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Dick Grayson was Batman’s first sidekick. After leaving 
Batman’s side, he became Nightwing. This connection 
lives on in the chess set, where his role as a bishop makes 
him a powerful ally of the Dark Knight.

NIGHTWING
WHITEWHITE
   BISHOP   BISHOP



Dick Grayson was Batman’s first apprentice. As Robin, the 
Boy Wonder, he was schooled in crime fighting by the 
Dark Knight until setting off to make his own way as 
the heroic Nightwing.
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FLYING SOLO

detective skills, 
and the ‘Dynamic 

Duo’ soon became the 
scourge of Gotham City’s 

underworld. Eventually, 
Batman and Robin gathered 

enough evidence to prove Tony 
Zucco’s complicity in the murder of the 

Flying Graysons, but the mobster 
apparently died of a heart attack before 

he could be arrested.

TAKING WING
In the early days, the Boy Wonder was the 
perfect companion for the grim Dark Knight 
– his youthful exuberance helping to temper 
Batman’s intense persona. Over time, 
though, the pair grew apart – Dick coming 
to believe that Batman was too 
uncompromising in his war on crime. Robin 
asserted his independence by spending 

Zucco’s hoodlums. A traumatised Dick 
was taken under the protective 
wing of Bruce Wayne – secretly 
the nocturnal Batman – who 
opened up his home and 
his heart to the young 
orphan. Dick became 
Batman’s crime-
fighting partner – 
choosing a brightly 
coloured costume 
and the name Robin, 
partly in memory of 
the nickname  
that his mother 
had given him.  
The Dark Knight 
taught Robin 
various fighting 
techniques 
and 

Dick Grayson was born to fly. His 
parents were the world-famous Flying 
Graysons – trapeze artists who 

performed amazing feats of acrobatics for 
Haly’s Circus. Dick was a natural performer 
and aerialist, and from an early age he joined 
his parents on the high wire – performing 
death-defying stunts that wowed the crowds. 
Born on the first day of spring, Dick was 
nicknamed ‘Little Robin’ by his devoted 
mother, who could not have realised just how 
prophetic her term of endearment would 
prove to be.

While the troupe was visiting Gotham City, 
young Dick overheard the notorious 
racketeer Tony ‘Boss’ Zucco demanding 
protection money from Mr Haly. The circus 
owner refused to pay, and Zucco promised 
dire consequences. The following night, Dick 
was horrified to see his parents fall to their 
deaths, their safety lines having been cut by 
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Bat lash. Dick is ousted as Robin.

Wanting to protect Dick, Batman 
had kept secret from him the 
fact that Zucco had not died 
years earlier. Rather, following his 
heart attack, Zucco had lapsed into a coma. 
After regaining consciousness, Zucco was 
deemed fit enough to spent time behind 
bars for his crimes. On learning this – and 
that Zucco was about to be paroled for good 
behaviour – Nightwing grew emotionally 
conflicted. Any chance at personal revenge, 
however, was taken from him when a rival 
gangster gunned down the recently 
freed Zucco.

BATTLE FOR BLUDHAVEN
Batman eventually realised that Nightwing 
was now his own man. Proud of his protégé’s 
growing reputation as an independent hero, 
the Dark Knight asked Nightwing to make 
the crime-ridden port city of Blüdhaven his 
home. Nightwing enthusiastically agreed – 
becoming Blüdhaven’s 
nocturnal protector 
in much the 

more time outside of 
Gotham City – working 
alongside other young 
heroes in a group 
called the Teen Titans. 
When Batman 
demanded Dick return 
to his side full-time, 
the young man 
refused. He gave up 
the role of Robin to 
embrace a new 
secret identity – 
one that was 
inspired by the 
shadow of the bat, 

yet was wholly his 
own creation… 

Nightwing.
Nightwing’s costume 

was styled after the circus 
outfits worn by the Flying 

Graysons, and it was constructed out 
of fire-resistant and bulletproof 

materials. With shatterproof 
Escrima fighting sticks as his 

weapon of choice, Nightwing 
swung out into the night. 
He soon proved that he 
was every bit as capable a 

crime fighter as his mentor. Tension between 
Batman and Nightwing only increased when 
Dick learned that Tony Zucco was still alive. Protector. Nightwing surveys his new home.

