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YOUR PIECE

WHITEWHITE
    PAWN    PAWN

Dinah Lance is Black Canary, a highly trained martial artist 
and member of the Birds of Prey. She is also one of the 
collection’s pawns, and would be one of the first to take 
action against Batman’s enemies.

BLACK CANARY



Dinah Lance is Black Canary, a super hero trying to bring justice 
to the mean streets of Gotham City while coming to terms 
with her own dark past. Sometimes she fights alone while 
other times she is part of the deadly Birds of Prey.

B lack Canary is an outlaw heroine 
who is haunted by a tragic past. 
She is a fearsome bird of prey, 

pledged to defend the innocent and to 
hunt down individuals or organisations 
who consider themselves to be above  
the law. 

CRY FOR JUSTICE
The woman who would become known 
as Dinah Lance was born with an amazing 
metahuman talent – a staggering, 
hyper-pitched sonic cry strong enough 
to shatter a man’s skull. At an early 
age, Dinah vowed to use her power for 
good. She assumed the identity of Black 
Canary and trained under the world’s 
greatest fighters. She learned boxing 
from ex-world-heavyweight champion 
Ted Grant and the martial arts from the 
deadly Lady Shiva – honing her body 
into a formidable weapon. Her training 
complete, Black Canary returned to her 
home roost to fight crime. On the mean 
streets of Gotham City, she encountered 
Batman for the first time – and was 
further inspired to seek justice for all as a 
vigilante hero.

BIRD OF PREY

FLIGHT SCHOOL
Black Canary soon became an inspirational 
figure herself. A young Barbara Gordon 
had recently taken to the crime-ridden 
streets of Gotham City as the effervescent 
Batgirl – and in Black Canary she 
discovered a spiritual sister to look up 
to and to emulate. When Batgirl’s father, 
Captain James Gordon of the GCPD, was 
kidnapped by arsonists Firebug and Killer 

Early birds. Black 
Canary and Batgirl.
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BIRD OF PREY

Moth, Black 
Canary helped 

to free him. Her 
aid was instrumental 
in extinguishing 
Firebug and Killer 

Moth’s criminal 
ambitions, and she made 

a lasting impression on the 
novice Batgirl. “We’ve teamed up 

for less than an hour and I’ve already 
lost count of how many times she’s 
saved my life,” was Batgirl’s wide-eyed 
assessment of the slightly older Black 
Canary. 

LICENSED TO SHRILL
The next phase of Black Canary’s 
career is shrouded in mystery. At some 
point she entered the murky world of 
espionage. She married a man named 

Kurt Lance and took his surname as 
her own. The exact details of what 

happened subsequently are 
still uncertain. What is clear, 

however, is that Kurt Lance 

was killed – apparently at the hands of his 
own wife. Black Canary became a fugitive 
from justice, wanted for murder by the 
U.S. Government. Haunted by her part in 
the tragic death of 
her husband, Black 
Canary returned 
to Gotham City – 
although she was 
unable to establish 
a permanent perch 
for fear of being 
caught and caged 
by the authorities.

FLIGHT TEAM
When she was paralysed following a 
vicious attack by the manic Joker, Barbara 
Gordon was confined to a wheelchair and 
forced to abandon her role as Batgirl. Her 
heroic career was far from over, however, 
as she used her aptitude with data systems 
and computer networks to establish herself 
as the mysterious information broker 
known only as Oracle. Working behind the 
scenes, Oracle became the premier source 
of superhuman intelligence, providing 
covert support for countless super heroes 
across the globe. Oracle eventually formed 
a covert missions team of her own – and 
Black Canary was her first choice as a field 
operative. The Birds of Prey – as the group 
became known – was created to combat 
villains who had escaped international 
justice, and its ranks soon swelled with 
the inclusion of other heroines such as the 
Huntress, Lady Blackhawk and Manhunter. 

Original members. 
Black Canary with 
the Huntress.

First contact. The Oracle prepares Black Canary for her first mission in the Birds of Prey.

