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YOUR PIECE

The set’s latest black pawn is Mr. Freeze, Gotham City’s 
most cold-blooded killer. Mr. Freeze’s scientific genius, 
coupled with his psychotic obsession with the cold, make 
him a deadly threat for the Dark Knight.

MR. FREEZE
BLACKBLACK
    PAWN    PAWN
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me,” was how Victor later reflected on his 
childhood isolation. Things were no better 
at university, where Victor pursued a study 
of cryogenics, his obsessive nature and 
frosty personality making him an instant 
outcast. Surprisingly, Victor met the love of 
his life while at university – a beautiful 
athlete called Nora who melted the heart 
of the young scientist. The pair married – 
but a cold front soon swept in to disrupt 
their happy life together. Nora was 
diagnosed with an inoperable heart 

As a young boy, Victor Fries was always 
fascinated by the cold. There was 
nothing he loved more than playing 

outdoors on a wintry day, building snowmen 
with his mother to enter into town 
competitions. His fascination became an 
obsession, however, following the loss of his 
mother in a mysterious incident on a frozen 
lake. After this tragedy, Victor became 
emotionally distant – as if he was 
succumbing to the cold himself. He 
developed an unusual hobby – freezing 
animals. He did this not merely to observe 
the effects of the cold on living tissue, but 
to preserve the creatures so that they would 
stay safe and beautiful forever.

THE COLD SHOULDER
Victor’s father was appalled at his son’s 
behaviour, and he sent the child away to 
boarding school, where he quickly became 
a social pariah. “A lonely observer of a 
world whose warmth would never touch 

condition. With his wife facing almost 
certain death, Victor felt compelled to use 
his scientific knowledge to save her – to 
keep her safe and beautiful forever. He 
placed Nora in a cryogenics chamber, 
inducing in her a state of suspended 
animation. Although he had no way of 
awakening his sleeping beauty, 
Victor hoped medical science 
would eventually find a cure 
for Nora’s broken heart. In 
anticipation 
of that day, 
he would 
preserve her 
in ice – just 
as he had 
preserved his 
animals years 
earlier.

A HEART OF ICE 
Dr. Victor Fries could have been one of the world’s leading scientists, 
but after a fateful accident he became the villainous Mr. Freeze, a 
psychotic madman obsessed with cryogenics. He is one of Gotham 
City’s deadliest menaces.
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Icy blast. Bruce Wayne is helpless as Fries is enveloped in super-coolants.

Cold comfort. Victor Fries takes Nora to the Cryogenic Chamber.
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A HEART OF ICE 
COLD SNAP
Victor eventually went to 
work as a research 

scientist at Wayne 
Enterprises, where he 

spent his days secretly 
searching for some way to 

restore Nora. When it 
became apparent that doctors 
could now cure Nora’s heart 
condition, Victor began making 
frenzied efforts to safely thaw 
out his wife. Dismayed at Victor’s 
seemingly morbid fascination with 
cryogenic preservation, Bruce Wayne 
ordered the scientist to abandon his 
research. Victor protested, and during a 
heated argument with Wayne he became 
enraged, accidentally shattering an 
experimental Cryogenic Chamber. A 
shower of super-coolants rained down on 
Victor, altering his body chemistry. 

Like an icicle breaking under the strain of 
its own weight, Victor’s mind finally 
snapped – and following the accident he 
adopted the villainous identity of Mr. 
Freeze. Requiring the most chilling climate 
in order to survive, Freeze was forced to 
wear a suit of air-conditioned armour in 
order to maintain a suitably frigid body 
temperature. He developed a cold gun 
capable of creating elaborate ice structures 
and freezing human bodies solid by cooling 
the air molecules around them. With his 
weapon in hand, Mr. Freeze strode out onto 
the streets of Gotham City, intent on 
stealing the diamonds he needed to  
fund his research into reviving Nora  
– who remained in cold storage at  
Wayne Enterprises.

FROZEN ASSETS
Mr. Freeze clashed with Batman on many 
occasions – most often when the villain 
attempted to steal Nora’s ice chamber from 
the labs beneath Wayne Tower. Growing 
tired of being repeatedly incarcerated in 
Arkham Asylum, Freeze finally struck upon 
a scheme to procure the wealth he needed 
without drawing undue attention to himself. 
He offered his cryogenics expertise to the 
elderly and the infirm of Gotham City – 
promising to freeze them in order to 
prolong their lives beyond their allotted 
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Swindling the aged. Mr. Freeze with Ice and Cube.

