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YOUR PIECE

Wind-blown and battered, but proud, strong and 
ready to combat crime, Commissioner Gordon is a 
dedicated servant and a willing pawn in the service 
of one cause – justice. 

WHITEWHITE
    PAWN    PAWN

COMMISSIONER
GORDON



has worked his way up the ranks of 
the Gotham City Police Department 
to become its greatest commissioner.

EARLY CAREER
Jim Gordon joined the G.C.P.D. after 
serving in the Special Forces. At the time, 
Gotham City was virtually run by the Mob. 

Gordon, though young and inexperienced, 
tried his best to be a good cop, to make 
a difference, but his period as a right-
minded rookie didn’t last long. While on 
patrol, Gordon came across a couple who 
were using their son as a lookout while 
they attempted to rob a warehouse. In 
the ensuing shoot-out, Gordon killed both 
of the thieves. It was a ‘clean’ shooting – 
Gordon was acting in self-defence – but 
there was a problem. One of the thieves 
had also been a desk sergeant at Gotham 

The life of a police officer is a tough 
one – especially if that officer 
serves in Gotham City, where crime 

and depravity are rife. It takes a unique 
individual to bring justice to such a place. 
A few, such as Batman, don masks and 
become vigilantes; others, such as Jim 
Gordon, use more conventional means. He 

Early patrol. Gordon defends himself against armed thieves.
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Principles and pain. Gordon faces an ethical dilemma.

THE LAW MAN
Upstanding, brave, battered by loss but never beaten; 
Commissioner Jim Gordon shows that a man of integrity 
and courage in plain clothes can fight the good fight as 
effectively as any in a costume or cape. 



South P.D. Captain Gillian B. Loeb, himself 
in the pay of the Mob, covered up the 
deaths. Loeb knew that if the truth of 
the shootings came out, the ensuing 
investigation would reveal just how far 
corruption had seeped into Gotham’s 
police department. At first Gordon refused 
to go along with the cover-up, but when 
Loeb threatened to kill the dead couple’s 
son, Gordon acquiesced – and was quickly 
transferred to Chicago. It would be well 
over a decade before he could return. 
When Gordon finally set foot in Gotham 
again, he found the city had fallen even 
further from grace.  

THE DARK KNIGHT
Loeb had done well while Gordon was 
away; his ties to organised crime had 
helped him rise to the rank of commissioner. 
At first, Loeb assumed Gordon would go 

Rescue. Gordon saves children from a schizophrenic.
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with the flow and become just another cop 
on the take. However, Gordon refused to 
take a cut or to participate in the various 
beatings his partner, Detective Flass, 
enjoyed handing out. When Gordon 
saved three children from a schizophrenic 
who had been holding them hostage, 
he became a favourite of the press and 
a hero to the people of Gotham. More 
importantly, the acclaim made it impossible 
for Loeb to get rid of him. When Batman, a 
new masked vigilante, appeared, Gordon 
initially saw him as another of Gotham’s 
problems, but he soon realised that he 
had more in common with the caped hero 
than he did with many of his fellow officers. 
Gordon’s view of Batman as a potential ally 
was confirmed when Loeb’s hired thugs 
tried to kidnap Gordon’s wife, Barbara,  
and his newly born son. Bruce Wayne 
risked everything to save Gordon’s baby. 

Saviour. Bruce Wayne rescues Gordon’s baby.

THE LAW MAN After a dramatic confrontation with the 
mobsters, Wayne dived from a bridge to 
save the child. When Gordon arrived, he 
knew he was facing Batman, but feigned 
ignorance of Wayne’s identity, claiming that 
he was almost blind without his glasses. It 
was the start of one of Gotham City’s most 
important alliances. Thanks to Batman 
and Gordon, Detective Flass was arrested. 
His testimony eventually forced Loeb to 
resign. Gordon was promoted to captain 
and started to work closely with Batman. 
After Loeb’s successor also became mired 
in criminal dealings, Gordon became 
commissioner.

ALLIES
Gordon has had a  
few close allies in 
his fight against 
crime. In his first 
year in Gotham, 
fellow detective 
Sarah Essen had 
Gordon’s back. 
The two were 
close and, despite 
Gordon’s wife being 
heavily pregnant, 
embarked on a brief 
affair. The couple had 
already agreed to end it, 
Sarah transferring to New 
York, when Loeb tried to 
blackmail Gordon, having 
gained photos of the 
relationship. It was a 
sign of Gordon’s 
commitment to 
his job that, 
despite the 
problems it 
caused in his 



marriage, he told his wife about Sarah, 
making the blackmail attempt useless. 

