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YOUR PIECE

While the Ventriloquist is Arnold Wesker, the real power could 
lie with his dummy, Scarface, who seems to have  a mysterious 
hold over Wesker. Together they form one of Gotham City’s 
strangest duos – and the collection’s latest black pawn.

VENTRILOQUIST
BLACKBLACK
  PAWN  PAWN



VOICE OF EVIL
PROFILE

sentenced to life imprisonment in the 
notorious Blackgate Penitentiary. There 
he encountered Scarface for the first 
time. Wesker’s cellmate – a brutal 
murderer named Donnegan – had 
whittled the ventriloquist’s dummy 
from the lightning-charred 
remains of Blackgate’s 
infamous gallows tree. Many 
believed that the tree had 

Arnold Wesker is one of Gotham City’s 
most notorious gangsters. Outwardly 
meek and mild-mannered, he has 

carved out a criminal niche for himself as the 
vicious Ventriloquist. But Wesker is far from 
a run-of-the-mill mobster. His mannequin 
mouthpiece – the aptly named Scarface – 
seemingly has a life all of its own. Scarface 
shouts ‘Jump’ and Wesker asks ‘How high?’ 
But is Wesker the puppet… or the puppet-
master? Is Scarface a malevolent entity of 
supernatural origin, or is he merely an 
inanimate block of wood that allows Wesker 
to give free rein to his cruellest instincts and 
basest desires? And do the countless 
victims care either way?

GALLOWS HUMOUR
As a child, Arnold Wesker watched in horror 
as his parents were run over by a Spivey’s 
Display Dummies truck. This caused Wesker 
to repress his feelings so deeply that he 
developed multiple personality disorder as a 
way to deal with life’s stresses. Although he 
was mostly quiet and unassuming, Wesker’s 
pent-up emotions would occasionally 
bubble up to the surface. He killed a man 
following a confrontation in a bar – and was 

As the villainous Ventriloquist, Arnold Wesker – together with 
his gangster-styled dummy Scarface – have cut a bloody swathe 
through the Gotham City crime scene. At times, it seems Scarface  
has an almost mystical hold over the troubled Wesker...
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Smitten. Wesker takes a shine to Donnegan’s dummy.

Voice of terror. The dummy ‘talks’ for the first time.



VOICE OF EVIL
PROFILE

been cursed, and that its 
wood was possessed by the 

souls of the three hundred and 
thirteen killers who had each met 

their fate swinging from its boughs. 
Donnegan cared little for such 

stories. He’d merely carved the 
dummy as a diversion – a 

way to pass the time 
while locked up.

Wesker found himself 
inexplicably drawn to 
the puppet. He could 

almost swear that the 
dummy spoke to him 

– urging him to do away 
with Donnegan. A fight soon 

broke out in which Donnegan 
was killed – and the mannequin 
received a deep gouge to its 
wooden face. Using a tunnel 
previously excavated by his now 
deceased cellmate, Wesker 
escaped from Blackgate – taking 
the scarred ventriloquist’s 
dummy with him.

MOB RULE
On the outside, Wesker quickly 
rose to the top echelons of the 
Gotham City underworld. 
Through the puppet – which now 
openly declared itself to be 
called Scarface – Wesker ruled his 
criminal gang with an iron fist… 
and a chattering 
tommy gun. 

Wesker appeared 
to be as weak as ever, 

claiming that he was a dupe 
of the apparently supernatural 
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Gang warfare. The Street 
Demonz fill Scarface with holes.

Scarface. 
There were 
many who 
believed this 
bizarre 
assertion, especially as Scarface repeatedly 
declared his independence. “Talk to me, not 
ta him! I’m leader of dis gang! I’m da boss!” 

Frederick Rhino was the Ventriloquist’s 
chief leg-breaker and the doorman at the 
Ventriloquist Club – a trendy nightspot that 
also served as Wesker’s hideout. He was 
fiercely loyal to Scarface, while 
simultaneously dismissive of Wesker. He 
behaved as if Scarface was literally calling 
the shots – and he charged into action 
whenever the dummy gave a poorly 
enunciated command.