Altered image.
Nightwing is born.

..
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Pupil. Tad 
Ryerstad as 
Nite-Wing.

Manipulator. Nightwing, alias Renegade, with Ravager.

same way as Batman was Gotham City’s grim 
defender. Nightwing even joined the police 
department in his civilian guise so as to be 
better able to combat the corruption 
endemic within the city. Blüdhaven’s most 
notorious gangster was Roland Desmond, 
the enormous Blockbuster, who had gained a 
genius-level intelligence to complement his 
incredible strength due to an infernal pact 
with a demonic entity. Nightwing became a 
constant thorn in Blockbuster’s side – 
repeatedly preventing the monstrous 
mobster from gaining an even tighter grip on 
Blüdhaven’s underworld.

Nightwing’s war on crime was not without 
setbacks, however. He believed that he could 
school the impetuous Tad ‘Nite-Wing’ 
Ryerstad in the finer points of crime fighting, 
thereby creating a valuable ally. Instead, 
Ryerstad murdered F.B.I. agent Cisco Blaine, 
and Nightwing was forced to take down his 
former pupil.

DEVASTATION
After a vigilante called Tarantula killed 
Blockbuster, Blüdhaven’s mob gangs fell into 
fractious infighting. Nightwing adopted the 
persona of Renegade in order to infiltrate 
Lex Luthor’s Secret Society of Super-Villains. 
As such, he found himself aligned with his 
long-time enemy Deathstroke the Terminator, 
attempting to stop the brutal Bane from 
gaining a foothold in the city. While 
operating with Deathstroke, Nightwing 

began to train the assassin’s teenage 
daughter – subtly instilling in Ravager the 
values of true heroism, and gently guiding 
her down a different path than that followed 
by her amoral father. After Ravager split from 
her father to join the Teen Titans, 

Helpless. Nightwing witnesses the destruction of Blüdhaven.

Deathstroke vowed revenge; not just on 
Nightwing, but on the whole city of 
Blüdhaven. He arranged for the being 
Chemo to be dropped onto Blüdhaven – 
destroying much of the city, and flooding the 
surrounding area with deadly radiation.
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Keeper of the cowl. 
Dick as Batman with 
Damian as Robin.

Costume 
change. A 
new look for 
Nightwing.

INHERITING THE COWL
Nightwing was at his lowest ebb following 
the devastation of Blüdhaven. Risking 
radiation poisoning in the ruins, he did all he 
could to help the survivors. Crushed by a 
profound sense of guilt, he only found the 
strength to carry on thanks to the support of 
the Dark Knight. Batman stressed the need 
for Nightwing to move on – to rededicate 
himself to protecting the innocent and to 
punishing the guilty.

When Batman was seemingly killed, Dick 
Grayson was once again orphaned. He felt a 
great responsibility to act as an adviser to 
Batman’s former allies – such as Red Robin 
and Batgirl – and so he moved back to an 
increasingly lawless Gotham City, taking up 
his mentor’s cape and cowl. Bruce Wayne’s 
son, Damian, became Robin to Dick 
Grayson’s ‘new’ Batman. For almost a year, 
Dick helped train the often wayward 
youngster – teaching him the difference 
between right and wrong. It finally became 

apparent that Batman had not died, 
but had become lost in time 
following an encounter with the 
New God Darkseid. When the 
Dark Knight finally returned to 

the present day, Dick gave up the mantle of 
the bat to follow his own path once again.

