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YOUR PIECE

Jason Todd is the latest incarnation of the Red Hood, a 
character who has been both hero and villain since his first 
appearance, when he tried to steal the wheels from the 
Batmobile. He is also one of the set’s black pawns.

RED HOOD
BLACKBLACK
    PAWN    PAWN



RIGHTEOUS ANGER 
PROFILE

Many men have worn the mask of 
the Red Hood. The identity was 
created by members of the 

so-called Red Hood Gang – a criminal 
consortium that would strong-arm 
individuals into wearing a colourful costume 
as a way to dupe the authorities. Should a 
robbery go wrong, it would be the man in 
the mask who would take the fall – often 
quite literally – leaving the real 

masterminds free to plan their next 
criminal enterprise. One such fall guy 
was apparently the man who became 
The Joker. This mysterious individual 
was a down-on-his-luck stand-up 
comedian. He helped the Red Hood 
Gang break into a card factory, but the 

robbery very quickly went awry. Batman 
arrived to confront the villains, chasing the 
comedian, who was dressed as the Red 
Hood, into a neighbouring chemical plant. 
The comedian fell into a vat of chemicals 
and was transformed into the malevolent 
Clown Prince of Crime. Although the villain 
has sometimes cast doubt on the veracity 
of this tale, telling contradictory versions of 
his origins, one thing is without doubt… 

The Joker will always be linked to the 
persona of the Red Hood.

ANGRY YOUNG MAN
The Red Hood identity was unused for 
many years until resurrected by Jason 
Todd, a young man burning with righteous 
anger and thirsting for vengeance. 

By his own admission, Jason was a 
rebel and a ‘punk kid’. He lived 
on the streets and did 
whatever he had to do to 
survive. While attempting 
to steal the wheels off the 
parked Batmobile, Jason 
encountered Batman for 
the first time. The Dark Knight 
recognised something of himself 
in the angry young man, and took 
Jason under his protective wing. 
Dick Grayson had recently graduated 
to the role of Nightwing – and so, after a 
period of training, Jason took over the 
identity of Robin. Jason’s Robin was vastly 
different to Dick Grayson’s joyous Boy 
Wonder, however. Jason strained 
under Batman’s authority and 

The Joker has often been linked to the Red Hood identity. 
However in recent times it is a role Jason Todd, a hero the 
Joker once killed, has made his own – both as a crazed villain 
and as a hero fighting alongside new allies Starfire and Arsenal.
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Petty theft. The first appearance of a Red Hood.



RIGHTEOUS ANGER 
PROFILE

direction, and was prone to violent 
outbursts. Batman, though, always believed 
Jason could be a productive crime fighter 
– if the boy would only learn to channel his 

rage effectively.
Jason Todd’s impulsive nature 

ultimately led to his death at the 
hands of The Joker. Upon learning 
that the woman who had raised 
him was not his real mother, he 
ran away to find his birth 

mother. His quest took him to 
Ethiopia, where he 

discovered that his 
mother – an aid 
worker named 

Sheila – was being 
blackmailed by The Joker. In 
the ensuing confrontation, 
the villain beat Jason 
unconscious with a crowbar. 
Jason woke up just long 

enough to see that The Joker 
had planted a bomb before 

leaving for parts 
unknown. Both Jason 
and his mother died in 

the resulting explosion.

RESURRECTION 
Batman always considered the death of 
Jason Todd his greatest failure. He placed 
Jason’s shredded Robin costume in a 
display case as a memorial to the fallen 
teen – and as a reminder of his own 
shortcomings. However, unbeknownst to 
the Dark Knight, Jason was resurrected – 
revived by some mysterious means. He 
clawed his way out of his grave, returning 
to life in a confused and disorientated 
state. He wandered the world as a vagrant 
for a time, before being found by Talia – 
Batman’s former lover and daughter of the 
infamous Ra’s al Ghul. Although he still 
retained all his acrobatic and martial-arts 
skills, Jason was mostly unresponsive – and 
Talia believed that he had come back to life 
without a soul. Seeking a cure for Jason’s 
curious malady, Talia placed him in the 
alchemical waters of one of her father’s 
Lazarus Pits. Jason emerged from the 
Lazarus Pit with his faculties fully restored 
– but he was also angrier than ever before, 
promising retribution on The Joker for 
killing him… and on Batman for not 
avenging his death.
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Back from the dead. Jason 
Todd escapes his grave. 

