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YOUR PIECE

Tatsu Yamashiro is a deadly warrior. She has sworn to 
destroy the criminal Yakuza and, armed with her mystical 
sword, Soultaker, has cut a deadly swathe through their 
ranks. Not beaten down by her tragic origins, Katana 
fights for justice as part of the Birds of Prey.

KATANA
WHITEWHITE
    PAWN    PAWN



and kabuki theatre-style face paint hide her 
true feelings, however, and give no hint to a 
past marred by terrible personal tragedy.

FAMILY MATTERS
Tatsu’s parents encouraged her to develop 
an interest in the martial arts at an early age. 
She studied hard, learning all she could 
about her homeland’s ancient samurai 
culture and customs. By the time she was a 
young adult, Tatsu was accomplished in all 
forms of armed and unarmed combat.

Two brothers – Maseo and Takeo 
Yamashiro – professed their love for the 
effervescent Tatsu. She, though, only had 
eyes for Maseo – and the young lovers soon 
married. Upon hearing the news, Takeo flew 
into a jealous rage, denouncing his brother 
and his bride. While Maseo and Tatsu 
settled down to a start a family, Takeo 
joined the notorious Yakuza crime 
organisation – accepting a dragon tattoo  
on his chest as a mark of his allegiance.

Takeo quickly rose through the ranks of 
the Yakuza, amassing enough wealth and 
power to indulge in his passion for exotic 
weapons. From a notorious arms dealer 

Tatsu Yamashiro is the enigmatic Katana 
– a ruthless warrior in the samurai 
tradition. Born in Japan, she now fights 

evil around the globe, using a seemingly 
mystical soul-sword to strike at her enemies 
in Japan’s all-pervasive criminal syndicate 
– the hated Yakuza. She is cool, calculating 
and lethal in combat. Her icy demeanour 
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CUTTING EDGE
Katana has overcome great tragedy to fight as a hero 
alongside Batman and as part of the Birds of Prey. 
Armed with the mystical sword Soultaker, she is one  
of the Dark Knight’s deadliest allies.

Joining the Yakuza. Takeo with his pride and joy, Soultaker.Young hearts. Tatsu and Maseo marry.
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CUTTING EDGE BLOOD FEUD
Tatsu escaped from the fire, and swore 
vengeance on Takeo and the entire Yakuza 
organisation. Taking the name Katana after 
her signature weapon, she embarked on a 
campaign to disrupt the activities of the 
criminal syndicate. With her husband’s 
spirit advising her on tactics from within 
Soultaker, Katana cut a deadly swathe 
through her enemies. 

As part of her war on the Yakuza,  
Katana tracked General Karnz to the  
small European nation of Markovia. 
Coincidentally, Batman was also in the 
country – on a mission to rescue Bruce 
Wayne’s friend and business associate, 
Lucius Fox, who had become embroiled in 
a bitter civil war. After dispatching General 
Karnz, Katana joined forces with Batman 
and his superhuman associates – Black 
Lightning, Metamorpho, Halo and Geo-
Force – to help bring peace back to 
Markovia. Together they thwarted the 
revolutionary ambitions of the despotic 

Baron Bedlam, and returned rule of 
the country to Geo-Force’s brother, 
King Gregor.

AN OUTSIDER
Despite Katana’s inner turmoil caused 

by the death of her family, Batman 
recognised her potential as a valuable 

ally in his war on injustice. He suggested 
that she remain with her fellow 

heroes – all of whom were 
outcasts of one form or another. 

Katana agreed – and went on 
to thwart such menaces as 

Tempted. Takeo 
kills Maseo, 
whose soul 
ends up in the 
Soultaker sword.

Force for good. 
Katana joins Batman 
and the Outsiders.

called General Karnz, 
he procured a katana 
that had taken on a 
legendary status in the 
centuries since its 
creation. The sword 
was the mystical Soultaker, forged by the 
ancient weapons master Muramasa and 
seemingly endowed with magical 
properties. The spirits of those slain by 
Soultaker became trapped within the blade 
– and could apparently communicate with 
anyone who wielded the weapon.

TRAGEDY
Armed with Soultaker, Takeo broke into 
Maseo’s home, and callously murdered his 
brother. A distraught Tatsu witnessed her 
husband’s death – and was galvanised into 
action. She used her considerable fighting 
skills to disarm Takeo. Intent on revenge, 
she took the mystical blade for herself, but 
was beaten back by a fire that had started 
due to an overturned incense burner. 
Tatsu heard the frightened cries of her 
two children, and attempted to go to 
their aid. The flames proved too intense, 
however, as the conflagration had 
already taken hold of the entire 
building. From within Soultaker, Tatsu 
heard the whisper of her dead 
husband’s voice. Maseo told Tatsu to 
flee – to save herself – as the children 
were already lost.



