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tHe JeeP® stoRY D-DAY

t
he Allies started planning for Operation 
Overlord (the codename given to 
the Normandy landings) in January-

February 1944. It demanded many long 
months of meticulous preparation, as well 
as a gigantic industrial effort to produce 
the equipment, supplies, and weapons, 
considered essential to the operation’s 
success. It was first mooted by Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Winston Churchill at the 
Cairo Conference in November 1943, during 
which supreme command was handed to the 

US general Dwight D. Eisenhower, with British 
general Bernard Law Montgomery appointed 
second in command. The plan was to land a 
huge invasion force, consisting of 3.5 million 
men from 11 different nations, on the coast of 
Normandy by the end of May 1944. 

It was the most complex and challenging 
amphibious operation in history. Its objective 
was to counter the so-called “Atlantic Wall”, 
a formidable defensive structure that the 
German army had built along the French 
coast. This structure consisted of a series 

D-DAY
the Jeep® faithfully followed the Allied troops 
as they landed on the beaches of normandy.

▲ The exceptional versatility of the 
Jeep® vehicles was clearly apparent 
during Operation Overlord.
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▶ With minimal 
modifications, the 
Jeep® was used as 
an ambulance in 
Normandy, even on 
the front line.

of different fortifications staggered along 
the 808 miles (1,300 km) of English Channel 
coastline, supported by reinforced concrete 
blockhouses in which numerous artillery 
batteries were positioned to defend  
the beaches. 

The invasion would require a fleet of 700 
warships to protect the 2,727 transport ships 
of various types as well as the 2,500 landing 
craft, with essential support provided by 
20,000 paratroopers 
and glider troops. The 
air force was handed 
a vital role, with their 
10,000 bombers and 
fighters given the task of 
neutralizing the German 
defenses and disrupting 
their logistics network. 

The day of the landings, the fateful D-Day, 
was initially scheduled for June 5th, 1944, but 
poor weather conditions meant that it was 
put back a day to June 6th, when Operation 
Neptune – the 
naval component 
of Operation 
Overlord – began. 
From the German 
perspective, Field 
Marshal Erwin 
Rommel was well 
aware of the need 
for his troops to 
counter the Allied 
forces as soon as 
they reached the 
coast. However, 
he was forced to 

follow orders from Berlin which instructed him 
to wait until after the enemy had consolidated 
its bridgeheads before launching his main 
counter offensive. 

Once on land, the Allied forces were able 
to become operational very quickly, despite 
the fact that in some cases, particularly on 
the beaches known as Utah and Omaha (in 
the Cotentin peninsula and the Calvados 
department respectively), it came at a heavy 

price in terms of losses. 
By the evening of the 
first day of fighting, 
the Allied troops had 
managed to land 
150,000 men, a fighting 
force that, as Rommel 
had predicted, was 

impossible to repel back into the sea. The 
German resistance became more determined, 
especially when it came to defending the 
bridges spanning the many waterways in the 
area – the slow advance towards Cherbourg 

the day of the landings, the 
fateful D-Day, was initially 

scheduled for June 5th, 1944.
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was marked by bitter fighting right up until 
June 29th, the day the German garrison in 
the city finally surrendered. By that time, the 
invading forces had amassed 920,000 men, 
600,000 tons of equipment and supplies, and 
177,000 vehicles on land; total losses in the 
first three weeks after landing, including both 
the dead and wounded, amounted to almost 
62,000 men. 

The Jeep® played 
a key role during those 
historic days, in many 
cases landing along 
with the combat units. 
Sometimes they arrived 
by air aboard the American 
Waco and British Horsa gliders, which were 
towed by the twin-engined Douglas C-47 
Skytrain, over 1,000 of which were employed 
in the skies over Normandy. The Jeep® 
was well suited to airborne transportation, 

requiring only minor modifications; however, 
the British also designed a more elaborate 
model, produced exclusively for airborne 
troops, which was made in Britain by Nuffield 
Mechanizations Ltd. 