FEVER DREAMS
The Ventriloquist dreamt of cornering the 
illicit drug trade with a new narcotic called 
Feverol Trinitrite. Nicknamed Fever on the 
streets, the drug caused violently strong 
outbursts in those that consumed it. A 
number of Fever-related deaths attracted 
the attention of Batman, who discovered 
that the drug was processed in Mexico and 
was being smuggled into Gotham City 
inside human cadavers. The Dark Knight 

confronted the Ventriloquist and his 
hoodlums at Rizzo’s Funeral Parlour, where 
the villains were busily extracting the latest 
consignment of Fever from within the dead 
body of a former rival known as the Fatman. 
In the ensuing fight, the Fever caught fire 
– producing a toxic cloud that enveloped 
the Dark Knight and drove him to the point 
of madness. Batman managed to shrug off 
the mind-bending fumes, however, going 
on to successfully arrest the Ventriloquist 
and his gang.

The notorious Street Demonz filled the 
power vacuum created by the Ventriloquist’s 
incarceration. They didn’t remain on top for 
very long, however, as Wesker bribed a 
judge and was soon free from prison. With 
Rhino and the few remaining members of 
his mob at his side, the Ventriloquist 
declared all-out war on the Street Demonz. 
During a shoot-out, Scarface’s wooden body 
was riddled with bullets. Consequently, 
Wesker believed himself free of Scarface’s 
malign influence. He built a coffin in which 
to bury the marionette, but Scarface 

Drug bust. Scarface vents his fury at Batman.
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seemingly spoke to Wesker from beyond 
the grave – demanding to be freed from his 
confinement. Partners in crime once again, 
whether Wesker wished it or not, the 
Ventriloquist and Scarface extracted bloody 
vengeance from the Street Demonz and all 
those who’d sided with them.

POOR SUBSTITUTE
The Ventriloquist increasingly drew 
unwanted attention from the Dark Knight 
– and Wesker found himself sent to Arkham 
Asylum for treatment on numerous 

flew, though, when the puppets came face 
to face. “So who’s this gum? I’m outta action 
a couple of months and you replace me with 
a piece of underwear.” The rivals settled 
their differences in a shoot-out – leaving the 
Ventriloquist with wounds to both his hands.

SHOCK TACTICS
Another of Wesker’s personas was 
awakened when a cataclysmic earthquake 
struck Gotham. The trauma of this event led 
to Wesker becoming the ‘Quakemaster’. 
Hiding behind a new puppet, he claimed 
responsibility for the devastation – 
threatening to unleash further destruction if 
the authorities did not give in to his 
demands for $100,000,000. Robin quickly 
deduced that Wesker was operating 
Quakemaster from behind the scenes – 
astutely noting that, like Wesker, the villain 
avoided using any words that contained  
the letter ‘B’. It was an attempt to keep his 
identity from the heroes; one that Robin  
saw through.

Wesker was eventually deemed cured of 
his psychosis following yet another stay in 

occasions. A mass breakout from the 
institution orchestrated by the brutal Bane 
saw Wesker on the run – and separated 
from Scarface.

Unbeknownst to Wesker, the dummy had 
been placed in a Gotham City Police 
Department storage facility after the 
Ventriloquist’s arrest. Wesker was bereft 
without Scarface – and he took to using an 
old sock as a hand puppet. ‘Socko’ quickly 
found his own voice, helping the 
Ventriloquist track down the 
missing Scarface. Sparks 

Hand, foot and mouth. The Ventriloquist’s new sidekick, Socko.

Best of enemies. Scarface and Socko face off.

Warped minds. 
Wesker and 
Quakemaster.
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Exorcising demons. Scarface is given a Viking burial.

Arkham Asylum. His doctors convinced him 
to give Scarface a Viking funeral – a symbolic 
renunciation of the malignant marionette 
and all it represented. The burning Scarface 
was set adrift in the murky waters 

New girl in town. Wesker with Lola.

surrounding Blackgate Island, and Wesker 
was free to get on with his life. He returned 
to the Ventriloquist Club, where he wowed 
the crowds with a new puppet called Lola.

Scarface, meanwhile, washed ashore in 
Gotham City. The dummy was passed from 
person to person – and on each occasion a 
death occurred. Scarface may or may not 

have been a supernatural entity, but there 
was no doubt that tragedy followed in the 
dummy’s wake. Wesker and Scarface were 
eventually reunited – and the Ventriloquist 
returned to his criminal ways.

CURSED
Another chance for a normal life was 
snatched from Wesker when his pregnant 
girlfriend, Elizabeth Lupo, was callously 
murdered. Wesker hunted down and killed 
the man he held responsible for 
Elizabeth’s death – her hoodlum brother, 
Angel – but was berated afterwards by 
Scarface for being so weak as to fall in love 
in the first place.

