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YOUR PIECE

Bane is a black pawn. He is also the man who broke 
Batman’s back at the end of a brutal confrontation. Bane 
has risen from obscurity to become a criminal mastermind 
and is a deadly threat to the Dark Knight and his allies.

BANE
BLACKBLACK
    PAWN    PAWN



PROFILE

Prisca, the newly born Bane was sentenced 
to life in prison in place of his absent father 
– condemned to the hellish dungeons of 
Peña Duro on behalf of a man he’d never 
even met.

AN EDUCATION IN TERROR
Bane’s early life was one of unending 
torment – and the young boy suffered 
countless cruelties in the near-lawless 
confines of Peña Duro, where the strong 
preyed upon the weak. Bane’s only solace 
was his teddy bear, Osoito, a gift from one 

of the few Catholic missionaries 
permitted entrance to the prison. 

Osoito’s fur lining contained 
a deadly secret, though 

– a knife that Bane 
used to defend 

The nameless boy who would grow up 
to be the man called Bane was born 
into a world of pain and deprivation. 

Both his parents were failed revolutionaries 
in the impoverished Caribbean nation of 

Santa Prisca. His mysterious father 
escaped the corrupt justice 

system, but his mother – 
pregnant with Bane – was 
incarcerated in the 
notorious Peña Duro 

prison fortress. As was 
the custom in Santa 

himself from bullies. Over time, 
Bane received an education from 
his fellow inmates. He learned how 
to fight from some of the world’s 
deadliest men – and he received 
schooling in mathematics, languages 
and the classics from a priest called 
Father Orestes. Following years of 
relentless self-improvement – both mental 
and physical – Bane established himself as 
the ‘king’ of Peña Duro.

BANE OF THE BAT 
Bane is one of Batman’s mightiest foes. Raised in 
a savage prison surrounded by killers, Bane spent 
his life honing his mind and body to the peak of 
human perfection. He is an unstoppable villain.
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Confinement. A young Bane with his mother growing up in prison.

King of Peña Duro. As Bane 
grew older he became a force 
to be reckoned with. 
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BANE OF THE BAT 
VENOMOUS BEHAVIOUR
Bane’s mighty frame and robust constitution 
eventually brought him unwanted attention 
from the prison authorities. Their 
experiments with a steroid-like drug called 
Venom had resulted in the death of 
numerous inmates. In the form of Bane, 
though, they believed they had finally found 
a test subject strong enough to survive the 
Venom procedure – someone they could 
transform into an agent of pure rage. Bane 
was pumped full of Venom and, sure 
enough, his natural abilities were increased 
to superhuman levels. He gained super-
strength, enhanced reflexes and increased 
stamina – truly becoming Bane for the first 
time. Bane’s augmented abilities were 
dependent upon a steady flow of Venom, 
however, and he was forced to wear a 
system of cables and tubes that pumped 
the steroid directly into his brain. Bane soon 
became addicted to Venom – suffering 
debilitating side effects whenever his supply 
was cut off.

BREAKING THE BAT
With the power of Venom coursing through 
his veins, Bane escaped from Peña Duro – 
heading to Gotham City, where he planned 
to establish himself as ‘king’ of the 
underworld. Bane was convinced that a 
nightmarish bat that had haunted his 
dreams since childhood was actually a 
representation of Batman. He planned 
to defeat the Dark Knight, and 
take the hero’s city as his own. 
Aware that a direct assault on 
Batman would be foolhardy, Bane 
distracted Gotham’s guardian by 
orchestrating a mass breakout 
from Arkham Asylum. Batman was 
run ragged chasing down his most 
implacable foes. Only when the Dark Knight 
was at his lowest ebb did Bane finally reveal 
himself. He cornered the exhausted hero in 
the Batcave – crippling the weakened Dark 
Knight by snapping his spine. Bane had 

done the unthinkable – he had broken  
the bat.

The villain barely had time to enjoy  
his triumph, however, as Jean-Paul Valley 
– otherwise known as the ruthless hero 
Azrael – donned Batman’s garb and beat 
Bane mercilessly.

5

Beaten. Azrael humiliates Bane.

Guinea pig. Bane undergoes 
the Venom experiment. 