   Heist. Mr. Freeze steals diamonds to fund his research. 
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In the wake of a cataclysmic earthquake, 
Gotham was declared a lawless No Man’s 
Land by the federal authorities. Mr. Freeze 
sought to use the chaos to his advantage, 
taking control of the city’s abandoned 
power station. Establishing an enormous 
ice castle behind the electrical substation,    

eventually brought low by the Dark Knight. 
Batman followed Mr. Freeze to the home  
of a would-be victim, and literally broke the 
ice by shattering the villain’s helmet. 
Exposed to room temperatures, Freeze  
was easily subdued and returned to 
Arkham Asylum.

COLD GUN FOR HIRE
Mr. Freeze rarely worked alongside 
Gotham’s other criminals, although he 
sometimes turned to the Penguin for help 
with intelligence-gathering and logistical 
support. On at least one occasion, the 
Penguin stored Mr. Freeze’s cold gun 
at his Iceberg Lounge casino – 
undoubtedly in exchange for a 
large amount of cold, hard cash.

When the murderous Black Mask 
emerged as Gotham’s undisputed 
mob boss following an explosive 
gang war, he hired Mr. 
Freeze as his enforcer. 
Although Freeze chafed 
under the mob’s authority, 
he followed Black Mask’s 
orders for a time – helping 
to smuggle a consignment 
of illicit weapons through 
the port of Gotham and 
under the noses of Batman 
and Robin.

spans. Freeze’s intentions were far from 
benevolent, however, as he planned to 
plunder his clients’ bank accounts while 
they slept. When the great and the good of 
the city all flatly refused his offer, an 
enraged Mr. Freeze decided to ice them 
anyway. With the help of two hired guns 
called Ice and Cube, Mr. Freeze brought a 
chill to Gotham’s elderly population. He 
froze many octogenarians, but was 

Exposed. Mr. Freeze, out of his element.

After the earthquake. Mr. Freeze plunders Gotham’s valuables.
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scheme and managed to put a stop to it by 
lighting a gas main and subduing the 
villain. In the process, 
Gordon realised that, 
despite the loss of 
Batman, Gotham still  
had its guardians… and 
that he was chief 
amongst them.

While attempting to 
once again procure 

Freeze acted like a feudal overlord – 
granting light and power to those 
individuals who were in his favour or who 
offered him suitable tribute. What’s more, 
he had his lackeys strip Gotham bare – 
feeding priceless antiques and great 
works of art into the power plant’s hungry 

furnace. Batman was naturally 
horrified at the pillaging of his 
beloved city. He confronted Mr. 
Freeze at the power plant, and their 
ensuing battle caused the electricity 
generators to overheat.  

A tremendous explosion destroyed Mr. 
Freeze’s ice castle – his territorial ambitions 
melting away with his base of operations.

REALITY CHECK
When Batman was believed dead at the 
hands of the god of evil called Darkseid, 
much of Gotham City grieved the passing 
of a true hero. Amongst the mourners was 
Police Commissioner James Gordon. Mr. 
Freeze, on the other hand, was gratified to 
hear of the tragedy, as he believed 
Gotham City had finally sustained a blow 
terrible enough to rival his own tragic loss 
of Nora. The citizens of Gotham were 
traumatised – but Mr. Freeze had a cure for 
their pain. He would encase everyone in 
the city in ice. Commissioner Gordon 
stumbled upon Mr. Freeze’s madcap 

Nora’s ice chamber from Wayne 
Enterprises, Mr. Freeze was forced to 
confront not only Batman, but the ghosts 
of his own tragic past. Batman refused to 
let Mr. Freeze leave Wayne Tower with 
Nora’s frozen body, revealing that the 
woman wasn’t Victor Fries’ wife at all. She 
was, in fact, Nora Fields a film star; born in 
1943 and one of the first people to ever 
undergo cryogenic suspension. Fries had 
written a doctorate about Nora years 
earlier, and had constructed an elaborate 
fantasy about her being his lost wife, all in 
an effort to come to terms with an even 
greater loss – that of his mother. Fearing 
abandonment, young Victor Fries had 
actually killed his own mother – pushing 
her into a frozen lake to preserve her for all 
time… to keep her 
safe and beautiful 
forever. 

The Court of 
Owls targeted 
Mr. Freeze when 
they attempted 
to assassinate 
Gotham City’s 
most important 
people. Red 
Hood, Starfire 

Gotham guardian. Commissioner Gordon puts Mr. Freeze’s plan on ice.