Agent Orange, the 
Masters of Disaster and 
Kobra as a member of an 
informal coalition of 
operatives known as 
the Outsiders.

Katana grew particularly 
close to fellow Outsider 
Halo, becoming a 
protective mother figure to 
the mysterious teenager – 
who suffered from acute 
amnesia. Learning that 
Katana had set up home 
with Halo in Gotham City, 
Takeo travelled to America in 
order to steal back Soultaker. 
He broke into Katana’s 
apartment and made off with 
the sword – taking it back to 

Japan, where he delivered 
it into the hands of the 
Oyabun, or Godfather, of 
his Yakuza clan.

The Oyabun performed 
a magical ritual, releasing 

the shades of numerous 
ancient warriors from within 

the sword. Maseo was also 
freed – and under the Oyabun’s 

mystical thrall all the ghosts 
became instruments of assassination 

for the Yakuza.  
 Along with Batman and the 

Outsiders, Katana travelled to Japan in a bid to retrieve Soultaker. She was forced to 
fight Maseo for control of the weapon, her 
dead husband begging her to send his 
spirit back into the sword so that he would 
be free from the Oyabun’s dark power. 
When the Oyabun compelled Maseo to 
threaten Halo, Katana reluctantly used 
Soultaker to strike her husband down – 
trapping his spirit within the blade once 
again. After reclaiming all the other warrior 
spirits, Katana returned to America with her 
sword – her hatred for the Yakuza greater 
than ever before.

A TEST OF STRENGTH
Sometime later, Katana became the target 
of Lady Shiva – an assassin who was 
reputedly the most accomplished martial 
artist in the entire world. Shiva brutally 
defeated Katana in combat, claiming 
Soultaker as her prize. The encounter left 
Katana broken both physically and mentally. 
However, Katana’s fighting spirit was 
rekindled when she discovered that Lady 
Shiva was in the employ of Tadashi, a 
notoriously amoral weapons-master. In the 
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Spirit of death. 
Katana is forced to 
fight Maseo’s ghost.

Revenge. Takeo 
steals back Soultaker 
from Katana.
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wake of her husband’s murder, Katana had 
turned to Tadashi for training. He had been 
a harsh taskmaster, but had taught Katana 
much about the art of war. For his part, 
Tadashi had tutored Katana in order to learn 
all he could about her mystical sword – and 
with Lady Shiva’s aid, he had finally laid 
claim to the mystical blade. 

Katana confronted Tadashi, 
but Lady Shiva came to 
his defence. She used 
Soultaker to stab Katana 
through the abdomen 
– and the heroine found 
herself transported to the 
ghostly realm within the 
sword. There Katana was 
forced to confront many of 
the men she had slain, and 
to do battle with Tadashi’s 
spirit, which had taken on the 
form of a monstrous dragon. 
After killing the dragon, 
Katana returned – fully 
restored – to the real world.

BIRDS OF PREY
Katana travelled back to 
Japan, but she increasingly 
became the target 
of would-be Yakuza 
assassins. Heeding 
Maseo’s spiritual 
counsel, she accepted 
an invitation from 
the vigilante 
Black Canary 

to return to the United States. She joined 
the Birds of Prey – a black-ops team of 
heroines dedicated to fighting off-the-radar 
villains and terrorist organisations. With her 
new teammates – Poison Ivy, Starling and 
Batgirl – Katana initially became embroiled 
in a mission to track down the mysterious 
Choke, who was using revolutionary 
mind-control techniques to wreak havoc 
in Gotham City. Katana quickly became 
an indispensable member of the Birds of 
Prey, although her teammates repeatedly 
questioned her sanity – given that she 
often discussed group tactics with Maseo’s 
disembodied spirit.

THE BROKEN BLADE
After leaving the Birds of Prey, Katana 
was persuaded by Amanda Waller to join 
a new government-sponsored Justice 
League of America. Katana soon left to 
track down her husband’s killer. Flashpoint 
had changed reality – including some of 
Katana’s own history. In this new version of 

Teammates. Katana with 
fellow Birds of Prey Black 
Canary and Starling.

Ghostly realm. Katana fights the dragon.

