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YOUR PIECE

Renee Montoya is the new Question, chosen for the role 
by the previous incarnation, Vic Sage. She is an ex-member 
of Gotham City PD and has always been driven to seek the 
truth. She is also the collection’s last white pawn.

THE QUESTION
WHITEWHITE
    PAWN    PAWN



The daughter of immigrants from the 
Dominican Republic, Renee Montoya 
always wanted to be a cop. She 

graduated from the Gotham City Police 
Academy with top honours, and began 
her crime-fighting career walking the beat 
in some of the city’s most dangerous 
neighbourhoods. After Montoya single-
handedly apprehended the serial killer 
Victor Zsasz, Police Commissioner 
James Gordon asked her to become 
his personal assistant. She served with 
distinction, working hard to earn her 
detective’s shield. She was eventually 
assigned to the Major Crimes Unit, 
forming a long-standing partnership 
with the slovenly – yet brilliantly 
analytical – Detective Harvey Bullock. 

The Major Crimes Unit was tasked 
with combatting organised crime 
and Gotham City’s ever-growing 
number of costumed villains. As 
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PROFILE

Renee Montoya had once been one of 
Gotham City Police Department’s 
toughest cops. She is now the latest 
incarnation of the Question.

such, Renee Montoya often found herself 
working cases that also attracted the 
interest of Batman. 

FATAL ATTRACTION
During the No Man’s Land crisis – in which 
Gotham City was struck by a devastating 
earthquake and left to fend for itself by a 
seemingly impotent federal government 
– Montoya remained at her post with 
steadfast determination. Alongside Gordon, 
Bullock and a handful of other remaining 
officers, she attempted to restore law and 
order to the ravaged city. Calling themselves 
the Blue Boys, Jim Gordon’s band of loyal 
cops found themselves beset at every turn 
– as Arkham Asylum escapees such as The 
Joker, Two-Face and Mr. Freeze carved up 
the city into warring territories. Two-Face 
developed an infatuation with Montoya and 
she was, therefore, able to negotiate an 
uneasy truce between the Blue Boys and 

Gotham Central. Renee and her team at the Gotham City Police Department.

SEEKING ANSWERS
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the schizoid villain’s gang. Unfortunately, 
Two-Face became even more unstable – 
imprisoning Montoya for five long months. 
Two-Face’s  “good” persona eventually 
captured Jim Gordon and put the Police 
Chief on trial for entering into an alliance 
with his “evil” persona. Montoya interceded 
on Gordon’s behalf – convincing Two-
Face to interrogate himself on the witness 
stand. The addled villain eventually broke 
down and agreed to free both Gordon               
and Montoya.

After civil society was restored to Gotham 
City, Montoya was unable to pick up the 
pieces of her old life. There was heightened 
tension in the city between those who’d 
fled the disaster and those who’d remained 
behind. Montoya’s problems were made 
even worse when a bitter Two-Face 

Unrequited love. 
Renee fights off 
Two-Face.

SEEKING ANSWERS

revealed to the public that she was 
homosexual and framed her for murder. 
Montoya confronted the villain and, during 
the ensuing struggle, fought to take his gun 
away from him. Loss of life was only avoided 
due to a timely intervention from Batman. 
Montoya was cleared of all charges, but 
her private life spiralled out of control, her 
religious parents disowning her because of 
her sexual orientation.

FALL FROM GRACE
When her new partner on the GCPD – 
Crispus Allen – faced removal from the force 
for the unlawful shooting of the villainous 
Black Spider, Montoya was determined to 
exonerate him. She knew that Allen had 
acted in self-defence and was confident 
that a spent bullet fired from his gun would 
prove this to be the case. Unfortunately, the 
bullet had been removed from the crime 
scene by a corrupt investigator called Jim 
Corrigan, who sold the grisly trophy on the 
internet. Montoya tracked down the bullet, 
and then confronted the amoral Corrigan. 

Risk. Renee doubts her uneasy alliance with Two-Face.

Bad cop. Renee confronts Corrigan.

Photographic evidence. Two-Face ‘outs’ Renee.



She drew her weapon on him, but could not 
pull the trigger. She quit the police force the 
next day, disgusted by her own actions.