The bitter truth. Batman discovers the real story behind the frozen Nora.
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and Arsenal came to 
his rescue. It also 
transpired that the 

Court of Owls had 
started to use Mr. 

Freeze’s technology 
to revive their Talons. 
Mr. Freeze was not 

impressed by the help 
and furious that his 
science had been 
used by the Court of 
Owls. Red Hood and 
his allies eventually 
made sure Mr. Freeze 

was unconscious, handing his body to 
Batgirl for safekeeping at Arkham.

When the Crime Syndicate took over the 
world, Mr. Freeze had a minor confrontation 
with the Rogues but was more interested in 
attempting to freeze Gotham City than 
claiming any bounty on the villains. The 
encounter ended when Black Mask and his 
allies arrived to claim the bounty.

ON TRIAL
Following more reality-changing events, Mr. 
Freeze’s origin altered again. Nora was no 
longer an old film star but once again his 
wife. In this new reality, the accident that 
had turned him into Mr. Freeze had 
occurred at Wayne Industries, and Nora 
was frozen. The fight between Batman and 
Mr. Freeze continued, the villain suffering 
an especially vicious defeat as Batman was 
recovering from his breakup with 
Catwoman. Sensing he had made a 
mistake, Bruce Wayne bribed his way into 
the jury and managed to convince the rest 
of the jury that, in this case, Freeze was 
innocent. Three women had been found 
murdered but Mr. Freeze had only left his 
house arrest to confront Batman when he 
had been tipped off that the Dark Knight 
was after him.

COLD-HEARTED
Mr. Freeze continued his main obsession – 
saving his wife Nora. It seemed he had 
succeeded when Lex Luthor gave the 
scientist chemicals that could cure her. 

Bad science. Mr. Freeze vs. the Court of Owls.

Chilly reception. 
Mr. Freeze and 
the Rogues.

The accused. Bruce Wayne 
convinces the jury to acquit Fries. 
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Freeze kidnapped several women with 
similar genetic makeup to his wife but was 
then forced to try the cure on Nora. It 

worked – despite Batman’s interference 
– but there was one major 

problem. Nora had the 
same condition Freeze 

had. She was now, in 
effect, Mrs. Freeze. 
Fries constructed a 
costume for his wife 
to help her deal 
with her new status 
and she was soon 
able to remove her 

helmet when Freeze 
retrieved some of his 

work from Wayne 
Industries. Nora’s 

skin turned blue, 
but she was 

alive. 

MRS. FREEZE
The couple went on a crime spree so Freeze 
could continue his research, but his wife’s 
actions grew increasingly violent. She 
seemed to revel in her new role, and when 
Freeze suggested more research could turn 
them both into normal humans she was 
horrified. She left her husband – freezing 
him as she did so. Later, while visiting her 
parents’ graves she froze them, also 
creating an ice mausoleum for her husband. 
By then Mr. Freeze had sought for help from 
an unlikely ally – Batman. To convince the 
Dark Knight he was trying to do the right 
thing, he gave him the information Batman 
needed to save the lives of the women 
Freeze had been using as test subjects. The 
two soon tracked Nora down, and after a 
ferocious fight, Batman had nearly captured 
Nora – only for Mr. Freeze to turn on him 
and save his wife. Mr. Freeze told Nora how 
much he still loved her and how he would 
help her. She refused him, injecting him with 
a toxin that started to burn him up. Nora 
escaped as Batman saved Mr. Freeze – 
only now he was forced to be the one 
cryogenically frozen in Arkham to save his 
life, as Nora made plans to make the world 
a whole lot colder. It wasn’t the end for Mr. 
Freeze though… but with his wife proving 
ever more dangerous the real question is 
how cold-hearted Mr. Freeze will be the 
next time he strikes. 

Quest. Mr. Freeze resorts to kidnapping to further his research.

Cold love. Nora 
as Mrs. Freeze. Parting gift. Nora’s toxin heats Freeze up.
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Alfred watches 
over Robin’s 
frozen body.

Mr. Freeze and his cold tank.



Mr. Freeze has frequently used his genius for cryogenics and super-coolant 
technology to bring an icy chill to the streets of Gotham City. His scientific 
knowledge and psychotic nature make him a deadly threat.

while they were on ice. On another 
occasion he froze the Dark Knight’s young 
partner, Robin – forcing Batman into a 
race against time to find some way to 
thaw out the Boy Wonder’s icy tomb.