Shocking revelation. The Canary admits the painful truth.
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Rescue. Black Canary 
finally meets Oracle 
face to face.

foremost killer-for-hire, and Black Canary 
believed that time spent with the Birds of 
Prey would transform the amoral assassin 
into a force for good in the world. For 
her own part, Black Canary hoped that 
living in Lady Shiva’s poverty-stricken 
Vietnamese village, while undergoing an 
intensive regimen of martial arts training, 
would help exorcise the ghosts of her past. 
Unfortunately, Black Canary found herself 
becoming as cold and unfeeling as Lady 
Shiva, and she abandoned her quest for 

At first, the relationship 
between Black Canary and 
Oracle was somewhat 
strained, particularly as 
Canary was still an outlaw 
and Oracle kept her true 
identity a closely guarded 
secret. The pair clashed 

over strategic objectives 
and tactical planning – Black 

Canary’s impulsive nature in 
marked contrast to Oracle’s more 
studied approach. When Oracle 

was threatened directly by the 
monstrous Blockbuster, Black 

Canary flew to her 
rescue. In the wake 
of that face-to-face 
meeting – and 
the revelation that 

Oracle was Barbara 
Gordon – the two 

heroines became 
close friends and 
confidantes.

Following 
the dictates of her restless nature, Black 
Canary left the Birds of Prey for a time 

– trading places with Lady Shiva, 
who joined the team as the Jade 
Canary. Lady Shiva was the world’s 

Brutal lesson. Black Canary at Shiva’s training camp in Vietnam.Career switch. Shiva as Jade Canary.
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spiritual enlightenment in the East in order 
to return home.

NO ESCAPE
Three years after being paralysed, Barbara 
Gordon was the recipient of an apparent 
miracle. Thanks to the workings of a 
mysterious South African medical clinic, 
she regained the use of her legs – and 

consequently returned to the role 
of Batgirl. Oracle was no more, and 

so Black Canary set out to create 
her own Birds of Prey 

squad. Batgirl 

initially declined a 
place in the group 
– but suggested 
that the samurai 
warrior Katana be 
included. Starling 
– an enigmatic, 
gun-toting adventurer from 
Black Canary’s past – was an 
enthusiastic recruit, and the 

team was completed by the 
eco-warrior Poison Ivy.

Black Canary was determined 
that her band of outlaw heroines 
would make a positive difference 
on the streets of Gotham. As 
she told Batgirl, “I haven’t given 
up trying to clear my name, 
but in the meantime, there are 
people who need our help.” 
The Birds of Prey’s first mission 
saw them coming into conflict 
with Choke, an urban terrorist 

whose mind-control techniques allowed 
him to transform innocent civilians into 
a clandestine army that he called the 
Cleaners.

Clues pointed to Doctor Trevor Cahill of 
Wayne Enterprises as being the mysterious 
Choke. However, despite attempting to 
murder Black Canary and the Birds of 
Prey, Cahill proved not to be the ultimate 
mastermind – he was as much a mind-
controlled dupe of Choke 
as the Cleaners.

While continuing to 
investigate Choke – and 
to free as many people 
from his malign influence 

as possible – Black Canary was framed for 
the murder of a secret-service agent. The 
man was found dead in a hotel room, his 
skull shattered – seemingly blasted into 
fragments by Black Canary’s deadly sonic 
cry. Spurred into action, the authorities set 
out to clip Black Canary’s wings once and 
for all. She was lured to an abandoned 
building where the militaristic Infiltrator and 
a band of superhuman agents attacked her. 
Katana and Batgirl rose to Black Canary’s 
defence – proving that the Birds of Prey 
were not just an elite team of super heroes, 
but a band of like-minded individuals, 
with bonds of friendship and loyalty 
much stronger than their differences. The 
Infiltrator and his men were defeated –  
and the Birds of Prey escaped to fight 
another day. 

After leaving Birds of Prey, Dinah’s 
life took a bold new direction when she 
became a singer. Taking the name Dinah 
Lance Drake, aka DD, her band “Black 
Canary” soon found themselves a magnet 

Leaving the nest. Barbara Gordon declines Black Canary’s offer to join the new Birds of Prey.

Under attack. The 
Birds of Prey at the 
mercy of the Infiltrator.
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for trouble – facing strange shadow beasts, 
killers and even an angry ex-singer. 

