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YOUR PIECE

Doctor Harleen Quinzel is Harley Quinn, a dangerous sociopath 
and occasional hero. Obsessed with the Joker, she would do 
anything for him. She is also the collection’s black queen, one of 
the most important pieces on the board.

HARLEY QUINN
BLACKBLACK
   QUEEN   QUEEN



SEDUCTION OF INNOCENCE
The Joker beguiled Harleen – slowly 
gaining her trust over the course of their 

numerous interviews. By the time The 
Joker revealed that he had used his 

underworld connections to kill the 
drunk driver responsible for the 
death of her father, Harleen was 
head over heels in love with the 
deadly villain. After learning that 

Doctor Serrano, her superior at 
Arkham Asylum, planned to write a 
sensationalist book about The Joker 
and his psychosis, Harleen flew into a 

rage. She attacked Doctor Serrano, and 
freed The Joker from his cell. The pair 
escaped from Arkham, The Joker taking 

Harleen to the chemical factory where 
he had undergone his macabre 
metamorphosis years earlier. He 

Following a successful spell at university, 
Doctor Harleen Quinzel became a 
medical intern at Arkham Asylum. A 

bright future in the field of psychiatry lay 
ahead of her, but Harleen’s life took an 
unexpected turn when she met – and fell 
madly in love with – the man of her dreams. 
Unfortunately, the man of Harleen’s dreams 
was also a living nightmare – the maniacal 
Joker. Harleen believed she could use her 
psychiatric skills to get to the root of The 
Joker’s aberrant behaviour, but the so-
called Clown Prince of Crime easily turned 
the tables on the young doctor.

PROFILE

Harley Quinn is one of Gotham City’s deadliest – and 
craziest – villains. The Joker’s sometime lover has also 
fought as an unlikely hero in Task Force X, the special 
ops unit better known as the Suicide Squad.

MAYHEM & MIRTH 

A life of crime beckons. Harleen 
Quinzel attacks Doctor Serrano.

Transformation. The Joker throws 
Harleen Quinzel into the chemicals.
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pushed her into a vat of chemicals and 
she too was transformed. Harleen 
emerged from the toxic brew with 
multicoloured hair and a bone-white hue. 
The changes were much more than skin 
deep, though – as Harleen was now just as 
demented as The Joker himself.

CRAZY FOR EACH OTHER
Harleen reaffirmed her love for the Clown 
Prince of Crime. Calling herself Harley 
Quinn, she donned an outlandish costume 
and became The Joker’s self-appointed 
sidekick. She helped spruce up his criminal 
hideouts and doted on her beloved, 
affectionately referring to him as Mr. J or 
Puddin’. Harley Quinn would do anything 
for The Joker – her clownish smile belying 
an insatiable thirst for murder and 
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MAYHEM & MIRTH 

Countdown to terror. The Joker prepares to launch Harley to new heights.
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Flower power. Poison Ivy enhances Harley Quinn’s abilities.

mayhem. For his 
part, The Joker was 

alternately touched by 
Harley’s displays of 

affection and irritated by 
her lovesick demeanour. 
Their relationship was as 

twisted as their 
personalities – playful 

one moment and 
abusive the next.

On one occasion, Harley irritated The 
Joker so much that he lured her into a 
fairground rocket ship, which he then 
launched into the heart of Gotham City. 
The rocket crash-landed in Robinson Park. 
Poison Ivy, who was hiding out in the 
green oasis, pulled the unconscious Harley 
out of the wreckage. The ecoterrorist 
nursed Harley Quinn back to health – 
injecting her with a floral serum that 
boosted her immune system and granted 

her enhanced strength and agility. Harley 
Quinn and Poison Ivy soon became close 
friends and confidantes – with Ivy taking 
on the role of an protective older sister. 
She urged Harley to give up on the Joker 
completely – to resist the temptation to 
repeatedly return to the madcap villain’s 
side. Harley agreed, but it only took a 
crooked grin from The Joker to make her 
go weak at the knees – and to give in to 
her infatuation time and time again.



through with the assassination, however, 
Harley ended up freeing her former lover. 
The reunited Clown Prince and Princess 
then orchestrated a violent takeover of the 
asylum – their murderous rampage only 

It’s a riot in here. Harley Quinn aids the Joker 
in his escape from Arkham Asylum. 
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sane and committed 
to a life free from 
crime. However, her 
seemingly heartfelt 
appeals for early 
release were 
repeatedly blocked 
by Batman’s alter 
ego, Bruce Wayne, 
who served as an 
advisor on Arkham 
Asylum’s board of 
governors. When 
Harley was broken 
out of the asylum 
by the mobster 
Ventriloquist, she 
refused to go 
along with her 
liberator’s criminal 
schemes. Instead, 

she delivered the Ventriloquist into the 
hands of the authorities. Convinced that 
Harley was truly a reformed character, Bruce 
Wayne finally relented – and allowed her 
release from Arkham Asylum.