A CIRCUS LIFE
Nightwing was drawn back to Haly’s Circus, 
where he uncovered a conspiracy that 
stretched back to the founding of Gotham 
over 150 years earlier. The mysterious Court 
of Owls – a cabal of rich and influential 
families – had secretly ruled Gotham City 
from deep within the shadows. The Court’s 
enforcers were the Talons – brainwashed 
warriors who used their deadly throwing 
knives to deal with anyone who was 
considered hostile to the Court and its 
clandestine objectives. Every generation 

brought a new Talon – and Nightwing  
was horrified to discover that the Court  
of Owls took its assassins from Haly’s  
Circus. Dick Grayson’s great-grandfather, 
William Cobb, had been 
transformed into a Talon – and Dick 

himself would have been condemned 
to follow in his ancestor’s footsteps if 
Bruce Wayne had not adopted him.

Seeking to eradicate Batman and his 
entire legacy – and to further strengthen  
its hold on Gotham City – the Court of 
Owls unleashed an army of Talons on the 
city. The assassins were to target the great 
and the good of Gotham City – to wipe  
out in a single stroke the city’s most 
influential public figures. Nightwing flew to 
the defence of Mayor Hady, determined  
to confront not only the Talons but also his 
own family history. 

Shortly after dealing with the danger 
posed by the Court of Owls, Dick found 
himself caught up in The Joker’s latest insane 
plans. The Joker killed Dick’s friend, Jimmy 

Talon attack. Nightwing comes to the aid of Mayor Hady.
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Clark, who had been a clown at Haly’s Circus. 
Dick was also forced to fight another old 
friend, Raya, when she was infected by Joker 
Venom. Raya eventually died from the toxin’s 
effects. Nightwing was caught by The Joker 
when the villain used Joker Venom on his 
friends in the circus. They attacked Dick, 
leaving him unconscious. Nightwing woke to 
find himself masked at a table in the Batcave 
with other members of the Bat-Family. 
Infected by Joker Venom, the family fought 
each other until Batman defeated The Joker.

SUDDEN DEATH
Dick returned to the fray as Nightwing, but 
when the Crime Syndicate invaded Earth 
found himself captured by the Super-Villains 
and his secret identity exposed to the world. 
Beaten by Ultraman, a captured Nightwing 
was connected to the Murder Machine – a 

bomb that was 
supposedly 

impossible to escape from. When Batman 
and Lex Luthor tried to rescue Dick, Lex 
stopped Dick’s heart, to free him from the 
machine, before restarting it. Dick survived 
the experience but the world at large 
believed him dead.

Batman asked Dick to infiltrate the spy 
organisation known as Spyral. Dick became 
Agent 37, brought into the team by Helena 
Bertinelli. Dick eventually learned that Spyral 
had been created by Nazi war criminal Dr. 
Netz, aka Doctor Dedalus. While Netz was 
dead, his consciousness lived on and tried to 
use Helena Bertinelli as a new host. Dick 
saved Helena and destroyed Netz’s surviving 
consciousness. In the process, Spyral’s 
satellites removed humanity’s knowledge of 
Dick Grayson being Nightwing from all but a 

select few of Dick’s allies.
While the changing realities had altered 

some of Nightwing’s history, when old friend 
Wally West (the original Kid Flash) returned, 
Dick started to recall his past lives and 
rejoined the Titans. He continued to juggle 
his role as a Titan and a solo hero, 
attempting to bring down the Court of Owls 
from the inside. Dick also met up with 
the Pre-Flashpoint Superman 
and learned that, before 
the changes in reality, 
Nightwing had 
been Blüdhaven’s 
greatest 

Deadly toxin. Raya attacks Nightwing.

Heart stopping. Lex Luthor rescues Dick from the Crime Syndicate.

Reunion. Nightwing and the Titans.
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protector. The knowledge made 
Nightwing return to the city, where 
he fought villains such as 
Professor Pyg, Wyrm and Raptor. 