Renee fell into a downward spiral of 
depression and alcoholism. At her lowest 
point, the costumed adventurer known as 
the Question approached her – asking her 
whether she was ready for the next stage 
in her life. The Question – whose alter ego 
was former crusading journalist Charles 
Victor Sage – revealed that Intergang, an 
organisation affiliated with the so-called 
Religion of Crime, had targeted Gotham 
City for conquest. Montoya used her 
detective skills to help Sage disrupt 
the criminal network, travelling 
across the globe to cut 
off Intergang’s supply 
of high-tech weaponry 
at source. In the Himalayan region 
of Nanda Parbat, Sage introduced 

PROFILE

Montoya to Richard Dragon, Kung Fu 
Fighter. Dragon trained Montoya in all 
forms of hand-to-hand combat, augmenting 
her already considerable fighting skills. 
Montoya eventually learned that Sage had 
terminal cancer – and 
that he had chosen 
her to succeed 
him as the 
Question.

First contact. Vic Sage, the original Question, chooses his successor.

Question of time. A dying Vic Sage passes the mantle over to Renee.
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Following Sage’s death, Montoya 
returned to the United States. Using a 
special adhesive to affix a featureless, 
“pseudoderm” mask to her face and 
donning Sage’s trademark hat, she braved 
the mean streets of Gotham City as the 
new Question. During Montoya’s absence, 
Intergang had strengthened its grip on the 
city. The group had kidnapped socialite 
Kate Kane – who was Montoya’s former 
lover and the latest addition to the ranks 
of Gotham City’s costumed crime fighters, 
having only recently donned the cape and 
cowl of Batwoman. Intergang intended to 
offer Kane as a blood sacrifice to the dark 
gods of crime, but the Question arrived 
just in time to save her. In the ensuing 
struggle, Intergang’s leader – Bruno “Ugly” 
Mannheim – was stabbed through the heart 
with the blade intended for Batwoman. 

BIBLE STUDIES
Following her initial confrontations with 
the Religion of Crime, the ever-curious 
Question set out to learn all she could 
about the mysterious group. She explored 
the cult’s tenets and studied its holy text 
– the Bible of Crime. She learned that 

the group worshipped Cain – the first 
murderer – and celebrated the seven 

deadly sins.
The Question infiltrated the 

Religion of Crime; little realising 
that while she was studying the 
underground cult, it was seducing 
her. During the course of her 
investigations, the Question lied 
in pursuit of the truth, fell prey 
to lust, was overcome by 
greed and was forced to kill 
a man. Having learned the 

lessons of Deceit, Lust, Greed 
Saviour. Renee rescues 
Batwoman from Mannheim.
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The Mark of Cain. Vandal Savage presents the Question and Huntress an uneasy choice.
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and Murder, she was deemed fit enough 
to command the unholy acolytes of the 
Religion of Crime.

ANSWERING THE CALL
The Question ultimately rejected the 
Religion of Crime, though, to turn her 
attention to helping the downtrodden 

and the dispossessed. 

Establishing a headquarters in a lighthouse 
in Outer Banks, North Carolina, she offered 
her detective services on the internet – 
promising to provide the general public 
with answers to seemingly unsolvable 
mysteries. While on the trail of Hector 
Soliz’s missing sister, the Question stumbled 
upon a human trafficking network being 
run by an immortal being known as Vandal 
Savage. Slavery was just one of Savage’s 
illicit enterprises – and, with the aid of 
the vigilante Huntress, the Question set 
about disrupting the villain’s entire criminal 
empire. 

In a final confrontation in the Syrian 
desert, the Question and the 

Huntress discovered that Savage 
had been tainted by 

the Mark of Cain – a 
supernatural brand 
that had disfigured 
his face and forced 

him to retreat into the 
shadows. He made a promise 
to the two heroines – if one 
of them agreed to wear the 

Mark of Cain in his stead, he 
would give up all criminal 
activity. Both offered to take 
on the burden, but ultimately 
it was the Question who 
was branded – her face 
disfigured by the cross-like 
mark.

For a period of time, 
Renee Montoya refused 
to remove the Question’s 
mask for fear of revealing 
the sinful Mark of Cain. 
She eventually sought 
help from Richard Dragon, 
who taught her how to suppress the mark’s 
supernatural scars through meditation and 
sheer force of will.

When the Dark Knight established 
Batman, Incorporated as a global network 
of crime fighters, the Question became 
one of his overseas operatives – travelling 
to France to combat the machinations of a 
killer cult known as the Golden Portal. 

THE QUESTIONS 
Changes in reality following the Flashpoint 
incident left much of Montoya’s past 
unchanged. Her relationship with 

Seduction. 
The Question 
falls under the 
spell of the 
Crime Bible.