BLACKEST NIGHTS 
While Wesker at times seemed an innocent 
victim of Scarface’s actions, both met a 
brutal end. Wesker was killed by Tally Man 
II on the orders of Great White Shark – with 
Scarface’s head also crushed. It wasn’t the 
end of Wesker’s time as a Super-Villain 
though. During the Blackest Night, he was 

Revenge. Wesker confesses to Batman that 
he killed Angel.
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one of many villains 
resurrected to be part of 
the Black Lantern Corps 
and instil fear in others. 
Now with the power of a 
Black Lantern Ring at his 
disposal, the reanimated 
Wesker created a new 
Scarface for himself 

– this time using hard light energy from his 
new power ring. Wesker was returned to the 
grave after the threat of the Black Lanterns 
was ended. 

SUGAR
He wasn’t the last villain to be called the 
Ventriloquist. A woman called Peyton Riley 

had witnessed Wesker’s murder at the hands 
of Tally Man II. As she saw Scarface fall, she 
heard the doll talking to her and soon 
became its new partner. An ex-girlfriend of 
Thomas Elliot (Hush), Peyton was dubbed 
‘sugar’ by Scarface and proved a much more 
violent partner. She also used versions of the 
dummy as traps – filling one with explosives 
during her first meeting with the Dark Knight. 
Peyton met her demise after jumping 
overboard during a fight with another 
gangster. She apparently drowned, Scarface 
bidding her farewell as she did so.

WESKER RETURNS
When reality itself was changed by Flash 
following the Flashpoint event, Wesker was 

alive once more. Later Wesker was one 
of several villains who gained insane 
strength after taking Venom (the serum 
that gave Bane his strength and rage). 
This superpowered version of Wesker 
didn’t use Scarface as his dummy – 
preferring the broken bodies of  
his victims. 

When Batman was forced to infiltrate 
the nation of Santa Prisca to retrieve 
Psycho Pirate (the one person who could 

Overboard. Peyton meets her demise as Scarface bids her farewell.

Blackest Night. Scarface with 

other resurrected villains.

Partners. Peyton 
Riley with Scarface.

Criminal squad. Batman enlists 
the help of Wesker.
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help the troubled Gotham Girl), the Dark 
Knight put together his own special squad of 
criminals from Arkham to aid him in the illicit 
act. Wesker was joined by Catwoman, 
Bronze Tiger, Punch and Jewelee for the 

mission. Wesker – without Scarface – was the 
key to taking Psycho Pirate. Wesker’s mind 
was beyond Psycho Pirate’s capability to 
control – indeed when he tried, it brought 
the Scarface persona out of Wesker’s 
consciousness. While Wesker didn’t have the 
Scarface dummy, his hand took on the role of 
Scarface and knocked Psycho Pirate out after 

Talk to the hand. After being threatened Wesker knocks out Psycho Pirate.

In charge. Scarface becomes head of the mob.

he threatened Wesker. Following the mission, 
Wesker was returned to Arkham. 

When Bane took over Gotham and a 
Thomas Wayne from a parallel world 
operated as Batman, Wesker became 
Thomas Wayne’s version of Alfred. Little did 
Bane know that Catwoman had previously 
stolen Scarface and was using it to make 
Wesker spy on Bane and Thomas Wayne for 
herself and Batman.

DA BIG BOSS
Wesker and Scarface enjoyed a change of 
fortunes when the Penguin tried to take over 
Coney Island’s crime scene. The move 
brought him into conflict with Harley Quinn 
and, while at first Wesker sided with the 
Penguin, he later joined Harley’s team, 
helping her defeat Penguin in return for 
Harley letting him become the boss of Coney 
Island’s mob. Scarface was back in power. 

The connection between Wesker and 
Scarface sometimes seems far more than a 
deranged ventriloquist and his doll. 
Whether haunted by a supernatural entity 
or bedevilled by his own inner demons, 
Arnold Wesker is cursed. He cannot escape 
a life of violence. As the Ventriloquist, he 
gives voice to Scarface’s wicked persona. 
Even the dummy knows that they will never 
escape one another, “Our partnership wuz 
sealed in hell. We’re tagether till death us 
do part!” 

Butler. Wesker with Thomas Wayne’s Batman.
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The original Blackgate 
Penitentiary.

The earthquake gives the 
inmates the chance to escape.

Blackgate’s pontoon platform.

Bruce Wayne is imprisoned in Blackgate.

Bane overcomes ‘The Rip’.