Death in the family. Robin 
is killed by The Joker. 

Rejuvenated. Jason Todd in the Lazarus Pit.

Bitter pill. Todd discovers The Joker’s fate.
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well-thrown Batarang distracted Jason just 
long enough for The Joker to make good  
his escape.

Following the encounter with his former 
mentor in Crime Alley, Jason 
continued to operate from the 
shadows as Red Hood. He 
eventually took on a sidekick of 
his own called Scarlet – a 
young woman who had been 
mutilated and traumatised by 
the villainous Professor Pyg. Red 
Hood and Scarlet declared 
themselves to be Gotham City’s 
true protectors – delivering swift 
and brutal justice to the city’s 
criminal element. Using social 
media, they sought to supplant 
Batman and Robin in the 
public’s affections – 
transmitting such slogans  
as ‘Let the Punishment Fit  
the Crime’. 

Although he was a 
cold-blooded killer, Red 
Hood was an increasingly 
popular figure – opinion polls 
showing that a majority of 
Gotham citizens approved of 

Talia introduced Jason to the All-Caste – 
an ancient order of assassins led by the 
seemingly immortal Ducra. Talia hoped that 
training with the All-Caste would help 
Jason come to terms with his traumatic 
past – and finally give him an outlet for his 
terrible rage. However, despite being at 
peace for the first time in his life, Jason left 
the All-Caste to return to Gotham City.

RED RAGE
Looking to make good on his promises of 
vengeance, Jason adopted the masked 
identity of Red Hood. He muscled in on 
Gotham City’s criminal gangs, procuring a 
small fortune and earning a reputation as a 
cold-blooded killer. All those he killed were 
ruthless criminals themselves, however, and 
in Jason’s eyes deserving of death. 
Jason eventually kidnapped The Joker 
and held him captive, luring Batman 
to Crime Alley. He demanded 
answers from the Dark Knight – and 
when none were forthcoming, 
threatened to kill The Joker unless 
Batman took Jason’s life first. Batman 
refused to play along, however, and a 

Bad attitude. Jason 
Todd meets Ducra for 
the first time. 

The last laugh. Todd 
kidnaps The Joker. 

Crime Alley. Batman takes down Todd.
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world. When the All-Caste were slaughtered 
by a mysterious group of shape-changers 
called the Untitled, Jason and his team  
found themselves embroiled in a clandestine 

war that had endured for 
countless centuries.

MOST WANTED
While Red Hood and his 
allies eventually went their 

separate ways, Jason 
soon found himself 
fighting alongside a 
new team of Outlaws. 

When someone tried to 
bio-hack the mayor of 
Gotham with a virus, Jason 

Brutal justice. Red Hood 
with his companion, Scarlet. 

ROAD TO REDEMPTION
Jason eventually petitioned to be removed 
from the asylum, successfully arguing that 
while he had killed criminals – and would 
attempt to do so again if given the 
chance – he was not insane. He was 
transferred to a regular jail, where he 
proceeded to bring Red Hood’s 
trademark brand of justice to the 
incarcerated felons. Jason killed more 
than 80 inmates and was soon on his 
way back to Arkham Asylum. While 
being transported to the facility, Jason 
was freed by a band of 
superpowered mercenaries called 
the Menagerie, who demanded 
that he join them. When Jason 
refused, they kidnapped Scarlet and 
attempted to coerce him into doing 
as they wished. Jason, though, 
teamed up with Batman and Robin 
to track the villains to their lair 
and free Scarlet.