Broken. Bane 
defeats Batman in 
their first battle.
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side, and their children would inherit the 
new world that would rise from the ashes of 
the old. Armageddon was forestalled, 
however, due to the timely intervention of 
Batman, who had regained the use of his 
legs in the months since his original battle 
with Bane. Along with his associates – 
Nightwing, Robin and Catwoman – the Dark 
Knight disabled Ra’s al Ghul’s strategically 
placed bioweapons. He then went on to 
confront Bane directly. The pair clashed 
again – only this time, Batman was in peak 
physical condition, and he proved his 
superiority by quickly dispatching the villain.

informant alive – in his bid to discover the 
truth. Eventually, Bane’s globetrotting 
brought him to the attention of Ra’s al Ghul 
– the immortal Demon’s Head who had 
clashed with Batman many times. Ra’s had 
conspired to bring about mankind’s 
downfall for centuries, and he had 
finally deciphered the Wheel of Plagues 
– an ancient mechanism that would allow 
him to unleash an Apocalypse Plague 
upon the world. Ra’s recognised Bane as 
a powerful ally – and a potential consort 
for his daughter, Talia. Come the 
Apocalypse, Bane would rule at Talia’s 

BANE OF THE DEMON
Following his defeat at the hands of Valley, 
Bane was incarcerated in the high-security 
Blackgate Penitentiary. While in prison, he 
was able to recover from his overwhelming 
Venom addiction due to an intense regimen 
of meditation and physical exertion. He 
eventually broke out of Blackgate, and 
embarked on a mission to uncover the 
identity of his mysterious father – vowing to 
make the man suffer for abandoning him 
decades earlier.

Bane’s quest took him across continents 
and he left no stone unturned – or 

Inheritance. Talia and Bane learn of their fate.

Deadly encounter. Bane meets Ra’s al Ghul.

Terrorist. Bane’s father, King Snake, and his followers.

Secret Six. Bane 
with his fellow 
mercenaries. 
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HONOUR THY FATHER
Bane eventually resumed the search for his 
father. Evidence pointed to the possibility 
that the man was an American doctor, and 
Bane came to believe that he and Batman 
shared Dr. Thomas Wayne as their biological 
father. Bane presented his findings to 
Batman, who allowed the villain to stay at 
Wayne Manor while DNA tests were 
undertaken. Bane made a genuine effort to 
reform during this time – seeking redemption 
by helping the Dark Knight fight crime on 
the streets of Gotham City. The tests came 
back negative, however, and Bane returned 
to the life of a global wanderer. Eventually, 
he discovered that King Snake – an amoral 
mercenary leader and terrorist – was actually 
his father. Bane tracked down King Snake 
(aka British aristocrat Edmund Dorrance), 
finding him severely wounded and near 
death following a firefight with a rival terrorist 
organisation. Bane was conflicted by his 
meeting with King Snake. Although he was 
tempted to kill his father, he ultimately chose 
not to – electing to nurse the man back to 
health instead. Only when it became 
apparent that King Snake still harboured 
terrorist ambitions did Bane turn on him. 
King Snake fell into a deep crevice in the 
resulting struggle, seemingly to his death.

DEADLY ADDICTION
After a brief time as the leader of a 
mercenary band of Super-Villains called the 

Secret Six, Bane returned to his 
old ways – and his old 
addiction. He became 
dependent on Venom again, 
developing an even more 
ruthless nature due to the drug’s 

brain-altering properties. 
Seeking to break the Bat 
for a second time, he 
created a new strain of 
Venom – making it more 
potent by combining it 
with the villainous 

Scarecrow’s Fear 
Toxin. The new 
drug was 
smuggled into 

Arkham Asylum 
by Bane’s agent, the 
mysterious White 
Rabbit, and injected 

into numerous inmates 
such as The Joker, 
Two-Face and the 
Ventriloquist. The villains 
were transformed into Big bad. Batman encounters an even more powerful Bane.

Drugged up. Bane is given an antidote that negates the new venom’s power.

bulked-up monstrosities – immensely strong 
and immune from fear. In a move eerily 
reminiscent of the mass escape orchestrated 
by Bane years earlier, the villains smashed 
out of the asylum to ferment chaos 
throughout Gotham City. Batman chased 
down the villains, though, and ultimately 
unmasked Bane as the mastermind behind 
the entire fiendish scheme. Batman and 
Bane fought yet again – the Dark Knight 
setting aside his own fears to ultimately 
emerge triumphant. 