Harvey Bullock was another officer who 
stood by Gordon from the very start. 
Bullock had a reputation for breaking 
the rules, but was a good cop. He saved 
Gordon’s life during an early run-in with 
the Joker; Bullock and Gordon worked 
together to stop The Joker’s plans to 
blow up Gotham. Bullock, despite various 
personal problems, remains one of 
Gordon’s closest allies.

  Just after Gordon’s return to Gotham, 
he also formed a close friendship with 
Gotham’s charismatic District Attorney 
Harvey Dent. The two were working to bring 
down Carmine Falcone, who controlled 
Gotham’s crime scene when Batman first 

appeared. Dent’s life took a tragic turn 
when he was scarred by acid during the 
trial of a Mob boss. Dent’s mind snapped 
and he became Two-Face, joining the ranks 
of Gotham’s bizarre criminals. He has since 
occasionally overcome his madness to help 
Gordon, but these occasions have been rare 
and short-lived.

IN THE LINE OF FIRE
Gotham is a dangerous place to live; several 
people close to Gordon have been injured 
or killed by its criminals. Gordon’s own 
daughter, Barbara, was shot and crippled by 
The Joker in an attempt to drive her father 
insane. It’s a testament to Gordon’s strength 
of character that even that brutal act and 
the ensuing psychological and physical 
torture failed to break him. If anything, it 
made Gordon even more certain of the 
need for law. As Batman came to his aid, 
Gordon made a point of telling him to take 
The Joker down by the book. Years later, 
after Gordon and his allies had struggled 
to restore order to Gotham after an 
earthquake, The Joker struck again, killing 
Gordon’s second wife, Sarah Essen. 

Essen had returned from her self-imposed 
exile to New York and married Gordon after 
his first marriage had fallen apart. She was 
a respected officer in the Major Crimes Unit 
and had briefly become commissioner in 
her husband’s place. Her death was a loss 
to the entire city. It was also as close as 
Gordon came to ‘crossing the line’; when 
The Joker was captured, a traumatised 
Gordon nearly killed him, pulling back at the 
last instant. Gordon represents everything 
The Joker isn’t: a man who has seen the 
worst life can offer but still remains sane, still 
remains true to his beliefs. Gordon has even 
survived infection by Joker venom, Batman 
saving his life and getting his old friend to 
hospital just in time to have the venom’s 
effects neutralised.

Working for the police has gained 
Gordon countless enemies, but one of 
the deadliest attacks on his person didn’t 
come from Joker, Two-Face, or any other 
of Gotham’s costumed villains, but from 
within the G.C.P.D. itself. After celebrating 
his birthday with fellow cops at their 
favourite bar, Kelly’s Plough, Gordon was 
shot and nearly killed. The shooter was 
eventually found to be Jordan Rich, a 
Gotham cop. It transpired that Rich was 
actually a petty mobster Gordon had 
convinced to turn state’s evidence during 
his time in Chicago. Rich, whose real name 
was Jordan Reynolds, had harboured a 
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Affair. Sarah Essen and Gordon.

Tempted. Gordon breaks down after nearly 
killing the Joker following the murder of Sarah.



grudge for years and joined the Gotham 
P.D. in the chaos following the earthquake, 
waiting for the moment he could gain his 
revenge. Although the truth about Rich was 
revealed, there was not enough evidence 
to convict him. He walked – for a while. 
Rich mysteriously vanished shortly after, 
leaving only a bloodstain in his room. 
Bullock had made sure the Mob learned of 
Rich’s location, knowing they would kill the 
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informer. It was the only way Bullock could 
ensure that the man who had shot his friend 
paid for his crime. Gordon retired following 
the shooting. His successor, Commissioner 
Akins, never enjoyed a good working 
relationship with Gotham’s heroes – and at 
one point even launched a clampdown on 
them. Indeed, under his watch, corruption 
started to grow again – and Gordon was 
soon back in his old job. Since his return, 

Gordon has protected the city from Black 
Lanterns, crazed killers and metahumans, 
even defeating Mr. Freeze all by himself. 

HARD TIME
Following the changes to reality caused by 
Flashpoint, Gordon was a younger man, 
though much of his military background was 
intact. He was also now still married to wife 
Barbara and both now the biological 
parents of Barbara “Babs” Gordon, who 
was once again Batgirl. Gordon was caught 
up in a plan to bring down Batman by 
Cluemaster and Talon, one of the Court of 
Owl’s assassins, making it appear Gordon 

Retirement. Gordon introduces Akins to Batman.

Cold war. Mr. Freeze suffers at the hands of Commissioner Gordon.