A SIREN CALL
Harley Quinn eventually found herself 
sharing a Gotham City apartment with 
Poison Ivy and the notorious sneak thief 
Catwoman. The women supported each 
other in their joint effort to go straight, and 
they became known in certain circles as the 
Gotham City Sirens. Temptation reared its 
head, however – with each of the Sirens 
slipping back into their old ways on 
occasion. Increasingly dire circumstances 
also forced the women into making morally 
ambiguous judgments. Harley Quinn came 
to believe that The Joker was the root of all 
her problems – and she broke into Arkham 
Asylum to kill him. Rather than going 

GANGS OF GOTHAM
Harley Quinn eventually left the 
manipulative Joker, determined to become 
an underworld boss in her own right. She 
formed a criminal gang that she called the 
Quinntets, but the group quickly fell apart in 
fractious infighting. Most of the Quinntets 
ended up dead – and the self-absorbed 
Harley Quinn barely even noticed.

After an abortive attempt to start a new 
life in Metropolis with Poison Ivy, Harley 
returned to Gotham City – and once again 
came under the spell of her malevolent 
beau. Seeking a spiritual rebirth, The Joker 
set in motion a plan to eradicate everything 
– and everyone – associated with his past 
life. Harley Quinn became The Joker’s 
instrument of death – delivering bouquets 
of flowers laced with deadly Joker Venom to 
former henchmen and ex-gang members. 
Harley was unaware, however, that the 
punchline to the entire murderous joke was 
to be her own death. At the stroke of 
midnight, as a new day dawned, The Joker 
attempted to murder Harley Quinn – but 
she was saved by a timely intervention from 
Batman. A severely traumatised Harley 
retaliated by shooting The Joker, wounding 
him in the shoulder. She escaped into the 
night, repeatedly asking herself a seemingly 
unanswerable question… did the Joker still 
love her?

GOING STRAIGHT
After being arrested and sent to Arkham 
Asylum, Harley Quinn attempted to 
convince the parole board that she was now Under fire. Harley Quinn double-crosses the Ventriloquist.
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coming to an end due to the combined 
efforts of Batman and Catwoman. 
Obviously, The Joker’s hold over 
Harley Quinn was as strong as ever.

SUICIDAL TENDENCIES
After being arrested by Black Canary, 
Harley Quinn came under the jurisdiction 
of a clandestine organisation known as Task 
Force X. She was incarcerated in the 
high-security Belle Reve prison, and forcibly 
inducted into the Suicide Squad – a 
black-ops team of super-villains created to 
undertake missions deemed too deadly, or 
too questionable – for normal government 
agents. Harley Quinn was ideally suited to 
life in the Suicide Squad, serving alongside 
other morally dubious characters such as 
the assassin Deadshot and the monstrous 
Killer Shark. However, news that The Joker 
had been butchered – that the skin from his 
face was apparently being stored at a 
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GCPD facility – pushed Harley over the 
edge into a frenzy of grief and despair. She 
staged a prison riot to cover her escape 
from Belle Reve – and travelled to Gotham 
City in search of answers. The Suicide 
Squad was sent to retrieve Harley, but she 
easily outmanoeuvred her former 
teammates – turning the tables on her 
pursuers. She captured Deadshot and 
tortured him. Seemingly in a psychotic 

fugue, she placed The Joker’s skinned  
face onto Deadshot, and held a bizarre 
conversation with her lost lover – 
demanding to know why he had abandoned 
her. No answers were forthcoming, however, 
as Deadshot put a bullet in Harley Quinn’s 
abdomen. She was taken back to Belle 
Reve, where the doctors patched her up in 
anticipation of her return to active duty as a 
member of the Suicide Squad.

DEADLY SERIOUS
When, on a later mission with the Suicide 
Squad, Deadshot was apparently killed, 
The Joker made a dramatic return at his 
funeral, knocking out those attending with 
poisonous rain. Harley was pleased to see 
her ex – but he just punched her in the 
face. The Joker took Harley to the old Ace 

Down. Harley 
Quinn is wounded 
by Deadshot.