Sometime later, Jason 
encountered an alien 
metahuman known as Starfire and 
a mercenary/adventurer called 
Arsenal. The trio quickly became 
close comrades – a family in all but 
name. Starfire and Arsenal were 
outcasts like Jason, and the friends 
dubbed themselves Red Hood and 
the Outlaws – a group dedicated 
to bringing swift, sometimes 
brutal justice to all corners of the 

his harsh methods. Red 
Hood and Scarlet soon came 
face to face with the new Batman and Robin 
– Dick Grayson and Damian Wayne having 
taken on the roles following Bruce Wayne’s 
apparent death. Although Batman and 
Robin successfully disrupted their rivals’ 
plans, they lost the battle of public opinion 
when the Red Hood filmed them saving the 
life of the villainous Penguin. Red Hood’s 

methods had earned him the 
enmity of the Penitente drugs 

cartel, however, and they 
sent the assassin 
Flamingo to do 
away with the 

bothersome 
vigilante. Red 
Hood came 
under attack – 
and was only 
saved thanks  
to a timely 
intervention  
from Batman  
and Robin. He  
was arrested,  
and sent to 
Arkham Asylum.

Outcasts. Starfire, Red 
Hood and Arsenal. 

Jailbreak. Todd is freed by the Menagerie.
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saved his life by shooting him with the 
antidote. To those watching, it looked 
like he’d tried to assassinate the mayor. 
As Jason tracked the source of the 

virus, his path led him to Ma Gunn’s 
School for Wayward 
Boys. When Jason had 
first met Batman as a 

teenager, the Dark 
Knight had made 
sure he was safe by 

sending him to Ma 
Gunn’s home. It turned 
out that Ma Gunn was 
actually using her 
wards to create a 
criminal empire. 

Batman stopped her 
– with a little help from 
Jason. Ma Gunn had just 
been released from jail 
and was trying to restart 
her old business. Black 

Mask tried to force her out and blew up her 
home – knowing it should have had 
children living there again. Jason saved Ma 
and used his increased notoriety to infiltrate 
Black Mask’s organisation. The villain sent 
Jason to steal a cargo coming into Gotham 
on a train. During the attempted heist, Red 
Hood found himself attacked by Amazon 
warrior Artemis and learned the cargo was 
a clone of Superman, another Bizarro. Both 
Artemis and Jason were gassed and taken 
back to Black Mask’s base.

DARK TRINITY
Jason tried to help Bizarro as he searched 
for his own identity. Eventually Black Mask 
revealed that he had always known Jason 
planned to betray him but was hoping to 
convert him to his cause… especially now 
that he had the ultimate weapon under his 
control – Bizarro. Black Mask linked his mind 
to the clone using the techno-organic virus 

Clone. Jason attempts to befriend Bizarro.

Explosion. Todd 
rescues Ma Gunn. 

Power. Black Mask takes 
control of Bizarro. 

Amazon. Red Hood is 
attacked by Artemis. 
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and planned to unleash it on Gotham. Jason 
and Artemis helped Bizarro overcome the 
virus by pushing both the clone and Black 
Mask to their physical limits. Black Mask 
ended up in a coma due to his prolonged 
contact with Bizarro’s damaged mind. Jason, 
Bizarro and Artemis remained together, 
forming a dark reflection of the more heroic 
trinity of Batman, Superman and Wonder 
Woman. Bizarro increased his intelligence 
using a kryptonite compound and created a 
base for the team that featured a door that 
could travel anywhere. When the base 
started to self-destruct and threaten 

Gotham, Bizarro saved the day by making 
sure it imploded through the dimensional 
door. Artemis followed him through, saving 
Jason and the city in the process.

