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tHe JeeP® stoRY tHe PAcIFIc

A
lthough the qualities of the Jeep® 
MB had already been much admired 
in North Africa and Sicily, its value as 

a service vehicle became fully apparent in 
the harsh Pacific theater. The tracks and dirt 
roads of North Africa and Sicily were a dream 
for those operating in the Pacific. This was 
highlighted by Mauldin’s famous cartoon, in 
which two soldiers call out to a third who is 
complaining about jungle roads, telling him to 
keep his voice down because their Jeep® had 
never even heard of roads... 

On the Pacific islands and in the jungles 
of Burma, the only motorized vehicle that 
proved capable of penetrating such a  
dense, inhospitable environment, with its 
inclement weather conditions, was the  
Jeep® . It immediately demonstrated 
incredible mobility and adaptability to the 
most challenging operating conditions, 
qualities that were to later prove 
indispensable on the battlefront. After two 
atomic bombs were dropped on the cities  
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945, American 

tHe PAcIFIc
the Jeep® MB was a valuable asset on the 
arduous Pacific front.

▲ In the jungle, the Jeep® was the 
only motorized vehicle that was 
capable of getting around with any 
degree of reliability.
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GIs were forced to hop from island to island 
until they reached the heart of Japan.  

The reputation that the Jeep® had gained 
throughout the world for its mechanical 
reliability and extraordinary versatility was 
unequivocally confirmed by the following 
comment from Arthur W. Herrington, co-
founder of a company 
specialized in the 
production of four-wheel 
drive motor vehicles: 
“The Jeep® represents 
the most spectacular 
achievement made in 
fifty years of automotive 
evolution.” Delmar 
“Barney” Roos, chief engineer at Willys,  
made the following comment in 1943 when, 
pressed to come up with a special version  
for civilian use, he was asked to develop  
a more comfortable vehicle: “The Jeep®  
is purely a battle tool, conceived with  
maximum simplicity in mind with no 

concessions regarding the aesthetics, let 
alone ride comfort.” 

One of the most appreciated features of 
the Jeep® MB was its transmission, mainly 
thanks to the short ratios offered by the 
transfer case, designed to facilitate low-
speed movement over rough terrain or on 

steep tracks. It was 
able to travel at 2 mph 
(3.5 km/h) continuously 
for hours on end with no 
overheating or problems 
whatsoever; it could carry 
a maximum load well 
in excess of the design 
limit on 60 percent (30°) 

gradients; it had a very small turning circle 
(about 354 in / 900 cm); and it could operate 
tilted sideways at an angle of up to 35° without 
suffering damage or tipping over. 

Every GI, from the humblest infantryman 
to the most senior commanding officer, 
attributed almost human characteristics to the 

“the Jeep® represents the most 
spectacular achievement made 

in fifty years of automotive 
evolution.”

Aside from the bulldozers, the Jeep® was 
one of the few vehicles capable of traveling 
across sand without any problems.
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Jeep® . Major General Eugene Reybold, US 
Army Chief of Engineers, recalled that he had 
“never seen a Jeep® that refused to start at 
the first attempt when it was really necessary.” 
A Jeep® MB, belonging to the Marine Corps 
and named “Old 
Faithful”, was even 
decorated with the 
Purple Heart, the medal 
awarded to soldiers 
wounded in combat. 
On October 13th, 1942, 
“Old Faithful” remained dutifully in her battle 
position at Henderson Field (near Lunga Point, 
on the northern coast of Guadalcanal) during 
a shell attack by Japanese naval units. She was 
damaged when shrapnel punched through 
her windshield, but she continued undaunted 
to serve as the personal vehicle to Brigadier 

General Francis Patrick Mulcahy, commander 
of the 2nd MAW (2nd Marine Aircraft 
Wing), and later to Rear Admiral Charles P. 
Mason. From February 15th, 1943, he went 
on to assume the position of ComAirSols 

(“COMmander AIRcraft 
SOLomonS”), directing 
the combat operations of 
all Allied land-based air 
forces in the Solomons. 