Samurai battle. Lady 
Shiva confronts Katana.
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reality Katana’s husband had been 
a Yakuza gangster and his brother a 

good guy – the opposite of her original 
pre-Flashpoint life. When Killer Croc 
snapped Soultaker in two during a 
fight with Katana, it allowed the souls 

trapped inside to go free – including that 
of her husband and the Creeper. The 
latter was a new version of the one-time 
hero, his background also changed by 

Flashpoint. In the new reality, the Creeper 
was an Oni (a Japanese demon) who had 
been trapped inside Soultaker. Once freed, 
he possessed reporter Jack Ryder and 
sought to prevent Katana from fixing her 
sword, as he believed this could force him 

back into the mystical blade. Katana 
travelled to Japan to find a 

swordsmith capable of 
fixing Soultaker. When an 
assassin, Swagger, killed 
the swordsmith, Maseo’s 

spirit possessed the swordsmith’s body 
– giving her the time “alive” to repair 
Soultaker. Now armed with the blade 
once more, Katana defeated Swagger. 

Katana went on to fight the Dagger Clan 
when Mona Shard, a spirit freed from 
Soultaker, took over the group of assassins. 

REBIRTH
Another alteration in reality changed 
Katana’s background to one closer to 
the original iteration. In this restructured 
history, Maseo was a good man and 

Freed souls. Killer 
Croc breaks Soultaker.

Rearmed. Katana is united 
with Soultaker once more.

Resistance. Katana deals with Zod’s power.

Spirit swap. 
Katana’s body 
becomes 
possessed by 
Lady Eve.
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when Tatsu chose him over his brother, 
Takeo, the brother went down a dark 
path. He gained Soultaker and used it to 
become a leading member of the Yakuza. 
The blade drove him insane and he killed 
Maseo. Katana’s children also died in the 
fire Takeo had caused. When Tatsu fought 
with Takeo, Soultaker moved from his hands 
to her own – she believed it chose her – 
and she used the blade to kill Takeo. She 
joined Waller’s Suicide Squad because the 
voices in Soultaker told her she would be 
needed. Becoming second-in-command of 
the group, she soon found herself fighting 
General Zod, the evil Kryptonian, when the 
team were sent to Russia to steal alien tech 
from the Black Vault only to release Zod from 
the Phantom Zone in the process. It was 
a sign of Soultaker’s power that the blade 
not only stopped Zod’s heat-ray but even 
managed to cut the General’s skin. 

SOUL TO SOUL
The Suicide Squad came to Katana’s aid 
when she was captured by terrorist group 
Kobra during a solo mission in Markovia. 
As Katana and her allies fought to stop 
Kobra gaining control of potentially world-
destroying alien entities known as the 
Aurakles, Katana killed Lady Eve, the lover of 
King Kobra, the group’s leader. When King 
Kobra returned seeking revenge, Katana’s 
spirit was trapped in Soultaker and her own 
body taken over by Lady Eve. Maseo’s spirit 
helped his wife escape the blade. For a 
while she was forced to possess Lady Eve – 
and found herself fighting an Eve-possessed 
Katana  – before regaining her own body and 
once again defeating Kobra.

Having left the Suicide Squad, Katana 
joined a new incarnation of the Outsiders. 
She became a close confidante of Black 
Lightning, encouraging his leadership role 
and helping the team fight Ra’s al Ghul. 
Black Lightning also protected Katana’s 

Resistance. Katana deals with Zod’s power.

Inside Soultaker. Katana battles Tsutomo.

Outsiders. Katana joins the Lineup.

Sorcery. Katana’s 
blade becomes 
more powerful.

body when she ventured into Soultaker to 
protect her husband’s spirit. Katana had 
learned Maseo’s soul was being tortured 
by Tsutomo, an ancient Lord of Evil also 
trapped in the blade. While inside Soultaker, 
Katana met Miyako, an ancestor who had 
defeated Tsutomo and had been a mistress 
of the elements while alive. She advised 
Katana to accept her true powers – those 
of Miyako herself – to defeat Tsutomo. With 
elemental sorcery now added to the blade’s 
powers, Katana freed her husband from 
the demon’s control and returned to the 
real world. Following the defeat of Ra’s al 
Ghul, Katana realised she needed to come 
to terms with her new abilities and learn 
how they could best help her to continue 
her fight for justice – a 
fight often dictated  
by the souls 
trapped in her 
legendary 
blade. 
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Lady Shiva.

Huntress. Richard Dragon.

David Cain. Seen here up 
against his daughter, Batgirl.



Katana is a warrior whose skill with a samurai sword makes her a lethal opponent. 
There are others in Batman’s world who are just as deadly – masters of the martial 
arts who are all highly proficient with the instruments of war.

