the 
AMC group. At the 
time, many westerns 
celebrated the myth of 
the American frontier, 
and replacing the dull 
462 denomination with the more evocative 
“Renegade” seemed like a good idea. The 
rebel refused to be part of the herd, preferred 
to choose his own path, and made his choices 
without seeking anyone’s approval. This was 

the ideal metaphor for a sporty version of the 
Jeep® . The only differences compared to the 
462 were the 15 x 8 in steel rims with G70-15 
tires and an updated look, with black vinyl 
stickers bearing the wording “Renegade I”  
in white applied to the sides of the hood. 

The vehicle had to be 
reserved by special order 
and the equipment was 
installed directly at the 
factory. Only two colors 
were offered in the first 
year, both very flashy: 

Mint Green and Wild Plum. 
The Renegade attracted a great deal of 

interest, but not many orders were received 
during the first year: just over 250 units 
were built. In 1971, the choice of colors was 

the new version  
was named  

the “Renegade”.

Even during the AMC era, the 
Renegade version continued 
to be made available for both 
the CJ-5 and CJ-7.



9

tHe ReneGADeTHE JEEP® BRAND

JeeP® cJ-5 ReneGADe BAse KeY sPecs

BUILt:   1970–1986

MAnUFActUReRs:  American Motors Corp.

net WeIGHt:  2,665 lb (1,209 kg)

GRoss WeIGHt:  3,660 lb (1,660 kg)

DIMensIons:   138.2 in (351 cm)  
x 68.5 in (174 cm)

MAXIMUM sPeeD:  99 mph (160 km/h)  

FUeL cAPAcItY:  15.1 gal (57 l)

RAnGe:   210 miles (340 km)

enGIne:    AMC 5.0 V8 8-cylinder  
304 cu in (4.9 l)

PoWeR:   126 bhp at 3,600 rpm

toRQUe:    218 lb/ft (30.2 kgm-296 Nm)  
at 2,500 rpm

WHeeLBAse:  83.5 in (212 cm)

tRAnsMIssIon:  3-speed x 2 speed transfer

broadened to include Baja Yellow, Riverside 
Orange, and Big Bad Orange; the wheels 
were equipped with light alloy rims and a 
wide black stripe was added to the middle 
of the hood. The production of the second 
model, named “Renegade II”, reached 600 
units. They sold so quickly that, after having 
considered new types of adhesive stripes for 
the Renegade, AMC adopted only minimal 
technical changes for 1972. The model 
continued to be built to special order and, 
on the mechanical side, the Renegade was 
also offered with a 5-liter, V8 AMC engine, 
with a limited-slip Trac-Lok rear differential 
and with the skid plate extending also under 
the fuel tank. The name was supposed to 

be “Renegade III”, but it was finally decided 
to call it simply “Renegade”. This name was 
kept until 1986 and became one of the most 
enduring models in the brand’s history. 

The public greatly appreciated both 
the look and the performance of the new 
Renegade, with sales for 1972 reaching 2,500 
units. Three colors were available: Renegade 
Plum, Renegade Yellow, and Renegade 
Orange. The shape of the vinyl adhesive 
stripes was modified in 1973 in order to 
accentuate the V8 badge with the dark sticker. 
In 1974, the Renegade became a model in its 
own right and began to be built on standard 
production lines. The customers were thus 
spared the delay in delivery due to it having 

to be manufactured to 
order. Above all, in addition 
to its specific colors, the 
Renegade became available 
also with the standard colors 
of the Jeep® CJ-5, while  
the Trac-Lok differential 
became optional. A later 
change that decreased the 
Renegade’s bite somewhat 
was the consolidation of the 
model in 1976, when the 
collection of accessories 
intended to enhance the  
off-road performance 
became optional. 

The Renegade package 
was limited to the mere 
aesthetic elements and 
was available for both the 
CJ-5 and the new CJ-7. 
Each Jeep® could bear 
the Renegade badge, no 
matter which engine it was 
equipped with. The black 
stripe in the middle of the 
hood was eliminated and 
the two stripes on the sides 
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of the hood were extended down towards 
the firewall. The model could be equipped 
with features from the ordinary Jeep® product 
range, while the cloth 
interior finish was 
supplied as standard. In 
1977, the stripe changed 
shape again and took on 
colors coordinated with 
those of the body, while 
the writing on the sides 
of the hood adopted a large print format; in 
1978 the effect was emphasized by borders 
of contrasting color. In the early eighties, the 
stripes became multicolored and began to be 
accompanied by a stripe that ran along the 

door sills. This was gradually modified until 
1986, when a multicolored decoration made 
its appearance to stress the molding in the 

middle of the hood. 
It was the swansong 

for the model which, 
after the last CJ left the 
assembly line in 1986, 
was no longer offered 
for the new Jeep® YJ 
(or Wrangler) in 1987. 

However, it did reappear in the early nineties 
in an especially “daring” version and, after  
the arrival of FCA, even with a specific model  
(the Jeep® BU) built on the Small US Wide  
4x4 FCA platform. 

In addition to the Renegade, over 
the years the CJ range was to 
include other special versions such 
as the Laredo and the Golden Eagle.

the model could be  
equipped with features  

from the ordinary Jeep® 
product range.
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