While much of Dinah’s past at that point 
had been the result of changes to reality 
caused by the Flashpoint event – when The 
Flash’s actions changed reality itself – a 
further change in reality returned Dinah’s 
history to something closer to its original 
iteration. Now she was once again the 
daughter of the original Black Canary, 
although she had also been a young 
runaway and lived on the streets before 
being taken in by a martial-arts master.

BACK IN ACTION
When someone started to use Barbara 
Gordon’s Oracle identity, Black Canary 
was the first person she called on for 
help. Batgirl and Black Canary soon met 
Huntress for the first time in this new reality. 
This incarnation was still Helena Bertinelli, 
trying to avenge the murder of her family 
by tracking down those responsible. 
They soon learned the new Oracle was 
a troubled male hacker called Gus, who 
also happened to be Batgirl/Oracle’s 

Leading from the front. Dinah Lance Drake with her band Black Canary.

biggest fan. Gus was also carrying 
a secret of his own – he was working 
for the Calculator, an old enemy of 
Barbara Gordon’s. While teaming up 
with Barbara, Dinah went undercover to 
try and discover who was behind attacks 
on young metahumans. 
She uncovered a new 
villain called Blackbird 
who had been 
secretly training 
young, troubled 
metahumans 
before draining 
their powers. 
Dinah, taking 
the name Noir, 
infiltrated 
Blackbird’s crew 
and eventually 
brought the 
villain to 
justice. 

The new 
Birds of Prey 
grew even 
stronger 
when 

Clipped wings. Black Canary battles Blackbird.

New reality. Black 
Canary with Green 
Arrow.

Tough crowd. 
Attack of the 
shadow beasts.
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was elsewhere. She was also recruited by 
Batman to be part of his Justice League 
of America, fighting villains such as 
Prometheus and the Kingbutcher. Dinah 
more than proved herself in the team 

and was also part of other Justice League 
incarnations.

Following the defeat of Perpetua – a 
cosmically powered entity who fed off 
the energy of the various crises that often 
changed reality – Black Canary and Green 
Arrow were closer than ever. While fighting 
in the Justice League, Black Canary 
found herself on an alternative 
Earth where her powers were 
greatly magnified – her 
‘Canary Cry’ almost lethal 
to that world’s powerful 
villains. While she might 
not be the strongest 
member of the Justice 
League, Black 
Canary’s amazing 
fighting 
abilities, 
sonic cry and 
exceptional 
tactical nous 
make her 
far more 
than a 
songbird 
– she is, 
in reality, 
a deadly 
bird of 
prey. 

Catwoman and Poison Ivy joined their 
ranks. The team saved the lives of every 
male in Gotham City from certain death 
when Patient Zero and the Daughters of 
Gotham unleashed a deadly virus on the 
city’s male population.

 
ARROWS OF LOVE

While changes in reality 
had often separated 

Black Canary and Green 
Arrow, in the new 

reality they again 
met for the first 
time. They had 
been close and 
even married 
in previous 

realities, and now 
felt something 

was missing. They 
soon became a 

couple, Canary often 
fighting alongside 
Oliver Queen and 
even staying in 
Seattle to protect 

the city when 
Green Arrow 

Women scorned. The Daughters of Gotham make their presence known.

Team player. Black Canary 
in Batman’s Justice League 
of America.

Back together. Canary and Arrow rekindle their relationship.

Magnified powers. The stronger ‘Canary Cry’ in action.
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Oracle with the original Birds of Prey members.

10

The current Birds 
of Prey line-up.

All hell breaks loose at 
the Cornwell Hotel.

The disused 
aqueduct.



Black Canary’s Birds of Prey have made their nest in Gotham City. From the 
shadows they take wing, to strike at those individuals who have placed 
themselves above the law. The hunt is on for justice…

GOTHAM GUIDE

the potential to be every bit as deadly  
as the villains that it fights against.