3. WINTER ON WHEELS
At the start of his criminal career, Mr. 
Freeze created an enormous vehicle 
strong enough to break through the walls 
of banks and other buildings. Powered 
by the same technology as his armour, 
Mr. Freeze’s ‘cold tank’ was fitted with 
cannon capable of firing concentrated 
bursts of snow and ice. The vehicle was at 
the vanguard of Mr. Freeze’s early attacks 
on Gotham – ensuring that his cold-
blooded schemes progressed with military 
ruthlessness and efficiency.

4. FROZEN KINGDOM
Mr. Freeze has frequently used his advanced 
technology to create incredibly beautiful 
– and sometimes incredibly deadly – ice 
structures. Following the earthquake 
that turned Gotham into a 
disaster zone, Mr. Freeze built 
an ice castle as an adjunct 
to the city’s only functioning 
power plant. From his 
translucent towers he looked 
down on Gotham’s displaced 
citizens, dispensing favours and 
electrical power as he saw fit. 
Sometime later, when all of 
Gotham was mourning 
the supposed death of 
Batman, Mr. Freeze 
offered to put an end 
to the suffering – by 
transforming the 
entire city into 
a huge frozen 
memorial. 
Fortunately, 
Police 
Commissioner 

1. ARMS AND ARMOUR
Mr. Freeze’s original body armour 
was composed of a pliant, thermally 
stable plastic of the scientist’s own 
design. It kept his body at a suitably 
frigid temperature and allowed him 
to operate outside of a refrigerated 
room. Liquid coolants were pumped 
throughout the armour – like blood 
flowing through arteries and veins 
– from a bulletproof tank on Mr. 
Freeze’s back. While the armour’s 
acrylic facemask was designed 
to be shatterproof, Batman has 
managed to smash it on a number 
of occasions. Scientists working for 
gang lord Black Mask eventually 
developed a lightweight version 
of the outfit for Mr. Freeze to 
wear. Mr. Freeze used super-
cooled laser matrices to create 
his cold gun – a weapon that 
allowed him to unleash frozen 
terror indiscriminately. The 
cold-hearted killer eventually 
abandoned his original, more 
cumbersome cold gun in favour 
of a pistol-like weapon.

2. CHILLED
Occasionally mistaken for 
bizarre ice sculptures, frozen 
bodies are invariably left 
behind in Mr. Freeze’s criminal 
wake. Using his cold gun, 
he will encase his intended 
victims in impenetrable ice 
chambers by flash-freezing 
the air that surrounds them. 
The frozen bodies are often 
so brittle that they shatter 
upon contact. In one 
incident, the icy villain chose 
to freeze the elderly and 
the infirm of Gotham City – 
hoping to plunder their less-
than-infirm bank accounts 

James Gordon used a leaking gas main and a 
book of matches to blow up the computers 
that Mr. Freeze needed to unleash his so-
called Ice-X Protocol on the city.

5. GAS ATTACK
Mr. Freeze’s debilitating freeze gas was borne 
on the air – and was spread more quickly 
than anything he’d ever used before. While 
the Dark Knight’s sophisticated Batsuit was 
designed to regulate external temperatures, 
even defrost ice on its surface, it proved 
useless in combating the near-invisible 
ice particles. Taken by surprise, Batman 
inhaled the deadly gas – and found his body 
freezing from the inside out. The Dark Knight 
managed to fight off the effects of the freeze 
gas – but a higher dose would have certainly 
proved fatal. 
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ICY ADVERSARY
Mr. Freeze is a cold-blooded killer intent on spreading the chill of his own 
broken heart to everyone he meets. He is single-minded in his determination 
to usher in a new ice age and to crush all of mankind in his icy grip.

Random attack. No one is safe from Mr. Freeze.

STRAIGHT SHOOTER
Pawns are the soldiers of chess. 
Despite his considerable intelligence, 
Mr. Freeze often prefers to use brawn 
instead of brains. Like the pawn he 
represents in your chess set, he takes 
the direct approach – aiming his cold 
gun at any and all opponents. Mr. 
Freeze has, on occasion, used an 
enormous ‘cold tank’ to transform 
walls into brittle ice, and to smash 
through them with considerable 
force. Just like a soldier in the field 
of combat, Mr. Freeze’s mission is 
everything to him. And his mission is 
– and always has been – to share the 
pain he feels in his cold and deadly 
heart with as many people as possible.
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FORWARD FOREVER
Pawns move forward, never 
backward. Mr. Freeze shares this rigid 
quality. He is frozen in his behaviour 
– repeatedly seeking to revive his 
lost Nora or to smother Gotham 
City in a blanket of snow and ice. 
His movements are predictable – 
and therefore easily countered, like 
those of a pawn. Mr. Freeze is as 
unchanging as a long-dead animal 
trapped within a block of glacial ice.