Isolated on a 70-acre island in Gotham Bay, Blackgate Penitentiary overlooks the 
city like a brooding sentinel. Home to an explosive mix of killers and hoodlums, 
Blackgate has a reputation as one of the most dangerous prisons in the world.
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GOTHAM GUIDE

on the ‘rock’. Death Row was located on 
the prison’s lowest level – ‘closest to Hell’ 
as at least one inmate would have  
it. Tensions frequently ran high, and 
Warden Zehrhardt kept a lid on the 
inmates by punishing even the slightest 
infraction. When overcrowding became 
too much of a problem, the excess 
prisoners were locked in cells floating 
on a huge pontoon platform that was 
anchored off the main island.

4. THE RIP
Escape from Blackgate Penitentiary 
was thought impossible. In addition to 
maximum-security cells, outer walls of 
steel-reinforced concrete and powerful 
searchlights, the prison was separated 
from the larger Gotham Island by ‘The 
Rip’ – a powerful tidal flow that could 
overwhelm even the most experienced 
swimmer. Only one man was strong 
enough to survive The Rip – the brutal 
Bane. The villain, who was infamous for 
breaking Batman’s back, was kept in 
isolation during his stay in Blackgate. 
He spent his time honing his body to 
perfection, finally breaking out of his cell 
and plunging into the waters surging 
around the island prison. He beat The 
Rip – and a school of man-eating 
sharks – to earn his freedom.

5. WAVE OF DESTRUCTION
When Gotham was hit by a powerful 
earthquake, the resulting tidal wave 
engulfed Blackgate Island. The deluge 
breached the walls of the penitentiary, 
sweeping away many hapless inmates 
and guards. The cataclysm opened up a 
land bridge to Gotham, allowing some 
prisoners to escape to the city. Although 
at the point of exhaustion from tending to 
victims of the earthquake, the Dark Knight 
eventually arrived to restore order. A short 
time later, with the devastated Gotham 
abandoned by the federal authorities, 

1. INFAMOUS HISTORY
Blackgate Penitentiary was originally 
a Civil War gun battery, constructed 
to defend Gotham Harbour from 
Confederate Ironsides. After the 
war, the building became home to 
acolytes of the Religion of Crime. 
Hidden behind Blackgate’s seemingly 
impervious walls, the fanatical villains 
plotted to transform Gotham into 
their ‘capital city of crime’ – until 
they were violently evicted by the 
notorious bounty hunter Jonah Hex.

2. HARSH JUSTICE
Blackgate was established as 
a prison in the 1880s, housing 
the most dangerous and violent 
of Gotham’s growing criminal 
underclass. Three hundred and 
thirteen murderers met their fate 
on Blackgate’s infamous gallows 
tree before the death penalty 
was repealed temporarily. The 
gallows tree stood for more than 
a century, but was eventually  
struck by lightning and 
destroyed. Years later, an inmate 
called Donnegan used the 
charred remains of the tree 
to create a comical-looking 
ventriloquist’s dummy that 
would bring more pain and 
despair than it did joy and 
laughter. Donnegan’s ‘Woody’ 
would eventually become the 
Ventriloquist’s puppet partner 
– the infamous Scarface.

3. INTIMIDATING
In modern times, Blackgate’s 
inmate population frequently 
topped 2000 – with many 
former costumed criminals 
such as the Cluemaster, the 
Ratcatcher and the savage 
KGBeast serving hard time 

Batman appointed villains such as the 
KGBeast and the Trigger Twins to maintain 
discipline in Blackgate until the full rule of 
law could be re-established. 

6. LOCKED UP
In the aftermath of the Gotham 
Earthquake, Wayne Enterprises helped 
rebuild Blackgate. It was fitted out with 
state-of-the art defences and sophisticated 
surveillance equipment. Bruce Wayne even 
got to experience the new prison facilities 
for himself when he was framed for the 
murder of radio host Vesper Fairchild. 
Incarcerated in Blackgate while awaiting 
trial, Batman’s alter ego cooled his heels in 
a cell for a time, before breaking out and 
going on the run to clear his name.

THE BLACK ROCK



RANK & FILE

12

DEADLY DUO
The Ventriloquist and Scarface – one is a cold-blooded killer 
and the other is a hapless puppet. But which is which?