Suicide Squad. Harley Quinn is drafted by Task Force X.

Foiled. Batman and 
Catwoman save the day. 
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Chemical Plant, Harley briefly taking part in 
The Joker’s latest plans against Batman 
only to be attacked by The Joker when she 
tried to leave. She was even forced to kill 
her pet hyenas when The Joker turned 
them into deadly animals. The Joker beat 
Harley semi-conscious, chaining her to the 
wall of a room filled with the skeletons of 
those The Joker declared had been the 
other Harleys he had grown bored of. 
Harley managed to free herself from the 
chains and escape, returning to Belle Reve 
to continue with the Suicide Squad.

CONEY ISLAND
Harley later moved to New York after a 
patient at Arkham left her a Coney Island 
apartment building in their will. Harley 
soon found herself with a bunch of friends 
far removed from her Suicide Squad life. 
She also realised she needed to earn a 

living to maintain the building, getting 
a job at a local retirement home. She 
called on Poison Ivy for help to 
rescue stray dogs from certain death 
at a Pet Adoption Centre, the two 
starting to grow closer together and 
occasional hints of romance sparking. 
Harley even found an outlet for her 
aggression with a local roller derby team. 

When Harley came across an 
unconscious Power Girl, she nursed her 
back to health and convinced the 
amnesiac hero that they were actually a 
crime-fighting team. The two were soon 
fighting the likes of Sportsmaster and 
Clock King until Power Girl regained 
her memories. 

In bad company. Harley is chained up by The Joker.

Wheeler dealer. Harley stirs up 
trouble in the roller derby. 

Intimate. Harley and Ivy get close.
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Grudge match. Harley Quinn and Punchline face off.

HARLEY’S ARMY
The heroic role was starting to suit Harley, 
but she quickly realised there was far too 
much to do on her own. To that end she 
placed an advert online for strong women 
to join her new team – and found herself 
heading a squad of Harley Quinns, whose 
aim was to do good, albeit sometimes a 
little violently. In the midst of this new life 
Harley found time to be part of the Suicide 
Squad once more, went on a date with 
Bruce Wayne and attended the San Diego 
Comic Convention. Harley and Poison Ivy 
even became lovers, but when Poison Ivy 
accidentally made a double of herself 
Harley went on a road trip with the copy – 
believing it to be the real Poison Ivy. The 
double eventually gave her life so the real 
Poison Ivy could survive, and the 
experience troubled Harley.

Band of misfits. Harley with 
her gang of Harley Quinns. 

PUNCHLINE
While helping Catwoman 
and Batman, Harley met 

The Joker’s new girlfriend 
– Punchline. The two ended 

up fighting, Punchline nearly 
killing Harley when she slit 

Harley’s throat. Harley survived and went 
on to help Batman and his allies fight The 
Joker when the Clown Prince of Crime 
tried to bring chaos to Gotham City. When 
Batman and Harley finally confronted The 

Joker, Harley saved Batman’s life – 
shooting The Joker in the eye. She 
strapped explosives to herself and The 
Joker, telling Batman he would only have 
time to save one of them. Much to The 
Joker’s disdain, Batman chose to save 
Harley. She woke in hospital and decided 
to remain in Gotham City. Her role in the 
Suicide Squad had given her a clean slate 
and Harley decided to make amends for 
the actions of her past. While many once 
saw Harley Quinn as a villain, it seemed 
Gotham City now had a new hero… 

Going out with a bang. The Joker is wired up with explosives.
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GOTHAM GUIDE
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Carlini’s joke shop.



There has never been a more twisted pairing than the Joker and Harley Quinn. 
Their love-hate relationship has been both touching and tormented – with all 
of Gotham City becoming a stage for their crooked courtship dance. 

GOTHAM GUIDE
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was a gaudy monument to the Joker’s 
maniacal persona.