KING SLAYER
As everyone knows, pawns are 
considered the weakest pieces 
on the chessboard. Of course, 
that doesn’t mean they don’t 
have their uses – and even a 
pawn can check a king. Such 
was the case in the rubble that 
was Gotham City following 
a devastating earthquake. 
Superman – considered by many 
to be the ultimate super hero 
– had volunteered to help with 
the reconstruction. His ambitious 
plan to restore the power supply 
hit a snag, however, when Mr. 
Freeze managed to siphon 
off much of the electricity for 
his own use. Mr. Freeze had 
successfully checked Superman, 
but it was a situation that wasn’t 
to last for long. Superman 
had a ‘little word’ with Mr. 
Freeze, and the villain – just 
like an unprotected pawn – was 
reminded who possessed the 
real strength.

Psychological advantage. Batman plays the Nora trump card.

Outmatched. Mr. Freeze takes on Superman.
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FATAL WEAKNESS
Mr. Freeze has one fatal flaw – he needs a sub-zero 
environment in which to function. His refrigerated 
armour maintains his body temperature and allows 
him freedom of movement. Batman often subdues 
Mr. Freeze by simply disabling the villain’s armour 
or by shattering his facemask – thus 
allowing in the debilitating warm air. 
Pawns, too, are inherently weak. They 
can be taken easily – and too many 
pawns sacrificed early in the game may 
lead to a player’s back rank becoming 
vulnerable to attack.

Shattered. Batman exploits 
Mr. Freeze’s weakness.

Icy tomb. A young Victor Fries pushes his mother into the frozen lake.

INEVITABLE TRAGEDY
Novice chess players are often 
reminded that they should think 
twice before moving a pawn. After 
all, as pawns can only advance, 
there is no coming back from an ill-
considered move. Similarly, there was 
a certain inevitability to Victor Fries 
becoming a cold-hearted villain. 
After he plunged his mother into a 
frozen lake, there was no escape for 
poor young Victor. Consumed by 
hatred and fear, he was transformed 
into the uncaring Mr. Freeze long 
before his body chemistry was 
altered by a laboratory accident. 



POINT VALUESPOINT VALUES
To calculate the relative importance 
of chess pieces, each can be 
assigned a point value. A king is 
considered invaluable, but other 
pieces are as follows: queen – 9, 
rook – 5, bishop – 3, knight – 3.  
The lowly pawn is valued at 1.

TRIVIA: RULES OF CAPTURE
One oft-repeated chess myth is that a pawn cannot capture on its first move. In fact, there is no such rule; a pawn may 
capture any piece on its first move, providing that the piece to be captured is on a square diagonally adjacent to the pawn.

If chess is likened to warfare, then the pawn represents the 
infantry, or more precisely the pikemen, on the battlefield. 
There are more pawns than any other piece, with eight per 
player, occupying the entire second rank of each side of the 
chessboard. Pawns are the weakest of all pieces.

RULES & MOVES

the BLACK PAWN
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BACKWARD PAWNS
A ‘backward’ 
pawn is a 
pawn situated 
behind other 
pawns of its 
own colour  
on adjacent 
ranks, which 
cannot 
advance 
without  
the support of 
another pawn.

The square in front of a backward pawn is 
known as a ‘hole’; an opponent can place any 
piece on this square without fear, as a backward 
pawn cannot attack. In this example, the black 
pawn on the red highlighted square is backward.

DESCRIPTIVE NOTATION
‘Descriptive 
notation’ is a way 
of recording 
chess games and 
the positions of 
various pieces  
on the board. 
With this method 
pawns are often 
described 
according to the 
rank on which 
they stand.

A ‘knight pawn’ describes any pawn on the 
second rank opposite the knight; a ‘bishop 
pawn’ is a pawn opposite the bishop, and so on. 
In the highlighted example, a pawn opposite the 
king or queen is described either as a king’s or 
queen’s pawn, or a ‘central’ pawn.
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Black Canary
 is one of 

Batman’s most 
skilful allies.
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