Shot in the 
back. Gordon 
downed by 
Jordan Rich.
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had been the cause of a terrible 
underground train crash after he shot a 
seemingly unarmed suspect. Gordon was 
jailed and survived the violent Blackgate 
Prison by using Batman’s technique of 
instilling fear into others. While Gordon 
refused to escape, believing in the law,  
the man who had succeeded him as 
Commissioner, Jason Bard, eventually 
helped him to be freed – just in time for 
Gordon to rally the people of Gotham 
to help Batman and stop Talon’s plans to 
destroy the city.

I AM BATMAN
When the Dark Knight nearly died following 
a brutal fight with The Joker, Gordon found 
himself assuming the mantle of Batman as 
part of a GCPD initiative, encased in a 
high-tech suit of combat armour dubbed 
the Rookie. Gordon’s time as Batman only 
lasted a few months. When the mysterious 
Mister Bloom brought chaos to the city, 
Gordon was nearly killed trying to stop him. 
Fortunately for Jim, Bruce Wayne returned 
as Batman just in time to save Gordon’s life 
and help him stop Bloom from destroying 

PROFILE

Helpless. 
Gordon is 
captured by 
Mister Bloom.

Insurmountable odds. Talon’s plan to destroy Gotham is derailed by Gordon and his allies.

Power overload. Bloom is destroyed by Gordon in his Rookie armour.
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Gotham City. After recovering from his 
injuries, Gordon returned to his role as 
police commissioner.

NO LAUGHING MATTER
Gordon’s life was again endangered when 
he was caught up in the Dark Knight’s 
conflict with the Batman Who Laughs. A 
Dark Knight from another Earth where the 
Batman had become infected by The Joker 
after killing him, the Batman Who Laughs 
was an Apex Predator and one of the 
deadliest entities in existence. While 
helping Batman fight his evil counterpart, 
Gordon was infected with a toxin that 
transformed him into one of the Batman 
Who Laugh’s pawns. Gordon worked in 
secret with four other infected heroes – Blue 
Beetle, Hawkman, Donna Troy and Shazam! 
in a plan to bring the Justice League 
satellite from the Batman Who Laugh’s Dark 
Multiverse to Earth Prime. The infected 
Gordon eventually gave up any effort or 
pretence of normality and tried to kill 
Batman – donning his Rookie suit of armour 
to do so. Superman saved Batman’s life. 
Gordon was captured and taken to 
Superman’s Fortress of Solitude, where the 

Man of Steel attempted to find a cure. This 
was all part of Gordon’s plan to gain access 
to the Fortress of Solitude. Supergirl also 
became infected, becoming part of 
Gordon’s “Secret Six”.  They were defeated 
and the infected Gordon sent to Arkham. 
While he was cured and the Batman Who 
Laughs defeated, it was impossible for 
Gordon to return as Police Commissioner, 
especially after The Joker had caused the 
death of his son, James Jr.

KILL THE JOKER
Working with Oracle – and finally coming 
clean to his daughter that he had always 
known she was both Batgirl and Oracle – 
Gordon was hired to kill The Joker. He 
wasn’t the only person seeking The Joker’s 
death and soon found himself in conflict 
with Lady Bane. The Joker eventually 
captured Gordon but once again didn’t kill 
him. He wanted Gordon to live so he could 
one day break him. After The Joker 
escaped, Lady Bane told the ex-
commissioner to go home.  
   A Gotham City without a Commissioner 
Gordon is a dangerous place and it is surely 
only a matter of time before the Dark 
Knight’s old ally returns to his adopted 
home and once again assists Batman in his 
war on crime. 

Incarcerated. 
Superman and 
Batman send a still 
infected Gordon to 
Arkham.

Gun for hire.  
Haunted by his son’s 
death, Gordon agrees 
to kill the Joker.

Evil persona. Gordon is transformed by the Joker toxin.
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Jim Corrigan is shot by Crispus Allen’s son.



Gotham City Police Department has a history of corruption, but Commissioner 
Gordon has made it his task to change that. The Department is home to many 
dedicated officers determined to pursue all criminals – human and metahuman.

GOTHAM GUIDE
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transferred to Chicago. On his return, he 
teamed up with Batman and Harvey Dent to 
help clean up the system. He found allies 
within the force as well, most notably 
Detectives Sarah Essen and Harvey Bullock. 
While Gotham P.D. still has occasional 
outbreaks of backhanders or bribery, they 
are not on the scale of the pre-Gordon era.