3. TOKENS OF AFFECTION
The Joker often gave Harley Quinn small 
tokens of his love. Unfortunately, the Joker’s 
idea of love was so twisted that many of his 
gifts were potentially lethal. When Harley’s 
doting behaviour proved irritating to the 
villain, he would attempt to bring down 
the curtain on Harley’s clownish career – 
permanently. His ‘gifts’ to his girl included 
acid-spraying flowers, bouquets laced with 

1. CHEMICAL ROMANCE
There was something in the air – the 
sweet scent of flowers and freshly 
mown hay. It seemed as if spring had 
arrived and things were about to be 
reborn. Or it could simply have been 
the scent of the toxic brew bubbling 
away in the chemical waste vats. 
After she helped him escape from 
Arkham Asylum, the Joker showed 
the infatuated Dr. Harleen Quinzel 
where he’d been born – the Ace 
Chemical Processing Plant. Acting 
every bit the lovesick fool, the 
Joker threw Harleen into the waste 
vats – transforming her into 
the insane Harley Quinn. As 
first dates go, it was quite a 
success. The night ended – 
and the demented partnership 
began – with a kiss to the lips. 
“…C’mere, Puddin’.”

2. HOUSE PROUD
Harley Quinn decided that the 
Joker’s less than salubrious 
criminal headquarters were 
in need of a ‘woman’s touch’. 
Their first place together was 
at the Dockside Amusement 
Park. Harley declared the 
Tunnel of Love a great fixer-
upper – and transformed 
the abandoned ride into a 
bizarre love nest, replete 
with leering Joker faces and 
a demented purple and 
green colour scheme. 
The Joker, though, was 
unimpressed. Sometime 
later, Harley decorated 
a special room in 
Carlini’s Joke Shop with 
memorabilia from her beau’s 
criminal career. Trick guns, 
poisonous laughing fish, 
giant mallets – the room 

Joker Venom and the ever-popular 50,000 
volt joy buzzer. Harley managed to survive 
the attempts on her life, though, and would 
always find it in her heart to forgive the 
Joker – especially if he said he was sorry.

4. ASYLUM SEEKERS
Harley Quinn and the Joker spent so 
much time in Arkham Asylum that it 
almost became their home away from 
home. It was where they first met – as 
doctor and patient – and it was where 
they were later incarcerated following 
repeated encounters with Batman and 
other costumed heroes. Confident that 
they would always be able to find some 
way to escape, the crooked couple often 
treated the asylum as if it were a spa 
resort – a place to recharge the batteries. 
On one occasion, the Joker orchestrated 
a murderous plot from within the walls of 
the asylum itself. Hoping to experience a 
spiritual rebirth, he instructed Harley Quinn 
to wipe out all his former henchmen. 
Unbeknownst to Harley, the dénouement 
of the whole twisted scheme was to be 
her own death on the gothic steps of the 
asylum. Fortunately, Batman saved Harley 
from a razor-wielding Joker – and the 
villain was returned to his now-familiar 
padded cell.

5. NIGHTS ON THE TOWN
For the Joker and Harley Quinn, a romantic 
night on the town was only deemed 
complete with a little murder and mayhem 
thrown in for good measure. Bank heists, 
kidnappings, gang warfare – these were 
just a few of their favourite nocturnal 
pastimes. When a cataclysmic earthquake 
hit Gotham City, the Clown Prince and 
Princess had many joyous nights out in  
the lawless No Man’s Land that resulted 
from the natural disaster. They attacked 
rival mobs with impunity – the Joker 
mercilessly beating his enemies’ henchmen 
while Harley Quinn looked on with love 

MAD LOVE



THE MAD QUEEN
RANK & FILE
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Doctor Harleen Quinzel is Harley Quinn, the uncrowned queen 
of crime. She is dangerous and unpredictable – a fitting consort 
for the malevolent Joker. 

POWERFUL PIECE
In early forms of chess, the queen was much weaker than she is today, 
only able to move one square at a time and only on the diagonal. 
It is thought that the modern, all-powerful chess queen is modelled 
after Queen Isabella of Castile who helped establish Spain as an 
international power in the 15th century. Isabella was a polarising figure 
– responsible for the unification of her country, as well as the creation 
of the notorious Spanish Inquisition. Isabella’s twin nature – and her 
ruthless application of power – led to the increasing importance of 
the chess queen in a form of the game that was known as ‘Queen’s 
Chess’ or less flatteringly as ‘Mad Queen’s Chess’. It is fitting, then, 
that Harley Quinn is the black queen in your chess set, as there is no 
madder villain than the Joker’s deranged girlfriend.

