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BLACKBLACK
  BISHOP  BISHOP

Ra’s al Ghul is one of the collection’s two black bishops. 
He is the head of The Demon, a vast criminal empire.  
Ra’s is also a master manipulator and one of the Dark 
Knight’s deadliest enemies.

RA’S AL GHUL
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The man who would become Ra’s al 
Ghul was born in Arabia over six 
hundred years ago to a tribe of 

nomads. His original name is unknown. He 
had a keen interest in science from an early 

age and left his tribe to 
seek greater knowledge 
in an ancient city. Ra’s al 
Ghul’s scientific 

curiosity led him to 

work for the city’s leading physician. Ra’s 
married the physician’s daughter, Sora, and 
took over her father’s business when he 
died. The physician had left notes about 
mysterious pits that he believed had 
incredible restorative properties. He 
had named them Lazarus Pits and 
left coded maps indicating 

where one 
could be 
found. Sora 
helped Ra’s 
decode her 

father’s writing 
and locate the pit. 

INTO THE PIT
The young Ra’s al Ghul’s 

reputation as a physician grew. 

Ra’s al Ghul is one of the most dangerous foes Batman has ever 
faced. He has lived for hundreds of years and leads the Demon, 
a vast criminal organisation that stretches across the whole world. 
His origins go back to ancient Arabia...

THE DEMON’S HEAD
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Reanimated. The Prince is brought back to life by the power of the Lazarus Pit.

Destiny. Ra’s al Ghul 
discovers the location 
of the first Lazarus Pit. 

Punishment. Ra’s is buried in a cage with the body of Sora. 



used his knowledge of disease to infect the 
prince using tainted clothing. Once again 
the Sultan called on Ra’s for help – the 
prince was placed in a pit again but this 
time died an agonising death (the same 
person can only be restored once by most 
pits). After killing the Sultan too, Ra’s led 

THE DEMON’S HEAD
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his tribe into the city and massacred all 
the inhabitants. He declared that Fate had 
unleashed a demon on the world. He took 
the name Ra’s al Ghul, which literally meant 
‘head of the demon’.

RISE OF THE DEMON
Ra’s spent the next few centuries travelling 
the world, laying the foundations of his 
criminal empire. The organisation had 
several distinct sects, including the deadly 
League of Assassins. He spent time 
travelling with his uncle and Huwe, and the 
three used Lazarus Pits to prolong their 
lives. When Ra’s caught Huwe writing his 
memoirs in his own, long-forgotten 
language, Ra’s attacked and killed him. 
During their fight, his uncle fled with 
the records. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE DEMON
While travelling up the Volga River to the 
court of Catherine the Great in 1773, Ra’s 
met a Russian woman, who later gave birth 

He soon found favour with the Sultan. Both 
Ra’s and Sora disliked the Sultan’s son, who 
often made advances towards Sora. The 
Sultan put his son’s behaviour down to 
youthful impetuousness. While Ra’s was 
horse racing with the prince, an old blind 
woman was injured. Ra’s tracked the 
woman down and, while he couldn’t heal 

her wounds, he was able to 
ease her final hours. When the 
prince then fell ill, Ra’s was 
called to save him. Ra’s realised 
his normal medicines wouldn’t 
help the prince, and placed 
him in the newly discovered 
pit. The prince crawled out 
healthy but insane  – a side 
effect of rebirth in a pit. His 
lust for Sora was greater than 
ever and, driven crazy by the 
pit, he attacked and 
strangled Sora. The Sultan 
was unable to blame his son 
for the death and declared 
Ra’s responsible. 
 Ra’s was caged with his 
wife’s corpse and buried 
alive, but was rescued by 
Huwe, the son of the 
blind woman Ra’s had 
helped. The two 
returned to Ra’s al 
Ghul’s tribe and, 
together with his 
uncle (the tribal 
leader), they planned 
their revenge. Ra’s 

Retribution. The prince undergoes a fatal second visit to the Lazarus Pit.