After being one of 
the first Jeep® vehicles 

to land at both Guadalcanal and Bougainville, 
“Old Faithful” was repatriated on December 
22nd, 1943. She had served in the Pacific 
theater of operations for 18 months and 
racked up 11,000 miles (17,703 km) over jungle 
terrain. She spent the rest of the war in the 
United States, participating in fundraising 

“Old Faithful” was decorated with 
the Purple Heart for damages 
suffered during shellfire.

A Jeep® MB […] was  
even decorated with the  

Purple Heart.
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events to support the US war effort; after the 
end of hostilities, she entered a well-deserved 
retirement at the Marine Corps Museum, 
Virginia. The car’s near-legendary qualities 
were featured in a report in the September/
October 1944 issue of the Army Ordnance 
magazine: “It was a Willys built Jeep® that 
served four Marine 
generals through the 
Guadalcanal campaign 
and the Bougainville 
invasion. Old Faithful 
was officially awarded 
the Purple Heart for 
‘wounds’ – two shrapnel 
holes in its windshield received during the 
Jap battleship shelling of Guadalcanal on 
October 13, 1942. Old Faithful, the first 
American vehicle ever to be so decorated, 
was retired from active service by official 
Marine Corps order on December 22, 1943. 
Faithful to the last, its motor, which has never 
been overhauled, purrs as smoothly today 
as it did on the historic day of August 7, 
1942, when it first rolled onto Guadalcanal’s 

famous Lunga Beach. During its duty in the 
Pacific area, Old Faithful served as official 
car for many distinguished leaders, including 
the late Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, 
Adms. Chester Nimitz and William F. Halsey, 
Vice Adms. A.W. Fitch, and J.S. McCain, 
Marine Corps Commandant Lieut. Gen. 

Thomas Holcomb, his 
successor Lieut, Gen 
A.A. Vandegrift, and 
many others. In 1944, 
Old Faithful, after a 
long journey, arrived in 
heaven and now reposes 
in the Marine Corps 

Museum at the Marine Corps Air Station 
Quantico, Va.” 

Also in 1944, the Marine Corps Chevron 
magazine carried a short piece on “Old 
Faithful”, which stated: “The Battle-Worn 
Jeep® was back in U.S. On Bond Tour: ‘Old 
Faithful,’ first Marine Jeep® to be landed 
on Guadalcanal and among the first on 
Bougainville, was exhibited at the Plaza 
War Bond center in downtown San Diego 

“old Faithful was officially 
awarded the Purple Heart  

for ‘wounds’.”

A Jeep® and two Corsairs 
pictured at a Pacific base 
during an official ceremony.
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this week in connection with the Filipino 
Day program. The Jeep® was retired on 
Bougainville recently after having traveled 
more than 11,000 miles of jungle terrain as a 
command car. During its 18 months’ service 
‘Old Faithful’ served four Marine generals as 
well as carrying every 
ranking Marine officer 
and visiting official on 
the two battle-torn 
islands. Previously, 
the Jeep® had been 
awarded a ‘Purple 
Heart’ for holes in its 
windshield, received when a Jap battleship 
shelled Guadalcanal. It is on its way toward 
becoming a museum piece at the Marine 
Corps Museum, Quantico.” 

In the Pacific, as in all other theaters of 
operation, the popularity the Jeep® enjoyed 
was largely thanks to its reliability as well as 
its ability to go just about anywhere, carrying 
ammunition and supplies for half a dozen 
soldiers and acting as a mobile command 

center when two-way 
radios were used on 
board. The GIs deployed 
in all theaters utilized its 
strengths on a myriad of 
different tasks, using it as 
a snowplow, an engine 
to move railroad cars 

in railway yards, an emergency ambulance, 
and even an altar for military chaplains. Its flat 
hood was also ideal for laying out maps and 
being used as a topographical table.