SECOND CHANCES
Alone once more, Jason learned that the 
Penguin had been responsible for his father 
going to jail, so he set about ruining the 
villain. He started by shooting Penguin 
point-blank in the head. Red 
Hood used blanks but still 

hospitalised the villain. This brought Jason 
into conflict with Batman, who opposed his 
violent ways. Red Hood used his new role to 
take control of the Iceberg Lounge, leading 
a double life for a time as he made his alter 
ego manager, keeping the Penguin trapped 
in his panic room. While his plans eventually 
collapsed, Jason left the Lounge in the 
hands of assistant Suzie Su and accepted a 
job offer from Lex Luthor to train a new set 
of metahumans. The new team soon led 
Red Hood back to his old allies Artemis and 
Bizarro, who had survived the explosion and 
returned from a place outside time and 
space. However, they attacked Jason and he 
soon realised they were possessed. He 
kissed Artemis, forcing shocked teenager 
Vessel out of her body. Vessel had been one 
of Lex’s first students before being kicked 
out of the school and had been seeking 
revenge. Jason gave him a second chance 
– the metahumans finding shelter at Ma 
Gunn’s newly revived school. 

Soon after, Jason was called on to head 
up Task Force Z, a group of zombified 
villains, while also fighting alongside the 
Titans and his fellow Robins. As the Dark 
Knight once told Jason, maybe the world 
had enough heroes and what it needed 
was a few more outlaws. 

Line crossed. Batman 
comes down heavy on 
Jason following his attack 
on the Penguin. 

HQ. Bizarro unveils his creation to Red Hood and Artemis.

Lip service. Jason rids Artemis of Vessel.

Heroes. Red Hood and his fellow Robins.
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Ducra with Talia al Ghul.

Jason Todd 
and the 
All-Blades.

Essence.

One of the Untitled.



A clandestine order of fighting monks, the All-Caste were mankind’s hidden 
protectors for centuries and helped Jason Todd recover from the trauma of his 
resurrection. The entire clan was wiped out by the insidious Untitled. 
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GOTHAM GUIDE

A SECRET WAR
that another member of the Untitled – one 
seeking to eradicate the rest of the family 
– had manipulated him, Red Hood was 
unrepentant. He promised not to rest until 
each and every one of the shape-changers 
was exterminated.

3. MYSTERIOUS ESSENCE
Essence studied under the All-Caste 
alongside Jason Todd. The pair became 
close friends – and perhaps something 
more. But before they could fully explore 
their feelings, Essence was banished from 
the All-Caste. Sometime later, Jason learned 
that Essence was Ducra’s child – and that 
both mother and daughter were 
formerly members of the prehistoric 
tribe that became the 
Untitled. Essence is a 
transmorph, and has 
the ability to turn into 
a shadowy, mist-like cloud. Red 
Hood suspects that Essence is the 
one who betrayed the All-Caste to 
the Untitled, but she denies this – promising 
that she is on her own mission to eradicate 
the evil of her former tribe.

4. CHAMBER OF ALL
The most sacred part of the Hundred 
Acres of All is the Chamber of All. It is a 
nexus point that connects all of time and 
space. S’aru the Protector has been the 
guardian of the chamber for almost 4,000 
years. Hunting a murderous member of 
the Untitled, Red Hood and the Outlaws 
braved the Chamber of All in order to 
locate their prey. The price S’aru extracted 
for entry into the chamber was the 
temporary custody of their most cherished 
memories. Red Hood’s memory turned 
out to be from his time as Robin, the Boy 
Wonder – a night when he was sick and 
Batman forewent crime-fighting in order 
to care for him. Upon exiting the chamber, 
Red Hood told S’aru to keep the memory – 
as he no longer had any use for it.