Secrecy maintained. Ra’s kills Huwe over the writing of his memoirs.
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THE DARK KNIGHT
Ra’s preferred to work in the background, 
manipulating world events from the 
shadows. When his chosen leader of the 
League of Assassins, Dr. Ebeneezer Darrk, 
made a series of tactical errors, the 
organisation became known to Batman. 
Going on the run from Ra’s al Ghul, Darrk 
kidnapped Talia, but Batman came to her 
rescue. There was instant attraction 
between Talia and Batman and the meeting 
brought Batman to Ra’s al Ghul’s attention. 
Ra’s soon learned the hero’s true identity 
and devised a test to see if the Dark Knight 
was worthy of his daughter. He arranged for 
Robin to be kidnapped and met Batman 
face to face for the first time. He pretended 
that the kidnappers had also taken Talia, 
providing Ra’s with the opportunity to watch 
Batman operate. The Dark Knight tracked 
Robin back to the Demon’s Himalayan 
headquarters, where Batman revealed he 
was aware of Ra’s al Ghul’s ruse. Ra’s was 
impressed and offered to name Batman as 
his successor, but the Caped Crusader 
refused. This was the beginning of a 

training her in martial arts, languages and 
other skills that would prove essential if she 
was to succeed him.

to his daughter, Nyssa Raatko. Ra’s left 
before the child’s birth, and Nyssa grew up 
with tales of the mysterious adventurer her 
mother had known. Nyssa tracked 
Ra’s down after her mother’s death 
and became his protégée. The two 
travelled the world together, and 
Nyssa worked closely with her father 
until she grew disenchanted with his 
goals and left to make her own way.

Ra’s continued to expand his 
empire and used his influence to 
stop anyone who could endanger his 
plans. When it seemed Napoleon’s 
empire could rival his own, Ra’s 
helped Wellington defeat him  
at Waterloo. 

Ra’s al Ghul’s second daughter, 
Talia, was born in the 20th century. 
Ra’s met her mother, Melisande, at 
the Woodstock festival. Melisande 
died shortly after Talia’s birth, but 
Ra’s made sure she wanted for 
nothing during her childhood, 
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Test of worthiness. Robin is kidnapped by Ra’s al Ghul.

Ebola virus. Ra’s al Ghul plans to infect the world.

Detective. Batman easily solves the kidnap plan.

Fixing the odds. The Duke of Wellington gets a helping hand from Ra’s against Napoleon.
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Ebola virus. Ra’s al Ghul plans to infect the world.

complex relationship between the two men. 
Over the next few years Batman foiled many 
of Ra’s al Ghul’s plans. Ra’s developed a 
grudging respect for the Dark Knight, who 
he often referred to as ‘the detective’. 

Ra’s and Batman clashed many times. 
One of Ra’s al Ghul’s deadliest acts was to 
unleash a variant of the Ebola virus on 
Gotham City. The virus, called the Clench, 
killed thousands, and Batman pursued Ra’s 
across the world in an attempt to stop him 
from using it again. Batman eventually 
found a way to destroy the virus after 
locating the Wheel of Plagues, an ancient 
artefact that had been used to create the 
virus but also provided a cure.

RESURRECTIONS
Nyssa had come to hate her father 
after Ra’s had abandoned her in a 
concentration camp during World 
War II. Nyssa controlled one of 
the few remaining Lazarus Pits 
and had worked out a way to 
let someone use it more than 
once. She used the pit to 
repeatedly kill and then resurrect 
Talia. The trauma of the experience 
shattered her sister’s mind, leaving Talia 
willing to do anything for Nyssa. The sisters 
finally confronted Ra’s, who allowed Nyssa 
to kill him. As Ra’s died, he revealed that he 
had hoped Nyssa would be brutal enough 
to succeed him.

It seemed the Demon’s tale was at an 
end, but the White Ghost (who was actually 
Ra’s al Ghul’s son, Dusan) managed to 
resurrect him using ancient alchemy. The 
White Ghost had planned to place Ra’s al 
Ghul’s soul into Damian’s body. Damian had 
been raised in secret by Talia and was 
Batman’s son and the new Robin. Talia, 
Batman and his allies managed to save 
Damian, leaving Ra’s trapped in the form of 
a rotting corpse. Batman tracked Ra’s to 
Tibet and the Fountain of Essence (which 
had similar properties to a Lazarus Pit). 
Sensei,  the alleged father of Ra’s, also 
followed them to Tibet. Sensei was killed 
after falling into the mystical fountain while 
fighting a wounded Batman. Although 
Batman prevented Ra’s from using Damian 
has a vessel for his body, his enemy was still 
reborn. The White Ghost used his own body 
to house Ra’s al Ghul’s spirit, even though it 
meant the destruction of his soul. Ra’s 
moved his base of operations to Gotham 
City, where he was again defeated by 
Batman and incarcerated in Arkham under a 

Shift in power. 
Nyssa kills Ra’s. 