GOTHAM GUIDE
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who would later become Lady Shiva.  
When Sandra came looking for revenge, 
Cain offered her a deal – he would help her 
achieve her ambition to become the world’s 
greatest fighter, if she agreed to bear him a 
child. Cassandra Cain was soon delivered 
into the world, and her father set about 
moulding her into his eventual successor. 
Cain taught Cassandra the ‘language’ of 
violence, and no other – and so for most of 
her life she was unable to speak. Cassandra 
eventually escaped her father’s evil 
influence, taking up the mantle of Batgirl 
under the guidance of the Dark Knight. 

3. SLINGS AND ARROWS
Helena Bertinelli was the daughter of  
a Mafioso boss who controlled one of 
Gotham City’s notorious Five Families.  
A rival mob slaughtered her family in  
the infamous Palm Sunday Massacre,  
and Helena was forced to flee to Sicily.  
There, her cousin Salvatore taught her 
combat skills and introduced her to 
omertà – the Sicilian code of honour. 
Returning to Gotham, Helena 
donned a mask and cape to 
become the Huntress – scourge 
of the underworld. Intent upon 
the destruction of the entire Mafia, the Huntress 
was ruthlessly dedicated to her mission of 
vengeance, using a bo staff and miniature 
crossbow to disable her opponents. She 
frequently came into  
conflict with Batman over what the Dark Knight 
considered to be her excessively violent 
methodology. 

4. KUNG FU FIGHTER
Sneak thief Richard Dragon broke into a Chinese 
dojo in order to steal a priceless jade Buddha. 
Ben Turner, who defeated Dragon in combat, 
but then surprisingly offered to help train the 
wayward teenager in martial arts, prevented  
him from making off with the artefact. 
Richard Dragon soon became one of the 
world’s most accomplished kung fu 

1. DESTROYER OF WORLDS
A master assassin by the name of David 
Cain murdered Carolyn Woosan so that 
her sister, Sandra, would finally achieve 
her full potential as a martial artist. Her 
life in turmoil, and driven to despair 
over the loss of her sister, Sandra 
adopted the name Lady Shiva – after 
the Hindu god of destruction – and 
went on to become a mercenary and 
hired assassin. Lady Shiva wields all 
forms of ninja and samurai arms, but 
her own body is her most formidable 
weapon. In the martial arts 
underground, she has achieved  
the position of Paper Monkey,  
the supposed pinnacle of fighting 
perfection. Willing to work for the 
highest bidder, Lady Shiva has 
fought on both sides of the law.  
She trained Tim Drake (Robin III) in 
the use of his bo staff, and helped 
Batman regain the use of his legs 
after the monstrous Bane had 
crippled him. 

2. MASTER ASSASSIN
A member of Ra’s al Ghul’s 
fearsome League of Assassins, 
David Cain had an intuitive grasp 
of all types of weaponry, both 
ancient and modern. When 
Batman was still just Bruce 
Wayne, Cain trained the young 
man for a short period of time. 
Wayne eventually recognised 
Cain’s true nature, however,  
and the pair parted company.  
Cain believed that a child of  
his own could be forged into 
the ultimate living weapon – 
and he was finally given the 
opportunity to put his theory 
to the test. Cain murdered 
Carolyn Woosan in order to 
gain the attention of her 
sister, Sandra – the woman 

fighters – a master of all known empty hand 
fighting disciplines. He was also adept in the use 
of countless weapons, and went on to became 
weapons-master and sensei to numerous 
masked heroes, including the Question and the 
Huntress. When the original Batgirl, Barbara 
Gordon, temporarily lost the use of her legs, 
Dragon spent months tutoring her in eskrima, 
the Philippine art of stick fighting, a martial  
art that she could use despite being confined to  
a wheelchair. 

LETHAL WEAPON



RELENTLESS
Many consider pawns the weakest pieces in chess. 
Certainly, they are limited in their application – only 
able to move forward one square at a time (two 
squares on an opening move). However, pawns are 
representative of foot soldiers, and as such they 
embody the best quality of the military – the 
dogged pursuit of a single objective. Katana, who 
has forged herself into a deadly samurai warrior, is 
just as relentless. She has only one ambition – the 
total eradication of the Yakuza. She will stop at 
nothing to achieve her goal, and is willing to cut 
down each and every member of the crime 
syndicate herself. Even after being pulled into       
the ghostly realm within her blade, Katana 
tenaciously fought her way back to the real world 
– determined to resume her mission of vengeance.

RANK & FILE
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Single-minded in the pursuit of those she holds responsible for the murder 
of her family, Katana has dedicated her life to the art of combat. She is a 
deadly weapon capable of cutting down even the strongest opponent.  