The Airborne Jeep® was a standard model 
with a chassis shortened just behind the seats, 
it had also undergone a number of mechanical 

modifications, including 
the relocation of the 
battery, new air and oil 
filters, and a new Solex 
carburetor. The body 
was almost completely 
rebuilt, although this 
was done using parts 

from the original, meaning in many ways its 
shape and look was maintained, including 
the forward-folding windshield. The first 
gliders used had quite a narrow fuselage, 
which meant that it was only possible to stow 

Even General Dwight D. Eisenhower 
used the Jeep® as his personal vehicle.

the Jeep® played 
a key role during 

those historic days.
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the Jeep® inside them if the steering wheel 
was removed first. Produced in 1943 in very 
limited numbers – essentially a small series 
of prototypes – this vehicle soon became 
outdated with the arrival and employment of 
new assault gliders with larger fuselages. 

Most of the Jeep® 
vehicles that were 
deployed to France 
didn’t arrive by air but 
by sea, disembarking 
at makeshift docks 
that were set up using 
prefabricated structures or in ports that 
were captured intact or quickly restored 
to operational order by the engineer units. 
Exceptions to this rule were the vehicles used 
by the forward echelons of the landing units, 
essentially those deployed to help capture 

the beaches of Normandy, and which had 
to travel through water before reaching 
the beach. To ensure these Jeep® vehicles 
didn’t suffer any engine issues, both the 
electrical system as well as any parts that 
might be susceptible to water infiltration were 

waterproofed using a 
special paste – a kind 
of asbestos grease 
that was smeared onto 
these components. 
Some vehicles had their 
exhaust and air intake 

extended upwards to make sure the engine 
didn’t take in any water as it transited from 
the landing craft to the beach. 

The particularly volatile situation on the 
frontline, the intensity of the fighting, and 
the fact that the rear was essentially on the 

Most of the Jeep® vehicles that 
were deployed to France [...] 

arrived by sea.

The Jeep® was used by 
airborne units operating 
behind the German lines.
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other side of the English Channel in Britain, 
gave the military little time to make changes 
to the Jeep® . Yet at the time, they weren’t 
necessary since it was perfectly suited to all 
uses in warm weather 
conditions. The problems 
(and modifications) 
began with the arrival of 
fall and the subsequent 
winter. Indeed, in poor 
weather the open body 
and limited protection offered by the tarpaulin 
cover earned the Willys MB/Ford GPW the 
nickname “pneumonia wagon”. 

To rectify the problem, a number of field 
modifications were applied to the Jeep® , 
starting with a roof system that improved crew 
comfort and which saw the American soldiers 

getting very creative indeed. The covers, and 
actually the entire bodies, were modified 
to cope with the harsh winter temperatures 
encountered on both the European and Italian 

fronts. The British – more 
accustomed than the 
Americans to fighting in 
the cold and wet – were 
far more organized. 
They got Humber (part 
of the Rootes group) 

to produce a solid canvas sidescreen with 
doors and transparent windows, but these 
conversions were not carried out in sufficient 
numbers to meet demand. Very often, even on 
the British Jeep® , the winter cab covers added 
to vehicles used in the European theater were 
somewhat improvised and ad hoc.

The Jeep® and the GMC truck were 
often the first Allied vehicles to be 
seen in the French towns that had 
been destroyed by fighting.

to rectify the problem,  
a number of field modifications 

were applied.
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F
ollowing the merger between Chrysler, 
the owner of the Jeep® brand, and  
the German company Daimler-Benz,  

it was the latter that effectively assumed  
the leadership of the new company. Under  
the name of DaimlerChrysler Motors 
Company LLC, the new corporation 
reorganized the line-up of models  
belonging to the various brands. 

For Jeep® , this meant the permanent 
discontinuation of the 4x4 work vehicles and 
the light commercial vehicles. The Jeep® 
Division became a direct subsidiary of the 

parent company, focusing its efforts on the 
Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) sector, which at the 
time was a very promising market segment 
that was evolving from a niche area into one 
of the most thriving sectors within the entire 
automotive industry. 

This entailed updating the glorious 
Cherokee XJ, which in 2001 was replaced by 
the Jeep® KJ (but remained in production in 
China, with a few minor aesthetic alterations, 
up until 2005). The Jeep® KJ was called the 
Liberty in the North American market, whilst 
outside the States it continued to be called 

cHALLenGInG tIMes
Jeep® introduced many new models during the 
first decade of the 2000s.