Teamwork. Batman and the Question defeat the Golden Portal.
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Batwoman remained complex and 
troubled, the two eventually going their 
separate ways. Leaving GCPD, she was 
hired by Lois Lane to protect the reporter 
as she investigated the death of Russian 
journalist Mariska Voronova. While 
Montoya remained as the Question, she 
was surprised to learn Vic Sage was still 
alive and also operating as the Question.

KISS OF DEATH
While working with Lois Lane, Montoya 
also helped bring down the new Leviathan 
organisation. The investigation into 
Voronova’s death placed both women 
in danger. Surviving an assassination 
attempt by a ruthless female killer with a 
skull in place of a normal face, Montoya 
enlisted Batman’s help to find out more 
about the would-be assassin – learning 
her name was the Kiss of Death. Lois 

Private investigation. Lois Lane hires Montoya.

Back from the dead. Montoya reacts to Vic Sage’s return.

Kiss of Death. Montoya 
enlists the aid of Batman.

pulled together her own team to 
help trap the killer, eventually using 
a mystical rite to transport the Kiss of 
Death to a safe house so Montoya could 
interrogate her. The assassin was firing 
a gun as she was transported and the 
bullet left the gun and hit Montoya by 
mistake. Seeing Montoya dying brought 
memories flooding back to the assassin. 
She turned to Elicia Sanchez, who had 
been Montoya’s lover during a previous 
iteration of reality. Sanchez used some  
of her own life force to help Montoya 
survive – instead of the Kiss of Death, 
Sanchez had become a Kiss of Life. 
Coming to terms with their fragmented 
past existences, the pair travelled to 
Chechnya to steal key files that would 
prove the story Lane was researching. 
Lois had proof that Russia had killed 
Voronova but the Kremlin denied 
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to become the real power in the 
city. Montoya fought the idea but 
was overruled by the Mayor, who 
ordered vigilante activity outlawed. 

Montoya wasn’t happy – especially 
when it seemed her department was 
becoming little more than support staff 
for Saint’s cybernetic super-cops. When 
Peacekeeper-01 went crazy and the 
Scarecrow tried to unleash a Fear Bomb 
on Gotham, Mayor Nakano was forced to 
admit he had been wrong. Montoya and 
Batman formed an alliance, Montoya telling 
the Dark Knight that she needed solid 
evidence that could be used in a court of 

law to bring Saint to justice. As Batman and 
his allies took care of the Scarecrow and 
Saint, Commissioner Montoya and her force 
tried to keep the peace. In the aftermath, 
and with the threat from Saint and Crane 
ended, Montoya and her department 
helped bring peace back to Gotham City. 
Whether Commissioner Montoya would still 
use her masked alter ego to fight crime or 
Vic Sage would take up the mantle alone… 
well, you could say that’s the Question. 

Life force. Sanchez and the Kiss of Death come to Montoya’s aid.

Case closure. Montoya and Sanchez in Chechnya.

Alliance. Montoya 
explains her 
position to Batman.

everything when the story hit The Daily 
Planet.

NEW COMMISSIONER
While Montoya enjoyed her new life, she 
soon found Gotham City dragging her back 
when Mayor Nakano offered her a job she 
couldn’t refuse – Police Commissioner. Soon 
after taking on the role, Simon Saint and 

the Scarecrow tried to place Gotham City 
into a Fear State to hasten its evolution. 
Saint planned to use the situation to 
get the Mayor to authorise use of 

his new Magistrate force to fight 
crime in Gotham – and enable him 

Fear State. Montoya gets frustrating news from Mayor Nakano.
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Harvey Bullock.
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Aristotle Rodor.

Vic Sage as the Question.

The Huntress versus 
Vandal Savage.

Crispus Allen 
as the Spectre.



Renee Montoya, aka the Question, is a seeker of truth. Whether as a uniformed 
police officer, a plain-clothes detective or a costumed adventurer, she has been 
aided in her quest for enlightenment by the brightest and the best.

GOTHAM GUIDE

Corrigan. In the morgue, his body was 
resurrected by the power of the Presence, 
and he became the latest host for the 
Spectre – the spiritual embodiment of God’s 
wrath. As the Spectre, Allen was all-powerful 
and he hunted down wrongdoers with 
ruthless efficiency. At one point he 
attempted to pass judgement on Renee 
Montoya for her sins – but she was 
protected from his wrath by Radiant, the 
Spirit of Mercy.