4. DEPARTMENTS & STAFF
Gotham P.D. has several specialist divisions. 
The Homicide unit deals with murders and 
some of the less serious metahuman crime 
(Sarah Essen Gordon, the Commissioner’s 
second wife, worked for Homicide). Gotham 
P.D.’s SWAT team, known as the Quick 
Response Unit, is headed by Lieutenant 
Jerry Hennelly. Perhaps the busiest unit is 
Major Crimes, which deals with Gotham’s 
most heinous offences, especially those 
with metahuman involvement. This team 
is led by Maggie Sawyer, who worked at 
Metropolis’ Special Crimes Unit before 
transferring to Gotham City. All of these 
detectives have had to deal with villains 
such as Mr. Freeze, Two Face and the Joker.

5. RENEE MONTOYA 
Several members of Gotham P.D. have 
gained superpowers and gone on to 
become metahuman vigilantes: one of 
the most notable is Renee Montoya, who 
became the new Question after quitting the 
Major Crimes Unit, tired of the corruption 
around her. Others include Officer Crispus 
Allen, who became the latest host for the 
Spectre after being killed by fellow office  
Jim Corrigan, and Kelvin Mao, who became 
the hero known as Ballistic after his entire 
squad was wiped out by the villain Angon. 

6. HIGH RISK OCCUPATION 
The death rate for officers in Gotham City 
P.D. is well above the national average. 
As well as Crispus Allen and Sarah Essen 
Gordon, a number of officers have been 
killed in the line of duty. Charlie Fields  

1. THE BUILDING
The Police Department’s HQ is situated 
in Gotham’s Lower East Side in an area 
called Five Points. The old building was 
constructed in 1899.  

2. G.B. LOEB 
In Gordon’s early days on the force,  
the Police Department was rotten to 
the core. Many of the officers were on 
the payroll of the mob – specifically  
the Falcone crime family, who 
effectively controlled Gotham before 
Batman appeared. (At one point,  
the police were as feared as the 
criminals. The bent cops’ crimes 
ranged from minor violations through 
to murder and drug-trafficking.) 
Commissioner Gillian B. Loeb 
enjoyed close links with the head  
of the Falcone family, Carmine,  
often attending lavish parties and 
dinners with the crime boss. When 
Bruce Wayne first became Batman, 
Falcone’s influence in the Gotham 
P.D. led Loeb to make Batman 
public enemy number one. 
Gordon was put in charge of  
a task force designed to bring 
Batman to justice, but Loeb was 
eventually forced to retire when 
Gordon and Harvey Dent 
(pre-Two-Face) revealed Loeb’s 
links to organised crime.  
His successor was Jack Grogan 
– another crooked official.  
Only when Gordon became 
Commissioner did Gotham  
P.D. finally have someone 
honourable in command.

3. HARVEY BULLOCK
Detective Jim Gordon has 
first-hand knowledge of 
Gotham P.D.’s venality; early 
in his career, after he had  
shot a corrupt cop he was 

was killed by Mr. Freeze, Jim Corrigan was 
shot and killed by Crispus Allen’s son in 
revenge for his father’s death, and Ronald 
Probson was killed by the Joker. There are 
countless other fallen cops. Some, such 
as Jim Corrigan and Timothy Munroe 
were killed as a result of their own double-
dealings – Munroe making the fatal mistake 
of crossing Poison Ivy.

7. THE BAT-SIGNAL 
The Department’s relationship with Batman 
has varied greatly over the years. At first, 
Gordon was suspicious of the Dark Knight, 
but he soon came to regard him as an 
essential ally in the fight against crime, and 
so constructed the Bat-Signal on the roof of 
the Department’s HQ; now the Dark Knight 
could be called upon when needed. 

When Batman was involved in a gang war, 
Gordon’s successor, Commissioner Atkins, 
outlawed all masked vigilantes and made the 
capture of Batman a priority. The policy was 
eventually reversed, and by 
the time Gordon returned 
as Commissioner, the Bat-
Signal had been reinstated. 
While corrupt cops are 
obviously scared of 
Batman, some 
law-abiding 
officers 
view him with 
suspicion, too, but 
they regard him as a 
necessary evil. 

GOTHAM CITY P.D.

77



FOOTSOLDIER 
At first it seems strange to think of Jim Gordon 
as a pawn. After all, he’s the Gotham City Police 
Commissioner, and as such is a king of sorts, 
watching over his officers. The word pawn, 
though, comes from Anglo-Norman word 
‘poun’, meaning infantryman, while poun in 
itself comes from the medieval latin 
word ‘pedonem’, or foot 
soldier. In the chaotic 
world of Gotham 
City, with masked 
crazies running 
amok – often 
with special 
metahuman 
powers – there 
can be little 
doubt that 
Gordon is both 
of these. A 
pawn is usually 
the first piece 
moved, the first 
sent into battle; 
Jim Gordon is 
always at the 
frontline in the 
police 
department’s  
constant fight 
against Gotham’s 
criminal class.