ARKHAM WAR  
Bane returned to Gotham City 
following the Crime Syndicate’s 
defeat of the Justice League. 
With no trace of Batman or 
his allies, Bane planned to 
gain control of the Talons. 
Soon after arriving in 
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Gotham he became embroiled in a war 
with Scarecrow, who had gathered many 
of Arkham’s most dangerous inmates to 
his side. Bane worked with William Cobb, 
the Court of Owl’s Talon (one of the 
Court's deadliest assassins), to take on the 
villain. Realising he needed an edge 
against Batman’s old foes, Bane forged 
himself a suit of armour and adopted his 
own brutal take on the Dark Knight. When 
Scarecrow used Bane’s blood to make his 
own twisted version of Venom, he used it 
on many of Batman’s old foes – making 
them crazed and exceptionally deadly. 
Despite their new power, the villains 
proved no match for Bane. In the 
aftermath Gotham City was Bane’s… but 

he didn’t have much time to savour his 
victory. Batman and his allies defeated the 
Crime Syndicate and the Dark Knight 
returned to Gotham City to free it from 
Bane’s control. Bane was defeated and 
sent to Arkham.

Bane eventually returned to his 
homeland and used Psycho Pirate to try 
and overcome his Venom addiction. When 

Batman and his own special ‘Suicide 
Squad’ covertly invaded to kidnap Psycho 
Pirate, Bane was left defeated and craving 
Venom. Bane travelled to Gotham City to 
retrieve Psycho Pirate and make Batman 
pay. After a heavy defeat, Batman sought 
shelter in Arkham. Bane fought his way 
through the asylum’s criminals until he 

Bat vigilante. Bane deals with 
the opposition in Gotham City. 

Return. Batman ends Bane’s Gotham rule.

Craving. Bane is addicted to Venom.



PROFILE

9

reached the Dark Knight. During 
their confrontation, it seemed 
Bane would be victorious, but in 
the end he was defeated.

CITY OF BANE
From his cell in 
Arkham, Bane planned 
his revenge. He created 
an elaborate scheme using many 
of Batman’s enemies – including 
The Joker and the Riddler. He 
even worked with Thomas 
Wayne, Bruce’s father from 
an alternate reality where 
he had witnessed the 
shooting of his son in 
Crime Alley and gone 
on to be a more violent 
Batman. Bane used 
Catwoman’s friend, 
Holly Robinson, to plant 
doubts in Catwoman’s 
mind about her upcoming 
marriage to Batman that led 
her to break up with him before the 
wedding. It left the Dark Knight 
emotionally devastated. Bane then landed 
the coup de grace, leaving Batman 
physically and spiritually 
broken. The hero just escaped 
with his life, Catwoman nursing 
him to health in Paris while 

Bane took control of Gotham City, with 
Thomas Wayne acting as a new, more brutal 

Batman. 
When Damian Wayne opposed 
the new order, Bane snapped 

Alfred’s neck as a warning, 
Thomas keeping Damian as a 
new hostage. Damian was no 
mere prisoner though, and 

bided his time until the 
Bat-Family came to his 

rescue as Batman and 
Catwoman fought to 
reclaim the city from 
Bane. This time, Batman 
inflicted defeated Bane 

and was about to break his 
back before both were shot by 

Thomas Wayne. Batman later 
defeated Thomas Wayne, placing 

the villain in Arkham. It was there 
Bane gained his revenge for the elder 
Wayne’s betrayal and broke his back, 
leaving him for dead. 

When The Joker supposedly killed 
hundreds of Arkham’s inmates, Bane 
was one of the victims. A new female 

Bane appeared in South America, looking to 
bring The Joker back to Santa Prisca to pay 
for Bane’s murder. While The Joker escaped, 
the legend of Bane lived on as a dark 
inspiration, destined to one day return and 
plan a new way to break the Bat. 

Beaten. Batman defeats 
Bane before being shot 
by Thomas Wayne.

Mission success. Holly Robinson 
reports back to Bane. 

Deadly. The new female Bane meets The Joker.
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The KGBeast.

Bane survives ‘The Rip’.

Venom-induced super-soldiers.

Bulked-up villains break out of Arkham Asylum.



Bane was born into a life of captivity – condemned to the Pena Duro prison 
fortress for crimes committed by his absent father. Bane escaped Pena Duro but 
has been repeatedly imprisoned following defeats by Batman.
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LIFE SENTENCE
training, Bane came back stronger – 
humiliating the KGBeast and firmly 
establishing himself as the true monarch 
of Blackgate.