3. SUCCESSION
Crusading television journalist Vic Sage 
– who was born Charles Victor Szasz – took 
on political corruption in his hometown of 
Hub City. Those miscreants he couldn’t 
expose on TV he went after personally – his 
true identity concealed by the 
“pseudoderm” mask created by his friend 
Dr. Aristotle Rodor. As the featureless 
Question, Sage delivered anonymous – yet 
righteous – justice to those who preyed 
upon the weak and the defenceless. After 
being diagnosed with terminal cancer, Sage 
set out to find someone strong enough to 
struggle with the moral conundrums of 
being the Question. He chose Renee 
Montoya as his protégée – taking her on a 
globe-trotting trip not to only disrupt the 
criminal workings of Intergang, but to also 
find her true self.

4. PACIFIST
Aristotle “Tot” Rodor was a child prodigy, 
showing a talent for invention from an early 
age. Amongst his many achievements was 
the creation of ‘pseudoderm’ – an artificial 
skin that could be used to treat wounds. 
When Tot discovered that his co-
worker – Dr. Arby Twain – was planning 
to sell ‘pseudoderm’ to the highest 
bidder, he turned to Vic Sage for help. 
Sage donned a ‘pseudoderm’ mask to 
intimidate Twain – and thus the 
vigilante Question was born. Tot 
became the Question’s close adviser, his 

1. BULLOCK IN A 
CHINA SHOP
Detective Harvey Bullock was assigned 
to spy on Police Commissioner James 
Gordon by Gotham City’s corrupt 
mayor. He learned to respect his boss, 
however, and ultimately became a loyal 
ally to both Gordon and Batman. 
Bullock was loud and proud – his brash 
attitude and slovenly appearance 
belying a keen intellect and a robust 
wit. He would often blunder into 
dangerous situations. If need be, he 
would ignore due process and throw 
out a suspect’s Miranda rights in 
order to see justice done. While on 
the Major Crimes Unit, he was 
partnered with Renee Montoya – 
whose patience and “by the book” 
approach was the perfect 
counterpoint to Bullock’s 
intimidating persona. After helping 
the mob wipe out an assassin who 
had attempted to murder 
Commissioner Gordon, Bullock 
quit the force in disgrace. He 
eventually re-joined the GCPD, 
hoping to make a fresh start.

2. SPECTRE OF 
JUSTICE
In the wake of the No Man’s 
Land crisis, Detective Montoya 
gained a new partner in the 
form of Crispus Allen. A veteran 
cop from the city of Metropolis, 
Allen was distrustful of the 
GCPD’s close relationship with 
Batman, but came to realise 
that the Dark Knight was able 
get results where the police 
were often stymied. After 
forming a close bond with 
Montoya, Allen was 
murdered in cold blood by a 
corrupt crime-scene 
investigator called Jim 

moral compass, repeatedly demanding that 
the hero think through fully the 
consequences of his actions. He served        
a similar function for Renee Montoya.

5. HEAVY HITTER
While investigating The Network – a 
worldwide criminal organisation responsible 
for people trafficking, gun running and 
other dubious enterprises – Renee Montoya 
turned to the Huntress for help. Supposedly 
a former Mafia heiress – but actually a 
refugee from the alternative reality world of 
Earth-Two – the Huntress had dedicated 
much of her life to wiping out organised 
crime. Her pitiless and often-violent 
methods had repeatedly put her at odds 
with Batman, but they proved vital in 
tracking down The Network’s shadowy 
mastermind – the 
immortal Vandal 
Savage. The 
Huntress proved 
to be the 
Question’s 
staunchest ally 
– even torture 
could not 
persuade 
her to sell out 
her fellow 
hero. 

PARTNERS
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FACELESS CHAMPION
RANK & FILE

The Question shirks the limelight, preferring to operate 
from the shadows. A faceless heroine, she appears as if from 
nowhere and strikes without warning.

   PAWN PUPIL
At the start of their relationship, 
Renee Montoya was Vic Sage’s 
unwilling pawn. He manipulated the 
former police officer into helping him 
investigate Intergang’s criminal 
activities in Gotham City. The case 
eventually took them overseas, where 
Sage had Richard Dragon instruct 
Montoya in the martial arts. She 
eventually discovered that Sage was 
dying from cancer – and that he was 
grooming her to be his replacement 
as the Question. She resisted at first 
– but eventually took on the faceless 
mask to honour Sage’s memory. 
Sage’s scheme saw Montoya 
promoted from failed cop to 
avenging super hero – just as a pawn 
in chess is promoted to be a more 
powerful piece.

12

 Grooming a hero. Renee undergoes her training regime.

Worthy successor. Renee discovers her fate.