1. ANCIENT ORDER
Ducra founded the All-Caste over 3,000 
years ago. The quasi-religious order 
was created to combat the Untitled – a 
family of monstrous shape-changers 
that has stalked mankind since the 
dawn of time. The All-Caste kept to 
the shadows for centuries, operating 
from the Hundred Acres of All – a 
mystical realm accessed through a 
portal in the Himalayas. Seemingly 
immortal, Ducra would occasionally 
choose a human apprentice to 
be trained by the monks of the 
All-Caste in the arts of warfare 
and assassination. Talia al Ghul 
introduced Jason Todd to the All-
Caste, hoping that the young man 
would finally find an outlet for his 
all-consuming anger. He proved to 
be Ducra’s most capable student 
– learning to wield the mystical All-
Blades with deadly accuracy. 

2. UNSPEAKABLE EVIL
The Untitled were created at 
the dawn of time when a clan 
of prehistoric humans bathed 
in the Well of Sins – and were 
transformed into terrifying 
shape-changing creatures. Over 
the course of millennia, the 
now immortal family sought 
to bend mankind to their will 
– but Ducra and the All-Caste 
repeatedly foiled their evil 
plots. A truce was agreed and 
held for centuries, until one 
of the Untitled wiped out the 
All-Caste, hoping that this 
would reignite the conflict. 
Sure enough, Red Hood 
swore vengeance on the 
Untitled. He tracked one of 
them to the sleepy town of 
Middleton, Colorado, and 
killed her. Even after learning 

5. LIVING LEGACY
Jason Todd – the masked adventurer known 
as Red Hood – is the last member of the 
All-Caste left alive. He was the order’s first 
human recruit in centuries and proved to 
be an adept student, mastering numerous 
fighting disciplines. He is armed with a pair 
of All-Blades – mystical swords that can only 
be drawn in the presence of absolute evil 
and are fed by the spilling of his own blood. 
Red Hood is the All-Caste’s living legacy – a 
soldier and assassin who is dedicated to 
saving humanity from an insidious evil that 
hides amongst it.
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WEAPONS MASTER
Chess pawns are representative 

of medieval pikemen or armed 
footsoldiers. Following his 

rebirth, Jason Todd was tutored 
in the use of bladed weapons 

by the monks of the All-Caste. 
As Red Hood, twin high-calibre 

pistols have become his signature 
weapons. It is this willingness to 
use handguns – just like the man 
who murdered Bruce Wayne’s 

parents – that puts Red Hood 
beyond the pale in the eyes of the 

Dark Knight. In Batman’s opinion, it 
is Red Hood’s blasé use of lethal force 
that makes Jason Todd a black rather 
than white pawn.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS
Red Hood is a pawn who may never promote. Although he was chosen 
by Batman to be the second Robin, his traumatic past and rebellious 
nature continually prevent Red Hood from achieving his full potential.
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UNDER THE WIRE
A pawn’s apparent weakness is 
sometimes its greatest strength. 
Under attack from a pawn – or 
group of pawns – a player will 
often be forced into a defensive 
posture. After all, who would want 
to risk losing a valuable noble piece in 
exchange for an insignificant pawn? In 
a similar way, Red Hood has often been 
underestimated. When he demanded 
ten per cent of the profits earned by the 
seven crime families of Hong Kong, Red 
Hood was dismissed as a crank and a 
‘little snot punk’. The hoodlums were 
less dismissive when Red Hood cut a 
deadly swathe through their ranks – 
wiping out the Clan Fang, the Flaming 
Swan Family and the Steel Gates.

UNFULFILLED POTENTIAL
Jason Todd was the second Robin, the 
Boy Wonder – and he could have been 
the greatest. Dick Grayson – Jason’s 
predecessor – believed Todd had the 
potential to be a better partner to Batman 
than he had been… and there was even 
speculation that Jason would one day 
succeed Bruce Wayne as the Dark Knight. 
Unfortunately, Jason’s brutal murder at the 
hands of the Joker and his subsequent 
rebirth propelled him down a different 
path. Jason Todd is like a pawn in chess 
that has fought its way across the board 
only to find its way to promotion blocked 
by an opposing piece. The Joker took 
away Jason’s future – but as Red Hood, 
Jason may finally have a chance to 
reclaim his destiny.