3. AGAINST THE TIDE
Blackgate is separated from the larger 
Gotham Island by ‘The Rip’ – a 30-knot 
current powerful enough to overwhelm 
even the strongest swimmer. No one has 
ever survived The Rip – except Bane. 
With the help of lackeys Ratcatcher and 
the KGBeast, Bane broke out of his cell 
and plunged into the raging waters 
surrounding Blackgate. Thanks to his 
amazing strength, he escaped The Rip 
and soon swam ashore at Gotham’s 
Chalfont Beach – a free man once again.

4. DRUG LORDS
Doctor Randolph Porter was an amoral 
scientist who first developed the super-
steroid that became known as Venom. 
Along with an ex-US army officer called 
General Slaycroft, Porter sought to 
profit from his discovery by creating a 
battalion of super-soldiers whose services 
could be sold to the highest bidder. 
The villainous pair ran afoul of 
Batman, however, and sought 
sanctuary in Santa Prisca. 
The Dark Knight tracked 
Porter and Slaycroft to 
their Caribbean lair and 
eventually brought 
them to justice. Their 
research into the 
powerful effects 
of Venom was 
taken up by 
the authorities 
running the 
Pena Duro 
prison, ultimately 
leading to  
the creation  
of Bane. 

1. HELL ON EARTH
Referred to by many of its inmates 
as ‘the armpit of the Earth,’ Pena 
Duro is, without a doubt, one of the 
most dangerous prisons in the world. 
Located on the Caribbean Island of 
Santa Prisca, Pena Duro was built in 
the 17th century by the Spanish. It 
served as an army fortress before 
earning notoriety in modern times 
as a penal institution. Following the 
end of colonial rule, Santa Prisca 
was convulsed by a series of civil 
wars – with the island eventually 
becoming a haven for drug 
smugglers and other criminals. 
A failed revolution to topple 
the corrupt regime saw Bane’s 
mother – and her unborn child – 
sentenced to life imprisonment in 
Pena Duro.

2. BLACKGATE KING
After his failed attempt to take 
control of the Gotham City 
underworld and his defeat at 
the hands of Azrael, Bane was 
sentenced to imprisonment 
in Blackgate Penitentiary. 
Originally a Civil War gun 
battery, Blackgate was chosen 
to house Gotham City’s 
deadliest criminals because 
of its remote location on a 
rocky outcrop in Gotham Bay. 
Cut off from his supply of 
Venom, the weakened Bane 
was easy prey for his fellow 
inmates in Blackgate. The 
KGBeast – a former Soviet 
assassin with super-human 
strength – sent Bane to the 
infirmary in order to cement 
his reputation as king of the 
prison. However, following 
an intense regimen of 
mental and physical 

5. THE BRINK OF MADNESS
The spectre of Arkham Asylum looms 
large in Bane’s life. With the aid of Trogg, 
Zombie and Bird – three loyal comrades 
from his time in Pena Duro – he blew open 
the walls of the institution, unleashing an 
army of maniacal villains upon Gotham 
City and an increasingly exhausted Dark 
Knight. More recently, Bane had his agent 
– the mysterious White Rabbit – infiltrate 
the asylum. She injected the inmates with 
a new, more potent strain of Venom – 
transforming the likes of Two-Face and 
the Joker into bulked-up monstrosities 
completely lacking in fear. Despite his 
many labyrinthine plots, Bane has often 
escaped being incarcerated in Arkham 
Asylum himself. In fact, he has steadfastly 
refused to plead insanity whenever he 
has been put on trial – perhaps for fear of 
revealing a lack of self-control. As he once 
told a prison psychiatrist, “I am not insane. 
I will not be locked away in Arkham.” 



RANK & FILE

12

PUMPED UP
The brutal Bane never retreats. Just like the pawn in chess, he only 
ever moves forward – obsessed with proving his superiority to the 
Dark Knight by becoming the criminal king of Gotham City.

DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR
Even as a young boy trapped in the dungeons of Pena Duro, 
Bane was haunted by dreams of a nightmarish bat. He came to 
believe that this visionary creature represented Batman – and 
that he would only ever achieve greatness by first vanquishing 
Gotham City’s noble Dark Knight. Acting as if he was a pawn 
moving steadily towards promotion, Bane went about his 
campaign to break the Bat with a ruthless efficiency. With 
Batman defeated, Bane became the uncrowned king of the 
underworld. His reign proved to be short, however, as he was 
soon toppled from power by John Paul Valley, aka Azrael.