▲ During the DaimlerChrysler 
period, the shape and look of 
the Grand Cherokee became 
more elegant and aerodynamic.
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the Cherokee. Much like the XJ, the new KJ 
had a reinforced, all-welded unit body (or 
unibody) and was available, from the outset, 
with two or four-wheel drive and gasoline (2.4 
and 3.7 l) or diesel engines (initially 2.5 and 
then 2.8 l). The major difference between this 
and the previous model 
was the independent 
front suspension. 

Interestingly, in 2005 
and 2006, the Liberty 
was used as a “guinea 
pig” to test the Northern 
American market’s 
response to diesel engines: the last Jeep® 
to offer a diesel engine on the US market 
had been the Cherokee XJ and the 1987 
Comanche pick-up, which had proved to be 
relatively unsuccessful. The VM R 428 engine, 
an in-line four-cylinder model with common-
rail direct injection and variable geometry 
turbocharger, was chosen for the Liberty 

diesel, producing 160 bhp and 295 lb/ft 
(400 Nm) of torque. This engine wasn’t offered 
on vehicles in Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
California, and New York, because its anti-
pollution system would have required too 
many modifications to comply with the laws  

in force in those states. 
The KJ was 

immediately quite 
successful, with 
approximately 10,000 
units sold in the first  
year. The model was 
taken out of production 

in 2007 due to stricter federal emission 
standards being introduced across the United 
States – adapting the anti-pollution devices to 
meet this new legislation wasn’t considered  
to be worthwhile. In 2008, however, the  
Grand Cherokee WK diesel was introduced  
in the States and sold in every single US  
state bar none. 

the VM R 428 engine [...]  
was chosen for the  

Liberty diesel.

The Patriot utilized the same platform 
as the Compass; both vehicles were 
introduced in April 2006.
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The WK was the successor to the Grand 
Cherokee WJ, which had undergone a slight 
restyling in 2004 before being replaced 
in 2005 by the third series of the Grand 
Cherokee, the WK (or WH in some markets). 
For the Grand Cherokee, as for the Cherokee-
Liberty, the new millennium also meant 
round (albeit double) 
headlights, in keeping 
with the company’s 
heritage, and more 
powerful engines: the 
entry level model was the 
210 bhp 3.7 V6 gasoline 
engine, followed by 
the 3-liter 215 bhp Mercedes-Benz V6 diesel 
engine and the 4.7, 5.7, and 6.1-liter V8s, 
delivering 235, 330, and 420 bhp respectively. 
The latter was a Hemi and was used on the 
Grand Cherokee SRT-8 version, a sporty 

“road” variant that had no creeper gears. The 
model immediately stood out for its qualities 
in terms of active and passive safety, as 
attested by the 5-star rating awarded by the 
NHTSA and the 4-star Euro NCAP rating. 

Using the Grand Cherokee body floor for 
the base structure, Jeep® also developed the 

Commander, a model 
that in terms of size 
(188.5 in / 478 cm long 
with a wheelbase of 
109.5 in / 278 cm) and 
features meant that the 
old full-size Wagoneer 
and Cherokee models 

were never missed. The Commander also 
paved the way for a new trend in terms 
of style, offering an updated take on the 
decidedly boxy lines of the Wagoneer and 
Cherokee series. Presented in 2005 at the 

the WK was the successor 
to the Grand cherokee WJ, 

which had undergone a slight 
restyling in 2004.