Back from the dead. Ra’s as a rotting corpse.
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fake name, Terry Gene Kase. Arkham could 
not hold Ra’s for long, however, and he 
soon escaped.

TESTING TIMES
Following the apparent death of Batman 
while fighting Darkseid, Ra’s al Ghul came 
into conflict with both Dick Grayson and Tim 
Drake. The latter was one of the few allies of 
Batman who refused to acknowledge the 
death of his mentor and travelled the world 
looking for clues to Batman’s survival. This 
brought him to Ra’s al Ghul’s attention. 
Drake – then calling himself Red Robin – 

impressed Batman’s old enemy by 
preventing his plan to take over Wayne’s 
business empire. When Ra’s al Ghul 
threatened those close to Drake, the hero 
was prepared, having already asked his 
allies to protect those close to him. Ra’s al 
Ghul referred to him as “the detective”–  
a name he usually only used for Batman – 
before kicking him out of a window. The 
whole event had been Ra’s al Ghul testing 
Drake to see if he would be a suitable 
replacement for Batman in the Demon’s 
long-term plans.

LIFE AND DEATH
Shortly after Bruce Wayne returned, his son 
Damian was killed by a failed clone called 

Feeling the pane. Ra’s kicks Red Robin through a window.

Fatherly protection
Batman gives Ra’s a 
stern warning.

Brutal. Batman and Ra’s battle it out over Damian’s body.
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the Heretic created by Talia. When Ra’s 
learned of the death – and that of Talia 
shortly after – he stole their bodies and 
made several failed attempts to resurrect 
them. Batman tracked him down, the two 
having one of their most brutal fights until 
they were forced to join forces to stop 
Darkseid’s follower Glorious Godfrey, who 
had come to Earth seeking a Chaos Shard 
embedded in Damian’s sarcophagus. 
During the battle, Ra’s al Ghul fell down a 
ravine but survived, while Batman eventually 
succeeded in bring his son back to life.

When Ra’s al Ghul lost control of the 
League of Assassins to Lady Shiva, he 
travelled to Gotham City in an attempt to 
kill her. Captured by Batman, he revealed 
the two had had several meetings the Dark 
Knight did not remember due to Ra’s wiping 
them from Batman’s mind. Lady Shiva 
wanted to burn Gotham City to the ground 
but was eventually shot and killed by Ra’s al 
Ghul, the villain taking her corpse away. Ra’s 
al Ghul resurrected Lady Shiva and hoped 
she would fight for him. When Lady Shiva’s 
daughter, Cassandra Cain, became part of a 

Kryptonian anger. Batman saves Ra’s al Ghul’s life.

Shock and awe. Black Lightning takes down Ra’s Al Ghul.

new team of the Outsiders, Lady Shiva 
sided with them against Ra’s al Ghul. The 
Demon had gained powerful alien 
technology and 
planned to use it to 
‘cleanse’ the world. 
When Ra’s al Ghul 
tried to use the alien 
tech to destroy Tokyo, 
Black Lightning 
stopped him. For once 
his defeat at the hands of 
the powerful Black 
Lightning was not in doubt, 
though Ra’s promised he 
would make the 
hero pay for his 
actions.

Destructive.  
Ra’s with the 
alien technology.

KRYPTONIAN
Shortly after, Ra’s al Ghul turned to Batman 
and Superman for help when General Zod 
used one of Ra’s al Ghul’s Lazarus Pits to 
bring the Kryptonian inhabitants of the 
bottled city of Kandor back to life. The 
shrunken Kryptonians emerged from the Pit 
as an insane superpowered swarm. Ra’s al 
Ghul used a special flashbomb to 
temporarily create the effect of a red sun, 
effectively stripping the Kryptonians of their 
powers. While Zod got the aliens back into 
the bottled city, Ra’s al Ghul tried to destroy 
it. A furious Zod attacked the Demon, 
taking him into the sky and nearly killing 
him. It was only Batman’s pleas that saved 
Ra’s al Ghul’s life, Zod hurling the immortal 
to the ground. It was a rare occasion when a 
meeting with the Dark Knight left Ra’s al 

Ghul both defeated and 
embarrassed. Ra’s has 

been beaten before, 
however, and it is 
only a matter of 
time before he 
rises once more 
to unleash terror 

on the world. 
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Batman versus Ubu.