High kicker. Harley Quinn shows off her fighting prowess.
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BACK IN 
THE GAME
Conventional chess 
strategy suggests that 
a player should protect 
their queen at all costs 
– as forfeiting such a 
powerful piece often leads 
to the loss of the entire 
game. However, more 
experienced players know 
that they can sacrifice 
the queen mid-game in 
order to gain a strategic 
advantage – and bring her 
back later (by promoting 
a pawn) in order to secure 
ultimate victory. Thanks to 
his callous disregard for 
Harley Quinn’s safety, the 
Joker has offered up his 
partner as a sacrificial lamb 
on many occasions – often 
pulling the metaphorical 
trigger himself. He has 
always been able to bring 
Harley back into the game, 
however, by offering up 
a crooked smile and by 
manipulating her into 
acting on his behalf.

COMBINATION 
MOVES
The queen combines the moves 
of the bishop and the rook – 
and is therefore as versatile 
as both pieces put together. 
Harley Quinn also exhibits such 
versatility when in combat. She 
recently staged a prison riot in 
order to cover her escape from 
Belle Reve Penitentiary, and 
went on to literally run rings 
around her colleagues from 
the Suicide Squad – eventually 
making team leader Deadshot 
her prisoner. In order to impress 
the Joker, Harley once used her 
skills to infiltrate the Penguin’s 
criminal HQ and audaciously 
put a gun to the black 
marketeer’s head. Held in check. Deadshot suffers at the hands of Harley Quinn.

Lovestruck. The Joker gets his way again.

Gunpoint. The Penguin with Harley.



SUPPORTING ROLE
A queen is perhaps best used in a support role – only 
entering the fray when it is time to deliver the coup de grace. 
A rook or bishop can take the fight directly to an opposing 
king, putting him in check – while the queen should be 
held back for as long as possible. Only when the time is 
right should the queen be brought forward. Because of her 
ability to move quickly across the entire board, the queen’s 
influence – and potential power – is felt throughout the 

confrontation, but she herself is kept out of harm’s way. 
So it is with Harley Quinn, who has often held herself 

back during a confrontation, allowing the Joker’s 
nameless hoodlums to come to the fore – and to 

take the blows from Batman and others. For a 
time, she was supported by her own criminal 
gang called the Quinntets.

    QUEEN VERSUS QUEEN
A queen exchange usually marks the beginning of the endgame. When 
the enigmatic Hush attempted to break the Dark Knight’s fighting 
spirit, Catwoman – the white queen in your chess set – quickly rose to 
Batman’s defence. She engaged Harley Quinn in deadly combat – the 
two equally powerful queens matching wits and acrobatic skills in a 
head-to-head confrontation. Thanks to Catwoman’s timely intervention, 
Batman finally realised that he needed the help of other heroes in 
order to triumph over Hush and his villainous agents. 
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In defence of the queen. Harley Quinn’s deranged henchmen.

Stalemate. Harley and Catwoman trade blows.



15

RULES & MOVES

THE QUEEN IN CHESSTHE QUEEN IN CHESS
The queen’s range and ability to 
attack many pieces at once are the 
source of her power. Each player 
begins the game with one queen.

THE QUEEN’S GAMBIT
The Queen’s Gambit is an opening that starts 
with the following moves:

In playing 2.c4 white threatens to exchange the c 
pawn for black’s d pawn, and thus dominate the 
centre with e2-e4. However, this is not a true 
gambit since, if black accepts the pawn, he cannot 
expect to keep it. Black’s response to the Queen’s 
Gambit is divided into two major categories: 
Queen’s Gambit Accepted (QGA) and Queen’s 
Gambit Declined (QGD).

QGA is characterised by the moves 1. d4 d5  
2. c4 dxc4. Here black may capture the white c 
pawn one or two moves later, leading to a 
transposed position. If black chooses not to 
capture the pawn this leads to the Queen’s Gambit 

Declined, though QGD may also be reached by a 
variety of other move orders.

The Queen’s Gambit did not become widespread 
until a 1873 tournament in Vienna. However, it is 
one of the oldest known chess openings, 
mentioned in the writings of Spanish player Luis 
Ramirez de Lucena (1465-1530), author of the 
oldest existing book on chess.

Though the most important piece on the chessboard is the king, 
the queen is traditionally the most powerful piece. The queen 
moves in a straight line vertically, horizontally or diagonally, any 
number of squares.

the BLACK QUEEN

CHESS OPENINGSCHESS OPENINGS
For the first moves in any game, a player 
must move either a pawn or a knight. A 
chess opening is also commonly referred to 
as a ‘defence’.

W/Pawn - d4
B/Pawn - d5 W/Pawn - c41 2

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h
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villain who 
broke the 

Bat.

www.eaglemoss.com

 COMING SOON

BANETM

BLACKBLACK
PAWNPAWN