3. CLEANING UP
The Birds of Prey’s ongoing campaign  
to expose the machinations of Choke 
eventually led the team to the 36th floor  
of the Darlington Building in Gotham City. 
The heroes were quickly surrounded by a 
baying mob of office workers, all acting 
under Choke’s insidious mind control.  
The army of so-called Cleaners seemed 
unstoppable, prompting Poison Ivy to 
unleash her full fury. Black Canary was soon 
fighting not only to save her own life, but 
also to prevent her rogue teammate from 
killing innocent civilians. A high-pitched 
canary cry eventually brought the chaotic 
proceedings to a close – driving the 
Cleaners and Poison Ivy to their knees. 

4. SPYCRAFT
Starling’s mysterious past as  
a spy proved invaluable in 
establishing the Birds of Prey as an 
effective fighting force. She secretly 
siphoned off black-ops funds from the 
government in order to finance the group, 
and established numerous safehouses 
throughout Gotham – although Black 
Canary was somewhat dismayed at  
her companion’s choice of abandoned 
warehouses and disused aqueducts as 
suitable home bases. Thanks to an 
extensive network of sources, Starling is 
able to call on the knowledge of countless 
experts in dozens of different fields. When 
the Birds of Prey were investigating the 
mind-control techniques used by the 
terrorist Choke, Starling was able to 
introduce Black Canary to Doctor Trevor 
Cahill, a world-class neurochemist working 
for Wayne Enterprises.

5. SINGED FEATHERS
The discovery of a dead secret service 
agent – his skull seemingly shattered by 

1. FIRST FLOCK
Barbara Gordon established the 
original Birds of Prey when she was 
confined to a wheelchair, and was 
operating behind the scenes as the 
mysterious information broker known 
only as Oracle. Black Canary was 
Oracle’s first choice as a field 
operative – but she wasn’t a solo 
songbird for very long, and was soon 
soaring into action alongside other 
agents, such as Lady Blackhawk, 
Manhunter and Big Barda. The 
nucleus of the group, though,  
was always Oracle, Black Canary 
and the vigilante Huntress. The 
three started out as colleagues,  
but the bonds they forged while 
working closely together made 
them spiritual sisters.

2. NEW PLUMAGE
The original team disbanded, but 
Black Canary still saw a need for 
the Birds of Prey. She created a 
group of her own, inviting the 
samurai Katana, the enigmatic 
Starling and the eco-warrior 
Poison Ivy to join her in her 
crusade against injustice. 
Barbara Gordon – who had 
regained the use of her legs 
and was once again operating 
as Batgirl – initially declined a 
membership offer from Black 
Canary, but eventually agreed 
to join her long-time friend on 
the crime-ridden streets of 
Gotham City. The new team 
was a disparate band, with 
some members – such as 
Katana and Poison Ivy – 
willing to use lethal force 
should the situation require 
it. In an increasingly 
dangerous world, the  
new Birds of Prey has  

Black Canary’s sonic cry – prompted  
the U.S. government to redouble its  
efforts to capture the outlaw heroine.  
The authorities lured the Birds of Prey  
to the murder site – the prestigious 
Cornwell Hotel, Gotham – where a team  
of superpowered agents were lying in wait. 
The resulting confrontation brought the 
house down – the hotel becoming engulfed 
in a raging conflagration. Black Canary was 
burned – figuratively if not literally – but she 
managed to escape capture thanks to the 
courageous efforts of Batgirl and Katana. 
Although she has no idea who is 
responsible for framing her for murder, 

Black Canary knows that she can 
rely on the trust and 

support of her fellow 
Birds of Prey  

in the dark 
days that lie 

ahead. 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
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LEADING THE CHARGE
Black Canary is haunted by a dark past, but she refuses to be defined by the tragic 
events of yesteryear.  She repeatedly flies to the defence of the innocent and – like 
the pawn in chess – is always the first to take the fight directly to the enemy.

POWER OF 
THE PAWNS
Despite being group leader, 
Black Canary is really just the 
first amongst equals. The 
Birds of Prey are much more 
effective as a team than they 
are as solo crime fighters – 
just as a block of pawns 
moving in tandem can offer up 
numerous defensive and offensive 
possibilities. Pawns used in support 
of each other are infinitely stronger 
than when they are used as 
individual pieces. The knowledge 
that her teammates fully support 
her, and judge her for who she is – 
and not for what she has apparently 
done in the past – gives Black 
Canary the strength to confront not 
only the villains who would prey 
upon the powerless, but her own 
personal demons.