Ra’s al Ghul’s daughter, Talia.
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Ra’s al Ghul’s criminal network stretches across the whole world. The League 
of Assassins was covered in Issue Three of this collection but other sects and 
individuals have also been key to the Demon’s success.

THE DEMON
1. LAZARUS PITS
Ra’s al Ghul has controlled the Demon 
for over a thousand years, his long life a 
result of his discovery of the mysterious 
Lazarus Pits. The pits are found at the 
junction of certain ley lines, bubbling 
up from underneath the earth’s 
surface. The addition of deadly 
chemicals alters the pits and gives 
them the ability to rejuvenate, 
heal, or even bring back to life 
anyone placed in them. While 
the pits can heal, they also drive 
people insane for a short time 
after their use. The notable 
exception to this rule was 
Joker, who found himself 
temporarily sane after using 
one. 

2. HIDDEN BASES
Ra’s al Ghul was born to 
a tribe of nomads, and 
throughout the centuries he 
has continued his nomadic 
lifestyle. The Demon has had 
several bases over the years. 
When Ra’s first met Batman, 
the Demon’s main base 
was high in the Himalayan 
mountains. Another HQ was 
an underwater facility not far 
from Gotham City. This base 
was home to many of Ra’s al 
Ghul’s experiments – including 
the living brain of Mason 
Sterling, head of the Research 
Institute. A base in the Swiss 
Alps housed a Lazarus Pit, 
and following Ra’s al Ghul’s 
rebirth in the body of the 
White Ghost, he operated 
from underneath Gotham 
City.

3. FOLLOWERS
Ra’s al Ghul’s bodyguards 

are selected from the deadliest and 
most menacing of his followers. While 
Batman originally thought Ubu was the 
name of one person, he later learned 
it was the name often given to Ra’s al 

Ghul’s personal bodyguard. The White 
Ghost was another trusted aid of 

Ra’s. The first White Ghost was 
Ra’s’ son, Dusan al Ghul. Dusan 

had been born an albino, and 
Ra’s never treated him like a 
son. This didn’t stop Dusan 
becoming one of Ra’s al Ghul’s 
most loyal aides. He fought 
alongside Ra’s during the 
Napoleonic Wars, bringing 

news that reinforcements 
were going to arrive to help the 

British (courtesy of Ra’s al Ghul’s 
influence). He also tracked down a 
history of Ra’s written by Huwe. After 
Dusan gave up his body for his father 

to possess, a new White Ghost appeared, 
and acted as Ra’s al Ghul’s aid.

4. SUCCESSORS
Following Ra’s al Ghul’s death at the 
hands of Nyssa, his organisation was 
taken over by his two daughters. Talia 

assumed complete control following 
Nyssa’s assassination. Under her 

guidance, the Demon’s League 
of Assassins created man-bat 

hybrids to serve their cause. 
Since her father’s return, 

Talia has become leader 
of a new criminal 
organisation known as 

Leviathan, and placed a 
half-billion dollar bounty 

on her son’s head, following Damian 
siding with Batman against her. 
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ECO-TERRORIST
RANK & FILE

Ra’s al Ghul’s long existence has often seen him working in  
the background, manipulating others to further his plans.  
His Machiavellian mind makes him a deadly opponent.

12

TRUE POWER
The power of the bishop in politics and war stretches back over 
a thousand years. In medieval times the influential clerics could 
use their spiritual and temporal authority to support the crown 
– or sometimes fight against it. Indeed, during many periods of 
history bishops were often the true power in the land, working 
behind the scenes to advise the monarch on the best course of 
action to take – and thus increase the bishop’s own power and 
influence. Ra’s al Ghul has been the power behind the throne 
many times during his long life. He was close to Catherine 
the Great, and even helped Wellington to  
defeat Napoleon’s forces  
at Waterloo. 