TROUBLED TIMES 
When KGBeast shot 
Nightwing during one of the 
hero’s patrols with Batman, 
Nightwing was left with 
amnesia. Dick built a new life 

for himself in Blüdhaven, 
believing his name to be Ric. 
He took a job as a taxi driver 
and started a relationship with 
a woman called Bea. With 
Nightwing no longer 
patrolling Blüdhaven, 
Detective Alphonse 
Sapienza came across 

one of Dick’s old bases and assumed 
the mantle of Nightwing, going on to 

create a small group of Nightwing vigilantes. 
“Ric” was being manipulated by the Court 
of Owls, who still sought to make him one of 
their own. A surgeon called Dr. Haas, hired 
by Bruce Wayne to help Dick, was secretly 
working for the Court, using a mystical 
memory crystal to alter Dick’s memories in 
the hope of him becoming a Talon, with his 
great-grandfather William Cobb 
masterminding the control. Dick managed to 
break free of Haas’ control and started to 
remember elements of his past. When The 
Joker got hold of the memory crystal, he 
used it to try and make Dick believe that he 
was The Joker’s adopted son – sending him 
after Batman and his allies. Fortunately, Bea 
used the crystal to fully restore Dick’s 
memories. When The Joker was defeated, 
Dick once again took on the Nightwing 
identity and defeated KGBeast, ending his 
relationship with Bea to keep her safe. 

While Dick might have spent years 
fighting alongside Batman, he has long 
emerged from the Dark Knight’s shadow to 
be a hero in his own right. His adopted 
Bat-Family mean the world to him – as does 
his desire to be a hero and protect others. 
He is the high-flying Nightwing. 

 I Spy. Dick 
as Agent 37.

Parting shot. Nightwing is severeley wounded by KGBeast.

Vigilantes. The Nightwings take up the role of Blüdhaven’s protectors.

No laughing matter. 
Dick with Punchline  
as The Joker’s  
adopted son.
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Nightwing with Blockbuster.

Blüdhaven destroyed.

Map of Blüdhaven.



Blüdhaven’s reputation as a city mired in poverty and crime was well deserved. 
It was a place where the strong preyed upon the weak. But its downtrodden 
citizens found a true champion in the form of the acrobatic Nightwing.

GOTHAM GUIDE
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Blüdhaven’s notoriously corrupt police force. 
He straddled the legal fence – playing both 
sides against each other. He fed information 
on Blockbuster’s criminal dealings to 
Nightwing, while feathering his own nest 
as a mob lieutenant. Upon learning of the 
police officer’s treachery, Blockbuster put a 
crimp in Soames’ future plans by twisting 
his head and neck through 180 degrees. 
Amazingly, Soames survived the attack – 
and after radical surgery was able to walk 
again. His neck, however, remained twisted 
backwards. Driven insane, he morbidly 
dubbed himself Torque – and embarked on 
a bloody campaign to extract revenge from 
Blockbuster, Nightwing and anyone else who 
had ever wronged him. 

4. HOME FROM HOME
In his civilian guise of Dick Grayson, 
Nightwing made 1013 Parkthorne Avenue 
his home while in Blüdhaven. He shared 
the apartment block with a diverse group 
of individuals, including landlady Bridget 
Clancy, former Arkham Asylum inmate 
Amygdala and the elderly John Law – who 
had fought crime as a ‘mystery man’ during 
the 1940s. Bridget Clancy was immediately 
attracted to her newest tenant, but Dick was 
unable to commit to a serious relationship 
due to his role as Nightwing. Blockbuster 
eventually bombed the apartment 
complex, killing many of Dick’s friends – 
and precipitating a serious escalation in his 
conflict with Nightwing.