A Jeep® supplied to the Naval 
Air Force sitting in front of a  
row of Chance-Vought  
fighter-bombers.

the popularity the Jeep® 
enjoyed was largely thanks  

to its reliability.
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I
n 1984, the Jeep® Cherokee XJ became 
the first actual example of AMC 
implementing the PLM (Product Lifecycle 

Management) protocol in the development  
of a Jeep® vehicle. The subsequent Grand 
Cherokee ZJ also became the first example 
of the fact that, in the automotive world, it is 
very difficult to predict when a product will 
become obsolete, particularly if that product 
bears the Jeep® brand.

Indeed, the Grand Cherokee ZJ was 
conceived as the natural evolution of the 
XJ, and was destined to take its place 

when it went out of production. The PLM 
protocol seemed so promising that, following 
its acquisition of AMC in 1987, Chrysler 
decided to employ it on all its new products. 
However, when the Cherokee XJ was 
supposed to become technically obsolete 
according to the parameters laid down by 
the PLM – and thus theoretically ready to  
be discontinued – the XJ was not only the 
best-selling model in the entire Jeep® range, 
but the number of Cherokees sold was  
higher than that of all the other Jeep®  
models combined.

GRAnD cHeRoKee ZJ
the 1990s saw the introduction of a new  
and successful sUV.

▲ The Grand Cherokee was 
produced to compete in a 
higher-end market segment 
with respect to the XJ.
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Unsurprisingly, Chrysler decided to 
postpone replacing the XJ. The manufacturer 
decided to allow the market rather than the 
PLM to choose when the Cherokee should be 
taken out of production. 
It also decided that the 
considerable investment 
that had gone into the 
development of the new 
ZJ could be recovered 
via the introduction of 
a new product line, which would take on the 
trade name Grand Cherokee. The prestigious 
international stage of the 1992 Detroit Auto 
Show was chosen for its launch, and a truly 

spectacular entrance was planned for the new 
model: Robert Anthony Lutz, the Chrysler 
Group president, would drive Coleman 
Young, the then mayor of Detroit, to the show 

in a ruby red Grand 
Cherokee ZJ Laredo.  
On arrival at Cobo 
Hall, the city’s major 
conference center, Lutz 
would leave the road, 
drive up a flight of steps 

and through a large plate-glass window (which 
had been purposely placed there in advance) 
in front of an international audience of 
journalists. That’s exactly how it was unveiled; 

Unsurprisingly, chrysler 
decided to postpone  

replacing the XJ.

Internally, the Grand Cherokee ZJ was the 
same size and offered the same functionality as 
the Cherokee XJ, but with high-end materials.
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it made a great impact and drove the sales 
of the MY93 Grand Cherokee, which hit the 
market in April 1992. 

Like the Cherokee 
XJ, the Grand Cherokee 
ZJ was constructed using 
the unibody set-up, 
meaning it didn’t have 
a separate chassis and 
body structure like most 
SUVs had at the time. 
It utilized pressed sheet-steel longerons and 
crossbeams incorporated into the body floor, 
resulting in an extremely light, sturdy structure 
that was inexpensive to produce and had a 

low center of gravity. A dedicated facility in 
Detroit (the Jefferson North Assembly) was 
established to take care of production, while 

models intended for the 
European market were 
assembled at the Magna 
Steyr facility in Graz, 
Austria. The objective 
was to gain a leading 
position in the luxury 
SUV sector, with three 

versions initially available to customers: base, 
Laredo, and Limited. 

Only one engine was available, AMC’s 
190 bhp 4.0-liter in-line six-cylinder, which 

Like the cherokee XJ, the Grand 
cherokee ZJ was constructed 

using the unibody set-up.