ARMED AND DANGEROUS Retribution. Jason 
takes on the crime 
families of Hong Kong. 
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CAMPAIGN OF HARASSMENT
Pawns are often used to harry and harass an 
opponent’s noble pieces – to force them to retreat 
from the field of battle. Upon his return 
to Gotham, Red Hood attempted to 
usurp the Dark Knight’s role as the city’s 
hero. He took on a teen sidekick of his 
own, and used social media to broadcast 
the message that Batman and Robin 
were obsolete… and that Red Hood 
and Scarlet were the new vigilante duo 
in town. Red Hood’s campaign was 

initially successful, but his murderous 
methods drew 
too much 
attention and 
eventually led 
to his arrest.

Allies. Red Hood 
and the Outlaws. 

BONDS OF 
FRIENDSHIP
A single pawn may 
offer little threat, but 
a number aligned 
together in a pawn 
chain can be deadly. In 
a similar way, Jason Todd 
has discovered that he is 

more effective working 
alongside the alien 

Starfire and the 
adventurer Arsenal. As Red 
Hood and the Outlaws the trio 
have helped liberate the planet Tamaran from 
an alien invasion, and uncovered the existence 
of an ancient race of insidious shape-changers 
called the Untitled. Arsenal and Starfire are 
valuable allies, and they may prove to be 
something more – the first true friends 
Red Hood has ever known.

Crime killers. 
Scarlet and 
Red Hood. 

Captured. Todd 
opens up to 
Dick Grayson. 



THE PAWN IN CHESS
Pawns can only capture other 
pieces diagonally, and cannot move 
backwards. Each player begins the 
game with eight pawns.

In chess, pawns represent footsoldiers, and are the least 
powerful pieces on the board. The pawn may move one or 
two squares forward on its first move, but from then on may 
only move one square forward.

RULES & MOVES

the BLACK PAWN
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For the first moves in any game, a player must 
move either a pawn or a knight. A chess opening is 
also commonly referred to as a ‘defence’.

THE MODERN DEFENCE
In the Modern Defence opening (see right), black 
undermines and attacks white by allowing him to 
occupy the centre with pawns on d4 and e4, 
without black himself attempting to occupy the 
centre. It is described by the following moves:

The Modern Defence is so called because it is 
viewed as a new variation on the Pirc Defence, 
which also allows white early occupation of the 
centre. The main difference between the Pirc and 
Modern Defences is that black delays the 
development of his knight to f6 in the Modern.

THE MONKEY'S BUM
So tough and flexible is the Modern Defence that 
it has inspired some aggressive responses by white. 
One such is the Monkey's Bum Defence, a term 
coined by Ken Coates, a friend of its creator, British 
IM (International Master) Nigel Povah. 

CHESS OPENINGS:

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1
1 2

W/Pawn - e4

B/Pawn - g6

W/Pawn - d4

B/Bishop - g7

The Monkey's Bum consists of these moves:

  1.e4 g6  2.Bc4 Bg7  3.Qf3 e6  4.d4 Bxd4  5.Ne2 Bg7  6.Nbc3.

Upon demonstration of the moves by Povah, 
Coates remarked, “If that works then I’m a 
monkey’s bum!” and the name stuck. An 
alternative version known as the Monkey's Bum 
Deferred has white develop his queen's knight 
before playing Bc4 and Qf3.
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Batwing, 
one of the Dark 
Knight’s newest 

allies.

WHITEWHITE
PAWNPAWN


	KNI_22_p01
	KNI_22_p02
	KNI_22_p03
	KNI_22_p04-09
	KNI_22_p10-11
	KNI_22_p12-14
	KNI_22_p15
	KNI_22_p16