Confrontation. Bane 
taunts Bruce Wayne. 

Nightmares. Bane 
dreams of the Bat. 
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AN ARMY OF ONE
If pawns are the footsoldiers of chess, then 
Bane is an army of one! Venom may sap 
Bane’s ability to think strategically, but  
the stamina that it gives him makes him 
almost unstoppable. Obsessive by nature, 
he will ruthlessly pursue a single objective 
– such as the downfall of the Dark Knight 
– until he has finally achieved his ambition. 
Like a pawn harassing a noble piece, Bane 
will only give up when he is taken out of the 
game completely.

PAWN OR PUPPET?
Bane is a strategic genius – with an understanding of tactics and power plays culled 
from a childhood spent studying the history of warfare. Despite this, he has never 
really achieved his full potential. Although he aspires to be a general, Bane has often 
been the pawn in someone else’s battle plan – be it King Snake’s terrorist plot or Ra’s 
al Ghul’s bid to wipe out mankind with the Apocalypse Plague. Bane is also made 
a puppet – a pawn – by his chemical dependency on Venom. His addiction to the 
deadly drug can cloud his judgment and make him act rashly. Ironically, the source of 
Bane’s great strength is also his greatest weakness.

Manipulation. Ra’s al Ghul and Talia with Bane.
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    KING SLAYER
Even though the pawn is the most insignificant 
piece on the chessboard, valued at only one point, 
it should be remembered that it can still topple 
a king – checking or helping to checkmate an 
opposing player. Such was the case with Bane – 
who came from nowhere to break the Bat. And 
although Bane’s triumph over Batman was ultimately 
short-lived, it was still a significant victory – one 
that taught Gotham City’s Dark Knight never to 
underestimate an enemy.

SURPRISE MOVES
The pawn is the only piece in chess that moves 
one way – i.e. straight along the file on which it 
stands – and then captures in another way, that is 
to say diagonally across two files. It is important 
for a defending player to remember this at all 
times – as the sudden loss of a piece to a ‘lowly’ 
pawn has unnerved many a novice. Bane, like the 
pawn he represents in your chess set, has many 
surprise moves. He was the secret mastermind 
behind a mass breakout at Arkham Asylum – and 
he recently sought to break Batman a second 
time by surreptitiously transforming Gotham City’s 
deadliest villains into super-strong monsters under 
his clandestine control. 

Breakout. Batman 
encounters a super-
strong Two-Face.

King of Gotham. Bane triumphs over Batman.



THE PAWN IN CHESSTHE PAWN IN CHESS
Pawns can only capture other 
pieces diagonally, and cannot move 
backward. Each player begins the 
game with eight pawns.

In chess pawns represent footsoldiers, and are the least 
valuable pieces on the board. The pawn may move one or two 
squares forward on its first move, but from then on may only 
move one square forward.

RULES & MOVES

the BLACK PAWN
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THE RUY LOPEZ
The first moves in a game are known as the 
opening moves, or simply the opening. They are 
also commonly referred to as defences. For the 
first move of any chess game, a player must 
move either a pawn or a knight. 

THE SPANISH OPENING
Also known as the Spanish Opening, the Ruy 
Lopez is one of the most popular defences, and 
is named after the 16th century Spanish priest 
Rúy López de Segura (1530–1580). 

The Ruy Lopez can be played from both the 
black and white sides. As an opening it remains 
popular today, and has been adopted by most 
professional players at some stage.

The Ruy Lopez opening begins with pawns. In 
algebraic notation it is described by the following 
three moves:

CHESS OPENINGS:CHESS OPENINGS:

HOW IT WORKS
In its simplest form, as shown in the  
example above, white’s third move attacks 
black’s knight, which defends the e5 pawn from 
attack by white’s f3 knight. This move develops a 
piece, prepares castling, and sets up a potential 
pin against black’s king. However, white’s third 
move is no immediate threat to black. 

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

1 2 3
W/Pawn - e4

B/Pawn - e5

W/Knight - f3

B/Knight - c6

W/Bishop - b5
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Hush, one of 
Gotham City’s 
most vengeful 
super-villains.

BLACKBLACK
PAWNPAWN

COMING SOON

TM
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