The ZJ had practically the same 
all-welded unit body as its 
predecessor, the XJ.
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JeeP® GRAnD cHeRoKee ZJ KeY sPecs

BUILt:   1992–1998

MAnUFActUReR:  American Motors Corp.

net WeIGHt:  3,582 lb (1,625 kg)

GRoss WeIGHt:  6,022 lb (2,147 kg)

DIMensIons:   176.7 in (449 cm)  
x 69.2 in (176 cm)

MAXIMUM sPeeD:  112 mph (180 km/h)   

FUeL cAPAcItY:  23 gal (87 l)

RAnGe:   420 miles (670 km)

enGIne:    L6 SOHC 6-cylinder   
141.41 cu in (3.96 l) AMC

PoWeR:   190 bhp at 4,750 rpm

toRQUe:    225 lb/ft (31.1 kgm-305 Nm)  
at 4,000 rpm

WHeeLBAse:  105.9 in (269 cm)

tRAnsMIssIon:   4-speed (automatic)  
x 2 speed transfer

could be paired with a four-speed automatic 
transmission (initially AW4, later A500SE) 
or with a five-speed Aisin AX15 manual 
transmission. The vehicle could either be  
two-wheel drive (rear only) or all-wheel drive, 
in this case with a Command-Trac system 
(part-time 4x4 with creeper gears) or Selec-
Trac system, with creeper gears – this also 
offered the possibility of using both part- 
time and full-time all-wheel drive thanks to  
a center differential. 

In 1993, Jeep® offered the Grand 
Cherokee in a particularly luxurious version 
called the Grand Wagoneer ZJ, created 
to celebrate the discontinuation of the SJ-
chassis Grand Wagoneer, 
produced from 1962 to 1991. 
The Grand Wagoneer ZJ 
included all of the features 
of the Grand Cherokee 
Limited, in addition to 
which it sported synthetic 
wood side panels and an 
elegant leather-trimmed 
interior. It was a limited 
production model and, for 
many years, remained the 
most expensive vehicle in 
the Jeep® range. The Grand 
Wagoneer ZJ shared the 
same engine options as 
the 1993 Grand Cherokee: 
the 4.0-liter six-cylinder 
was joined by a V8 engine, 
the 5.2-liter Magnum, 
rated at 220 bhp, which 
was only offered with a 
46RH four-speed automatic 
transmission. 

In 1995, the range was 
revised for MY96: the base 
version disappeared and the 
entry level model became 
the Laredo (even today this 

is still the entry-level model of the Grand 
Cherokee range). For foreign markets, a 
model equipped with a 2.5-liter 114 bhp four-
cylinder diesel engine, produced by the Italian 
company VM, was also available. Around the 
same time, the Command-Trac all-wheel drive 
system was removed from the catalog listings 
and the Quadra-Trac automatic full-time 4WD 
was introduced as an option for all models. 
The creeper gear selection remained manual 
for all versions of the model with all-wheel 
drive. The Grand Cherokee ZJ’s suspension 
was derived from that of the XJ, with Quadra-
Link solid double-axle suspensions on both 
the front and rear. The shock absorption was 
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provided by coil springs as well as by gas 
shock absorbers on all four wheels. 

Between 1995 and 1997, the Orvis 
Edition was added to the range, designed 
in collaboration with 
the American sports 
apparel company of 
the same name. The 
Grand Cherokee Orvis 
was based on the 
Limited version, and was 
further enhanced by the 
addition of customized interior details, leather 
seat covers, carpeting and specific floor mats. 
The Orvis version was available in two color 
options: Moss Green and Light Driftwood, 
both with pearl effect. 

The agreement with Orvis was not 
renewed for 1997 and in that year Jeep® 

introduced a limited-edition version, the 5.9 
Limited, equipped with a 245 bhp 5.9-liter V8 
engine, which remained available only during 
the production period for the MY98 model; 

the company declared 
that the 5.9 could do 
0 to 60 mph (97 km/h) 
in 7.3 seconds. This 
model would have been 
the best-performing 
Grand Cherokee ever 
made were it not for 

the introduction, in 2006, of the SRT model 
with the 6.1 Hemi V8 engine. In 1998, the 
Grand Cherokee WJ replaced the Grand 
Cherokee ZJ on the assembly lines. However, 
the Cherokee XJ was still in production, and 
remained so until 2001. So much for Product 
Lifecycle Management...

The rear axle had a self-
locking differential.

In 1998, the Grand  
cherokee WJ replaced  

the Grand cherokee ZJ on  
the assembly lines.
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