FACELESS CHAMPION
RANK & FILE

ENGAGING THE 
ENEMY
Inevitably, pawns are the first 
pieces to reach an opponent’s 
front ranks – and to engage 
the enemy directly. In a similar 
way, the Question took the 
fight directly to Intergang and 
the Religion of Crime. She 
travelled the globe to disrupt 
their gun-running operations 
and fought their acolytes in 
the Middle Eastern nation of 
Kahndaq. Sometime later, she 
infiltrated Vandal Savage’s 
Syrian headquarters to 
confront the amoral immortal 
face to face.

ANONYMOUS
Pawns are ubiquitous. By their very nature 
no single pawn is more important than any 
other – and in some ways they are all 
interchangeable. Lose one pawn and 

another can always take 
its place. The Question 
is just as anonymous. 
The costumed identity 
passed easily from Vic 
Sage to Renee 
Montoya – the new 
Question becoming 
something of an urban 
legend. Contacted 
through an encrypted website, 
she offered her detective and crime-fighting services to the poor 
and the dispossessed. When each case was closed – and the 
villains defeated – a stencilled piece of graffiti would be the only 
thing left behind to mark the Question’s involvement.

Confrontation. 
The Question and 
the Huntress with 
Vandal Savage.

First at the scene. Vic Sage advises caution in the ways of battle.
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Trademark. The Question was here!
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SEDUCTION OF THE INNOCENT 
Alekhine’s Defence is a chess opening introduced 
into the game by Alexander Alekhine in 1921. It 
begins with the moves 1. E4 Nf6. The intention for 
black is to entice the white pawns forward and then 
undermine them. White is tempted to move pawns 

forward to engage the black knights that are controlling the centre, 
but this can cut them off from fellow white pieces, leaving them 
vulnerable to attack. The Religion of Crime played a similar game 
with the Question. She thought she was investigating them – but 
they were seducing her. They taught her lessons of Deceit, Lust, 
Greed and Murder. When the Question was deemed sinful enough, 
she was asked to command the Order of Stone – the Religion of 
Crime’s most violent sect.

Scarred. Renee with 
the Mark of Cain.

THE POWER OF TWO
The Two Pawns Attack (also known as the 
Lasker Attack) is a way for white to attempt 
to circumvent the Alekhine’s Defence. 
Essentially, white advances twin pawns 
onto c5 and e5 in order to secure a spatial 
advantage. In a similar way, the Question 
called on the Huntress to help her battle 
Vandal Savage. Unfortunately, the Two Pawns 
Attack often fails – and the twin heroines 
were similarly thwarted in their plans. They 
successfully defeated Savage – breaking 
up his criminal network – but there was a 
huge cost. The Question walked away from 
the confrontation with her face and soul 
disfigured by the mystical Mark of Cain. 

Homage. The Order of Stone worship the Question.



the WHITE PAWN
In chess, pawns represent foot soldiers and are the least powerful 
pieces on the board. The pawn may move one or two squares 
forward on its first move, but from then on may only move one 
square forward.
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THE PAWN IN CHESS
Pawns can only capture 
diagonally, and cannot move 
backwards. Each player begins 
the game with eight pawns.

CHESS OPENINGS
For the first moves in any game, a player 
must move either a pawn or a knight. A 
chess opening is also commonly referred to 
as a "defence".

between German world chess champion Emanuel 
Lasker (1868-1941) and American challenger Harry 
Nelson Pillsbury (1872-1906). The black counter-
attack in the centre also avoids the Ruy Lopez, 
Giuoco Piano and other lines of the Italian Game. 
More recently, Russian Grand Master Anatoly 
Karpov has often played Petrov's Defence as black 
in tournament matches.

PETROV'S DEFENCE
Petrov's Defence (see right) is a chess opening 
characterised with the following moves:

Though he did not invent the move, this opening 
is most closely associated with Alexander 
Dimitrievich Petrov (1794-1867), a Russian chess 
master. Also remembered for the move is another 
Russian, Carl Friedrich Andreyevich von Jaenisch 
(1813-1872). In honour of the two players this 
opening is sometimes still referred to as The 
Russian Game.

Petrov's Defence is occasionally derided as a dull 
and uninspiring opening; unfairly, since it offers 
attacking opportunities for both sides. Sometimes 
a trade occurs and black gains a well-placed 
knight, such as occurred in an 1896 encounter 

a    b    c    d    e    f    g    h
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1

1
W/Pawn - e4

B/Pawn - e5 2
W/Knight - f3

B/Knight - f6

RULES & MOVES
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