The Jeep® Patriot was relatively successful 
and underwent only minor modifications 
during its 11 years in production.
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JeeP® coMPAss MK BAse KeY sPecs

BUILt:   2006–2016

MAnUFActUReR:   DaimlerChrysler Motors 
Company LLC

net WeIGHt:  3,152 lb (1,430 kg)

GRoss WeIGHt:  4,436 lb (2,012 kg)

DIMensIons:   173.4 in (440.4 cm)  
x 69.3 in (176 cm)

MAXIMUM sPeeD:  117 mph (188 km/h)   

FUeL cAPAcItY:  13.7 gal (52 l)

RAnGe:   278 miles (449 km)

enGIne:    4-cylinder 121.9 cu in (2 l) 
Chrysler World Gasoline 
Engine

PoWeR:   158 bhp at 6,400 rpm

toRQUe:    141 lb/ft (19.4 kgm-191 Nm)  
at 5,000 rpm

WHeeLBAse:  103.7 in (263.5 cm)

tRAnsMIssIon:   Front-wheel drive, CVT 
(Continuously Variable 
Transmission) gearbox

New York Auto Show and marketed from 2006 
onwards, it featured the same engines as the 
Grand Cherokee range, including the 6.1-liter 
V8 Hemi engine. 

Jeep® also introduced a new product line 
in 2006 which, like the early “recreational” 
models of the 1940s, was cheap to run and 
versatile, but in this case adapted to meet 
the needs of drivers in the new millennium. 
These were the Compass and Patriot 
models, which used a platform initially 
developed in collaboration with Mitsubishi; 
this “crossbreeding” was 
made possible by the fact 
that, up until 2004, the 
Japanese manufacturer 
had continued to maintain 
its ties with the German-
American DaimlerChrysler 
group. The platform used 
for the Jeep® Compass was 
called the MK, the same 
one that would also go on 
to be used on the Jeep® 
Patriot in 2007. The Patriot 
replaced the rounded, soft 
lines of the Compass with a 
decidedly square look and 
a front end that took strong 
inspiration from the stylistic 
themes introduced by the 
Commander. 

Initially, these models 
didn’t even come in a 
Trail Rated version, since 
they were targeted at the 
crossover market rather than 
the off-road vehicle market. 
For both the Compass 
and the Patriot, mobility 
played second fiddle to 
other attributes, such as a 
moderate purchase cost and 
running costs, compactness, 

and low emissions. These qualities, combined 
with their lightness, made the two models 
particularly lively: the Compass, with its 
2-liter Volkswagen diesel engine (offered as 
an alternative to a 2-liter Chrysler gasoline 
engine), was rated as having a top speed of 
118 mph (190 km/h). All versions had either 
front-wheel drive (a first for the Jeep® range) 
or automatic all-wheel drive. 

For the more traditional members of 
the Jeep® customer base, however, as 
the replacement date for the Wrangler TJ 
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approached, the range was expanded. In 
2004, Jeep® released the Wrangler Unlimited 
(LJ), similar in every way to the TJ but 
featuring a 100 in (254 cm) wheelbase, slightly 
longer than the TJ’s short-wheelbase version. 
The model remained in the catalog listings 
until the TJ went out of production  
(in 2007), and was replaced by the new JK. 

This new vehicle incorporated and 
updated the look 
that had made the 
TJ so successful, but 
it had a more off-
road orientation: it 
was perhaps a little 
less elegant but more 
“muscular” than the TJ 
and it looked very much like a true Jeep® .  
It was offered with two engine options: the 
285 bhp 3.6-liter Pentastar V6 gasoline engine 
and the 2.8-liter four-cylinder diesel engine 
from VM, a little less powerful (160 bhp) but 

with much more torque than the gasoline 
option, 295 lb/ft (400 Nm) compared to 
the 260 lb/ft (353 Nm) of the V6. The range 
included four versions: Sport, Sport Plus, 
Sahara, and Rubicon, the latter designed 
specifically for off-road use and equipped  
with different final drive ratios, reinforced 
axles, and locking differentials. The range  
was later completed with the addition of the  

long-wheelbase  
version, the Unlimited. 

The market 
responded very favorably 
to these models, but the 
period turned out to be 
one of the worst in the 
Jeep® brand’s history.  

Its fate was closely linked to that of Chrysler 
and to the difficulties, both financial and 
technical, that the American company faced  
in the DaimlerChrysler Motors Company  
LLC group.

The Jeep® Compass was based on 
the MK platform, initially developed 
in collaboration with Mitsubishi.

It was perhaps a little less 
elegant but more “muscular” 
than the tJ and it looked very 

much like a true Jeep®  .
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