5. VIGILANTE JUSTICE
When FBI agent Catalina Flores returned to her 
native town of Blüdhaven, she was shocked to 
find the city that she once loved wallowing in 
corruption. She vowed to do something about it 
– and inspired by John Law’s wartime persona, 
she became a costumed vigilante called 
Tarantula. She petitioned to become 
Nightwing’s crime-fighting 
partner, but he refused her 
because of her reckless 

1. HISTORY
A former whaling town, located a 
short distance down the coast from 
Gotham City, Blüdhaven was officially 
incorporated as a “Commonwealth” 
in the year 1912. Not that anyone 
ever bothered to celebrate that date, 
as Blüdhaven very quickly became 
an urban blight on the landscape. 
Rapid industrial growth led to 
the city gaining an unwholesome 
reputation as ‘Asbestos Town, USA.’ 
When the Depression struck – and 
businesses moved out – the criminal 
syndicates moved in to further exploit 
Blüdhaven’s impoverished citizens.

2. MOB RULE
Roland Desmond fell victim to a 
debilitating malady following the 
detonation of an extraterrestrial 
gene bomb. He was subsequently 
treated with an experimental steroid 
that unexpectedly transformed 
him into a mindless, muscle-
bound behemoth that was 
dubbed Blockbuster. Later, after 
offering up his soul to a demonic 
entity, Blockbuster’s intellect was 
elevated to a level commensurate 
with his superhuman strength. He 
developed plans to take control 
of Gotham City’s underworld, 
but decided to test his strategies 
in Blüdhaven first. He slowly 
built up his clandestine empire, 
eventually wresting control of 
the city from mob boss Angel 
Marin. Blockbuster’s grip on 
Blüdhaven was weakened, 
however, following the arrival 
of Nightwing as the city’s first 
super-heroic protector. 

3. TWISTED COP
Inspector Dudley ‘Deadly’ 
Soames was the dirtiest cop in 

methods. After Tarantula killed the corrupt 
Police Chief Redhorn, Nightwing was forced to 
bring her to justice. She escaped a long prison 
sentence, though, thanks to the intervention of 
her District Attorney brother, and subsequently 
went on to shoot the monstrous Blockbuster 
dead. Nightwing looked the other way when 
Tarantula murdered the seemingly untouchable 
mobster – and he has shouldered a tremendous 
burden of guilt ever since.

6. POWER OF THE ATOM
Seeking to send a message to Nightwing and 
the entire super-hero community, the Secret 
Society of Super-Villains dropped Chemo – a 
gigantic being comprised of toxic chemicals 
– onto Blüdhaven. The subsequent explosion 
destroyed much of the city – and bathed what 
was left in chemical and radiological fallout. 
Disaster was heaped upon devastation when 
the nuclear-powered Captain Atom was later 
forced to expel much of his energy while within 
the confines of the ruined city. In the end, all that 
was left of Blüdhaven – Asbestos Town, USA – 
was a smouldering crater. 

BLUDHAVEN
..
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Nightwing’s acrobatic abilities make him a uniquely gifted 
hand-to-hand combatant. There are few restrictions on his 
movements and he strikes as if from nowhere – just like 
the bishop in chess.

MOBILITY
The bishop is one of the most mobile pieces in chess – it can range across the entire board, 
and move back and forth relatively easily so long as it is not blocked by an opponent’s 
piece. It is just the same with Nightwing – whose athletic prowess means that he can 
literally run rings around an opponent. Since emerging from Batman’s  shadow, Nightwing 
has steadily increased his area of operations. He moved to New York to work with the Teen 
Titans, and then became Blüdhaven’s nocturnal champion. Now that he has returned to 

Haly’s Circus, Nightwing can journey to any part of the country 
–  

and fight injustice wherever it may be found.
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ACROBATIC MOVES

Go faster. 
Nightwing 
on his bike.

  Crime-busting moves. Nightwing’s amazing agility.
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ACROBATIC MOVES GROWING STRENGTH
Bishops gain strength as play 
progresses towards the endgame. 
With fewer pieces on the board, 
more lines become available for 
them to exploit. Similarly, since his 
days as Robin the Boy Wonder, Dick 
Grayson’s effectiveness as a hero 
has steadily grown. He came into his 
own in spectacular fashion when he 
took on the identity of Nightwing – 
and the year Dick spent operating 
as the Dark Knight inspired the 
original Batman to create a 
global organisation of crime 
fighters with the moniker of 
Batman Incorporated.