STRINGS ATTACHED
Despite being in command of a heavily armed 
gang, Arnold Wesker is the ultimate pawn. 
As the Ventriloquist he is slave to Scarface’s 
insatiable appetites. And whether Scarface 
is a supernatural entity or merely a symptom 
of Wesker’s fractured psyche, mild-mannered 
Arnold is compelled to follow the malignant 
marionette’s often-brutal dictates. Wesker is 
too weak to throw off the puppet’s control – 
and in the game of life, therefore, will never 
achieve promotion beyond his current station.
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  CANNON FODDER
The Ventriloquist has always 
appreciated the need for a 
gangland army – either to protect 
himself from attack or to take 
the fight directly to the enemy. 
As a potentially weak pawn, the 
Ventriloquist understands that 
strength lies in numbers. The 
Street Demonz initially wiped out 
his mob, but the Ventriloquist 
soon recruited more pawns into 
his gang. Just like amassed 
pawns in a chess game, the 
gang acts both defensively 
and offensively. Armed with 
old-school tommy guns, the 
Ventriloquist’s men are expected 
to take a bullet – sometimes 
quite literally – for their crooked 
commander-in-chief.

LAST LINE OF DEFENCE
In chess, a pawn that has no friendly pawns on 
adjacent files to help defend it is known as an 
isolated pawn. Isolated pawns are inherently 
weak and are easily captured. The Ventriloquist 
and Scarface found 
themselves in a similarly 
vulnerable position while 
serving time in Blackgate 
Penitentiary. Fortunately, 
Frederick Rhino rose to their 
defence and protected them 
from the predatory intent of 
their fellow inmates. On the 
outside, Rhino became the 
Ventriloquist’s bodyguard 
and the doorman at 
the Ventriloquist 
Club. Fiercely loyal to 
Scarface, the dim-
witted Rhino would 
ignore Arnold Wesker 
as much as possible.

Guns for hire. Batman is pinned down by Scarface’s gang.

Protector. Rhino shields the 
Ventriloquist from harm.
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SURPRISE, SURPRISE
Because they are considered the weakest 
pieces on the board, pawns are often 
underestimated. However, their ability to 
capture en passant has often taken many a 
novice chess player completely unawares. En 
passant allows a chess player to freely take a 
rival pawn that has seemingly escaped capture 
by moving two squares, rather than one, on its 
first move. In a similar way, the Ventriloquist is 
frequently dismissed as an inconsequential – 
even comical – figurehead. Many people have 
perceived Wesker to be the real threat, only 
to find themselves on the wrong end of a shiv 
wielded by the manic Scarface. Alternatively, 
Wesker is often considered easy pickings. 
However, when a naïve hoodlum questioned 
the Ventriloquist’s orders, Wesker used 
Scarface to beat the man to death.

TACTICAL SUPPORT
Pawns often provide vital tactical support to noble pieces 
such as knights. However, while the Ventriloquist will work 
with anyone in order to achieve his aims, he is far from a 
humble squire. The Ventriloquist has joined forces with the 

Penguin on more than one occasion, but he has just 
as often attempted to muscle in on the villain’s criminal 
empire. Professional rivalry turned to personal enmity when 
Arnold Wesker’s new doll, Lola, made fun of the Penguin’s 
bizarre appearance. The fowl felon took his revenge by 
reuniting the Ventriloquist with Scarface – thus ensuring that 
Wesker would never be free from a life of crime.

  Puppet power. 
A hood gets a 
beating from 
Scarface.

Return of Scarface. The Penguin 
presents Wesker with a difficult choice.



THE PAWN IN CHESS
Pawns can only capture 
diagonally, and cannot move 
backwards. Each player begins 
the game with eight pawns.

In chess pawns represent foot soldiers and are the least 
powerful pieces on the board. The pawn may move one or 
two squares forward on its first move, but from then on may 
only move one square forward.

RULES & MOVES

the BLACK PAWN
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For the first moves in any game, a player must 
move either a pawn or a knight. A chess opening 
is also commonly referred to as a ‘defence’.

THE ALBIN COUNTERGAMBIT
The Albin Countergambit (pictured right) is 
a 19th-century chess opening that begins with 
the following moves:

  

Named after Romanian chess player and author 
Adolf Albin (1848-1920), this opening was first 
seen in the 1881 Milan chess tournament, though 
not played by Albin himself. The usual 
continuation of this opening is:

Here, in exchange for the gambit pawn, black has 
a central wedge at d4, and several opportunities 
for attack. White may also try to return the pawn 
at an appropriate moment.

CHESS OPENINGSCHESS OPENINGS

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h
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1 2
W/Pawn - d4

B/Pawn - d5

W/Pawn - c4

B/Pawn - e5

3 4 B/Pawn - d5
moves to - d4

W/Pawn - d4 
takes

B/Pawn - e5
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Waylon Jones 
is the lethal
 Killer Croc.
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