RANK & FILE
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TACTICAL SUPPORT
Pawns can offer vital tactical support to more valuable 
pieces such as bishops or knights. With one or both 
flanks protected by a pawn, a noble is able to 
progress across the chessboard with little fear of 

being captured by a rival 
noble. After all, who 
would want to sacrifice a 
valuable piece to a 
humble pawn? Similarly, at 
the start of Batgirl’s career, 
Black Canary offered 
invaluable support and 
guidance to the 
inexperienced 
crimefighter. She helped 
track down arsonists 
Firebug and Killer Moth – 
and pulled Batgirl back 
from the brink of disaster 
by preventing the novice 

heroine from racing headlong into  
a blistering plume of flame. Later,  
the new partners raced into action  
on high-performance motorcycles – 
Black Canary flanking the young 
Batgirl at all times.

LEADING THE CHARGE

POINT WOMAN
Pawns are frequently the first 
pieces to reach an opponent’s 
front ranks. So, too, with Black 
Canary, who bravely enters 
hostile territory in order to 
engage the enemy at the first 
available opportunity. While 
investigating the mysterious 
Choke and his clandestine army 
of Cleaners, Black Canary led 
the Birds of Prey 
into the 
laboratory 
from where 
the villains 
procured their mind-controlling 
drugs – only to find herself 
surrounded by lethal 
camouflaged assassins.

Valuable aid. Black  
Canary and Batgirl.
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HIDDEN DEPTHS
Pawns are often underestimated. Their ability to perform an en passant 
capture or to promote to a noble piece can sometimes take an opponent 
completely by surprise. Similarly, Black Canary is often misjudged. Her 
formidable fighting ability belies the fact that she also possesses a hidden 
Metahuman talent – a deadly high-pitched cry that is capable of driving 
people to their knees and strong enough to shatter human bone. Many an 
adversary has underestimated Black Canary – and then been bowled over 
by her sonic scream. 

HEART OF 
THE MATTER
Black Canary can always be found 
at the heart of any battle – using 
her formidable martial-arts skills to 
create space for her teammates to 
exploit further. Just like a pawn in 
chess, she is a determined foot 
soldier – committed to decimating 
the enemy’s front ranks and to 
taking out as many opponents as 
quickly as possible. Nowhere was 
this more in evidence than when 
she fought the terrorist army known 
as the Cleaners. Black Canary 
engaged the Cleaners in combat 
many times – despite being 
repeatedly outnumbered.

Battle skills. Black Canary
vs. the Cleaners.



the WHITE PAWN
In chess, pawns represent foot soldiers and are the least powerful 
pieces on the board. The pawn may move one or two squares 
forward on its first move, but from then on may only move one 
square forward.
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THE PAWN IN CHESSTHE PAWN IN CHESS
Pawns can only capture 
diagonally, and cannot move 
backward. Each player begins 
the game with eight pawns.

THE SICILIAN DEFENCE
The Sicilian Defence, named in the 17th  
century by pioneering chess player Gioacchino 
Greco (1600–1634), is the most popular chess 
opening at master level. In this opening, black  
is immediately on the offensive, battling for the 
centre. By attacking from the c file instead of 
mirroring white’s move from the e file he creates 
an asymmetrical position which can lead to 
complicated positions and exciting play. 

Usually white has the initiative on the kingside, 
while black counters on the queenside; 
especially on the c file after the the exchange of 
black’s c pawn for white’s d pawn. 

In algebraic notation the Sicilian Defence is 
described by the following moves:

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h

8

7

6

5

4

3

2
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CHESS OPENINGSCHESS OPENINGS
For the first moves in any game, a player 
must move either a pawn or a knight. A 
chess opening is also commonly referred to 
as a ‘defence’.

GIOACCHINO GRECO
Gioacchino Greco played during the age of the 
‘Italian Romantic Style’, publishing his thoughts on 
the game in 1625. Though his writings are now 
considered classics and are occasionally still 
taught, he was not widely published until 1665 – 
31 years affter his death. The Sicilian Defence is his 
most famous legacy.

1
W/Pawn - e4

B/Pawn - c5
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