ECO-TERRORIST
RANK & FILE

13

DEADLY ATTACKS
While the bishop might not be 
one of the most powerful pieces 
in chess, it can be deadly in 
attack. It is best employed later 
in a game, when many of the 
lesser pieces have been removed 
from play and the bishop has 
more room to strike. Often 
members of the League of 
Assassins or trusted henchmen 
like Ubu or the White Ghost have 
acted like Ra’s al Ghul’s own 
pawns, paving the way for their 
master to move in for the kill.

KILLER MOVES
Like the bishops of old, Ra’s has an 
almost religious hold over his 
criminal empire, and some of his 
followers are more than willing to 

give their lives at his command. 
His faithful Ubu bodyguards 
come from a long line of 
champions dedicated to his 
service who have lived to take 
on the role. Even his own son, 
the White Ghost, was willing  
to give up his own body as a 
vessel for Ra’s al Ghul’s soul. In 

medieval times, the clergy often 
hired mercenaries to secretly carry 

out their wishes. Ra’s has his own 
unique and deadly killers – the 

League of Assassins – to carry out 
his commands. 

Last line of defence. The latest Ubu confronts Batman to protect Ra’s.

Faithful servant. Ra’s takes control of the White Ghost’s body.



RANK & FILE
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MASTER PLANS
Ra’s al Ghul is a master planner, 
able to see several moves ahead  
of his enemies (with the notable 
exception of Batman). Ra’s 
manipulates both friends and 
enemies to place himself in the 
best possible position to further his 
plans. In chess, one of the bishop’s 
key moves is the fianchetto, where 
the piece is moved into a position 
where it can dominate the centre-
diagonal of the board. Often 
supported by pawns, the 

manoeuvre is difficult to defeat 
as the pawns provide some 
protection to the attacking 

bishop, who is then able to 
destroy anything in its path.

CHECKMATE
Chess has often been compared to war and 
Ra’s has been waging a war against mankind for 
centuries. He believes humanity is a dangerous 
blight on the planet. Ra’s is, in many ways, the 
ultimate chess player – with the whole world 

his board as he seeks to use others as his chess 
pieces, moving them into position to aid is 
ultimate goal – a culling of mankind to protect 
the planet from humanity’s destructive ways. If 
he ever achieves checkmate, humanity will face 
its darkest hour. 

Tactical decision. Nightwing has to choose between saving Robin and 
Damian from ninjas or to rescue Talia’s poisoned henchwomen.

Prime mover. Ever the control freak, Ra’s demonstrates his chess skills to Bane.



the BLACK BISHOP
This fascinating piece is seen as the third power on the board, equal in 
potential to the knight. Yet the bishop effectively grows in influence as 
the game progresses, as space opens up for it to increase range and 
impact. There are no distance restrictions on the bishop.
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RULES & MOVES

THE BISHOP IN CHESSTHE BISHOP IN CHESS
In far eastern versions of chess, the bishop 
is ‘the elephant’. In parts of Europe 
where the elephant was once unknown, 
the shape of the piece caused it to be 
re-dubbed ‘the bishop’. Even today, the 
Russian bishop is still an elephant.

MOVEMENT
The bishop can only move diagonally, and only when 
unobstructed; it cannot jump over other pieces. It is 
restricted to squares of its own colour. However, the 
bishop may move any number of squares. It captures 
an opponent by landing on an occupied square.

KNIGHT MOVES
On a near-empty board, a bishop is equally effective 
on both sides, whereas a knight must make several 
moves in order to cover the same ground.

BLOCKING THE BISHOP
Each player has 
two bishops; 
one moves 
along the white 
squares and the 
other along the 
black. However, 
the path of the 
bishop can 
sometimes be 
blocked by the 
player’s own 
pieces. In this 
example, the 
bishop now has less choice of squares 
to which it can move, as its path is blocked by 
other black pieces.

BISHOPS ON THE WING
The bishops may be named after the side, or 
‘wing’ of the board on which they begin, i.e. 
the king's bishop and queen's bishop. Because 
the bishop has access to only 32 squares of the 
board, it is a weaker piece than, say, the rook, 
to which all 64 squares are accessible. 
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This deadly 
Bird of Prey 

is armed and 
dangerous!
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