RANK & FILE
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the FRONT LINE
A public servant prepared to put himself in the line of fire, a police 
officer engaged in an unending battle; Commissioner Gordon is a 
pawn with added firepower. 



RANK & FILE
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 EMPOWERED
The pawn is the weakest piece on the board. Despite his 
immense ability as a detective, Gordon often finds himself 
outmatched when confronted by villains such as the Joker, 
Killer Croc or Bane. It’s a testament to his courage and 
determination that he continues to remain true to his oath 
as a police officer to protect and serve, no matter how 
deadly the enemy. It’s a calling he takes seriously, as 
proved when Gotham became a veritable no man’s land 
following an earthquake. The government cut the city off 
from the rest of the United States, leaving little more than 
rubble and violent gangs. Gordon stayed – along with 
Batman and a handful of heroes – to protect the 
defenceless. Gordon helped to reclaim the city block by 
block, square by square from the villains who had divided 
it into their own personal fiefdoms.



RANK & FILE
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 ATTACK
    A pawn can take pieces of far higher value. 

Despite only being human, with no super-
strength or metahuman powers, Gordon has 
enjoyed some success against Gotham’s 

colourful villains – often without the help of 
Batman. When Batman was believed to 
be dead and the Black Mask had released 

many of Arkham Asylum’s patients on an 
unsuspecting Gotham, Gordon found 
himself kidnapped by Mr. Freeze. However 

Mr. Freeze didn’t count on Gordon’s quick 
thinking, and the Commissioner not only 
escaped but managed to defeat the villain in 
the process. It’s not the first time Gordon has 
defeated a superpowered foe and it won’t be 
the last. When it comes to the war on crime, 
Gordon might be a simple footsoldier 
compared to his more empowered allies, but 
like them, he won’t go down without a fight. 

TAKEN 
Gordon’s role as police 
commissioner has often made 
him a target. The Joker 
especially has made him suffer, 
killing and harming many of 
those close to him. Gordon’s role 
also means he often has to go 
on the attack – often into 
confrontations where he knows 
he is going to be hopelessly 
outmatched. Sometimes he has 
been captured – and on those 
rare occasions he really has 
become a pawn in the hands of 
Batman’s enemies, used to lure 
the Dark Knight out into the 
open. Although he has a direct 
line of contact to Batman, there 
are times when Gordon must 
fight alone, isolated, and facing 
overwhelming odds. One such 
instance occurred during the 
Blackest Night event, when 
Gordon was forced to fight 
zombie-like Black Lantern 
versions of the Graysons and 
Drakes as well as the serial killer 
Abattoir. 

Cold shoulder. Gordon vs. Mr. Freeze.



the WHITE PAWN
Commissioner Gordon is a pawn, the lowliest piece on the board, with minimal  

mobility, but when seen as part of a larger force – in Gordon’s case, a police force –    
it is an essential element of any chess strategy. Every pawn counts.
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THE PAWN SKELETONTHE PAWN SKELETON
It helps to consider pawns as a unit. The 
restricted mobility of each pawn is a kind of 
strength; the pawns form a structure, often 
called a ‘pawn skeleton’, on the board, which 
establishes territorial lines in the coming battle.

THE ISOLATED PAWN
An isolated pawn is a one without another same-coloured 
pawn on an adjacent rank. Isolated pawns are seen as weak, 
since they must be protected by more powerful pieces that 
might be better deployed elsewhere. In this example, the 
black pawn is isolated. However, because pawns move 
diagonally to capture enemy pieces, it is possible for an 
isolated pawn to become non-isolated through a capture.

HEIGHT  
The height of a chess 
piece is usually in direct 
proportion to its power 
and importance. The 
tallest piece is the king, 
and the smallest is 
always the pawn. 

CAPTURING
Though other pieces on the chessboard capture in the 
same way as they move, this is not true of the pawn. 
The pawn is usually restricted to forward movement; 
however, it moves diagonally, left or right, to capture 
another piece. 
In this 
example the 
white pawn 
may, of 
course, move 
forward; 
however, it 
may also 
capture 
either the 
black rook 
or the black 
knight. 
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The Demon’s 
Head, Batman’s 

immortal enemy –
Ra’s al Ghul.  

BLACKBLACK
BISHOPBISHOP
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