DOMINATING THE GAME
Nightwing was a constant thorn in the side of Blockbuster – foiling the mobster’s 
criminal schemes and preventing him from gaining an even tighter grip on the morally 
bankrupt city of Blüdhaven. Although he was never able to gain enough evidence to 
put Blockbuster behind bars, Nightwing’s ongoing campaign of harassment was enough 
to unsettle the monstrous villain. Blockbuster grew increasingly careless – and his 
reckless campaign to destroy everything Nightwing loved eventually cost him his own 
life. Similarly, bishops are arguably at their most effective when skewering or pinning an 
opponent’s pieces, forcing them to move to another square or be ultimately sacrificed.

Nemesis. Nightwing proved to be Blockbuster’s downfall.
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FAR-REACHING
A bishop’s line of attack means that it can quickly break 
into an opponent’s front rank. So too with Nightwing, who 
recently infiltrated Arkham Asylum disguised as the Joker 
– metaphorically entering the lion’s den in order to gather 
intelligence on a corrupt security guard. To escape capture the 
guard caused a riot – and Nightwing, still wearing the Joker’s 
manic smile, valiantly helped Batman take out dozens of 
villains, including Two-Face, Killer Croc and Clayface. 

BETTER THAN ONE
Nightwing is his own man, with the crime-fighting skills and strength of 
character to prove it. Despite this, his time spent as Robin means that he 
appreciates the value of a true partnership. Nowhere was this more in 
evidence than when Dick Grayson agreed to train Damian Wayne as the 
new Robin – teaching the often-wayward youngster just what it meant to 
be a true hero. Nightwing also frequently fights crime alongside other 
members of the extended Batman Family, such as Batgirl or Red Robin. 
Like a bishop pair in chess, two of the Dark Knight’s operatives fighting 
alongside each other can prove unbeatable.

Training. Dick 
sometimes faced 
an uphill battle 
with Damian.

Joker face. After a successful mission, Dick dispenses with his disguise.

On patrol. Nightwing and Batgirl.



the WHITE BISHOP
A bishop on an empty chessboard attacks seven to thirteen squares, 
depending on how close it is to the centre. In this it is a slightly less 
powerful piece than, for example, the rook, which attacks fourteen 
squares and is worth approximately two pawms more than a bishop.
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RULES & MOVES

PINNING WITH PINNING WITH 
THE BISHOPTHE BISHOP
A pin is a situation in which a piece is 
forced to remain in position because 
moving it would expose a more valuable 
piece behind it to capture. Like the rook, 
the bishop may ‘pin’ other pieces. 

THE FIANCHETTOED BISHOP
A fianchetto (in Italian, ‘little flanking’) is the 
development of any bishop and three side pawns 
into a defensive arrangement that is difficult for an 
opponent to attack, but from where the bishop can 
control the centre-diagonal, such as in the kingside 
example shown here.

Centuries ago, 
it was unusual 
to develop 
bishops in this 
way, since 
moving a 
centre pawn 
would hinder 
the path of 
one or other 
bishop.

BISHOP TRIVIA: THE STAUNTON MITRE
The distinctive shape of the bishop chesspiece 
was established in 1849, and is based on the tall, 
cleft headdress worn by bishops in the 
church. Designed by the Englishman 
Nathaniel Cook and produced by the 
English team of John Jacques and 
Howard Staunton, it has since become 
the world standard.

THE BISHOP, THE ROOK 
AND THE QUEEN
The bishop may move only diagonally on the board 
(see green squares). However, these moves are 
mirrored by another piece; the queen, who 
combines the powers of the bishop and rook (see 
red squares) to move diagonally, vertically or 
horizontally, any number of unoccupied squares.
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Shiver with 
terror as 

Mr. Freeze 
is unleashed. 
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