SAMURAI WARRIOR

Unfaltering. Katana in the ghostly realm of the Soultaker.



RANK & FILE
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SAMURAI WARRIOR

    DEADLY ATTACK
Sound chess strategy suggests that a player only advance one or two pawns in  
the opening stage of a game – as developing too many pawns will only weaken  
his defensive posture. The advancing pawns, though, can prove deadly – disrupting 
an opponent’s front ranks and putting pressure on noble pieces. Similarly, Katana 
often leads an attack – cutting through an enemy’s front line with deceptive ease. 
Katana has also proven to be very effective as a lone assassin, often striking from  
the shadows without warning.

All for one. The Birds of Prey.

Advance. Katana takes out the opposition’s weapons.

DEFENSIVE POSTURE
A single pawn can be vulnerable to attack.  
Upon returning to her native Japan to continue 
her blood feud with the Yakuza, Katana found 
herself under assault from would-be assassins. 
After dispatching 
the gunmen, she 
heeded her  
dead husband’s 
spiritual counsel 
and travelled to 
Gotham City, 
where she joined 
Black Canary’s 
new Birds of Prey 
team. In chess, 
multiple pawns, 
working together, 
are far stronger 
than a single 
piece. So it is 
with Katana and 
her newfound 
allies. The Birds of Prey 
provide a protective shield 
for Katana, while she helps 
them achieve their 
crime-fighting aims.
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    PASSED PAWN
A pawn that cannot be blocked or captured by enemy pawns in its 
advance to the eighth rank is said to be a passed pawn. A passed pawn 
that is protected by its own pawns is called a protected passed pawn.  
A protected passed pawn is an invaluable piece – as it is almost certain 
that it will be promoted to a much more powerful piece upon reaching 
the final rank. It is just the same with Katana – who is so dedicated to 
her mission that it is almost inevitable that she will eventually bring 
about the downfall of those she holds responsible for the murder of 
her family. On that day, Katana will be promoted herself – into a 
true heroine, finally free from her burden of vengeance. 

SUDDEN STRIKE
En passant capture is an unusual chess move 
that can often take your opponent completely 
unawares. If an enemy pawn moves two 
squares, rather than one, on its first move – and 
thus avoids the possibility of capture by one of 
your own pawns – you are free to take the rival 
pawn on your next move, as though it had 
moved just one square. En passant capture  
is the chess equivalent of a surprise attack. 
When a group of terrorists known as the 
Caretakers used their high-tech body armour  
to camouflage themselves as innocent train 
passengers, they assumed they were beyond 
the reach of their foes, the Birds of Prey. 
However, the spirit of Katana’s husband  
could see through the villains’ disguise  
– and he advised his wife on where to strike. 
The Caretakers were taken utterly by surprise, 
and were forced to reveal themselves.

Ultimate mission. Katana stands resolute in her quest for justice.

Discovery. The Caretakers revealed.



the WHITE PAWN
Each player begins the game with eight pawns. A badly placed pawn 
cannot retreat to a safer position; it can only continue to advance. 
However, though it is the weakest piece on the board and subject to 
easy capture, the pawn is also the source of many attacking strategies.
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QUEENING THE PAWNQUEENING THE PAWN
A pawn which advances all the way across 
the board to the opposing first rank is 

eligible for upgrading to another piece 
of the player’s choice. This is known 
as promotion, or ‘queening’, since 
the piece chosen is usually a queen.

UNDERPROMOTION
As described above, a pawn which advances to 
the far side of the board is usually promoted to a 
queen. However, a pawn promoted to any other 
piece is said to have been ‘underpromoted’.

Underpromotion can be an 
advantage, however. In this 
example, white must 
underpromote the pawn  
to a rook in order to win.  
If the pawn is promoted to 
a queen, the game ends in 
stalemate. If promoted  
to a rook, the position  
is a win.

TRIVIA: CHESS IN WONDERLAND
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (1865) and Alice 
Through the Looking-Glass (1872) by Lewis Carroll 
(1832–1898) follow the story of Alice and her journey 
as a pawn across the chessboard to become a Queen. 
Each of the 32 chess pieces plays a part in the drama.

NOTATION
Algebraic chess notation is the most common 
method used to describe and record the 
position of each piece on the board. The most 
common form is  known as SAN, or Short 
Abbreviated Notation, so named because of the 
unique way it identifies each square of an eight- 
by-eight matrix chessboard. Each row or rank is 
labeled with a number from 1–8, and each 
column or file with a letter from a–h. In this 
example, the highlighted white pawn would be 
described by the algebraic notation ‘c2’. 

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1
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